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 Mission Work Among Foreigners
‘in Manitoba and the Northwest.

BY PASTOR B G. MELLICK, RMERSON,

A very interesting and instructive book might be
wtitten om this subject. Fiction could not awaken the
emotions and n them at such a pitch as the recital
of the experiences of the real life of the foreigners of this
country. This letter will therefore be cramped and stiff,
*“ The bed is shorter than that a man can stretoh himself
in it,’’ and the wrappings altogether too narrow.

U will divide the subject into three parts: 1.
Fleld. 2. The People. 8 Baptist Mission Work.

The readers of the MRSSENGER AND VISITOR are suffi-
clently familiar with the geography of this conntry to
know that Manitoba and the Northwest comprise a large
portion of our great Dominion. Our misslon operations
are confined to s portion about 1,000 miles long, by 400
miles wide. Nearly 2,000 miles biyond our most
northerly station would bring us to the Klondyke,
Along this route and in this rich gold field are muititudes
in deep need of the gospel. But these are tons yet
** réglons beyond ' both our means and the scope of this
letter,

The importance of this ‘‘great Northwest'’ is beginning
to dawn upon the people of the East and the Empire,
“ Westward the course of Empire takes its way.”” These
wide prairies offer comfortable homes to millions, and the
easy conditions under which they may be obtained “and
the forms of government under which they may be en-
jayed attract people of many lands to settle here. Here
there is no Ultlander nor slave nor ser!. Thisisa land
of civil and religions liberty, where equal rights are
offered alike toall. 4Onelaw . .. to the native and
the stranger . . . among us.”

One need not put his ear to the ground to hear the

The

MESSENGER AND VISFFOR.

The Mennonites are mostly in southern Manitoba
where they occupy a bleck of land about 4o x 20 miles,

We have now in this mission field 85,000 Germans and
Mennonites all speaking the German langusge, 7,500
Doukhobors, 12,000 MW
30.000 Galelans and Bakowiner {Austrigns). There are
also a great many other foreigners, and all these are only

“the vanguard of the coming mighty host.

Some of these people, like the Icelanders and the Aus-
trians, left their native land because they were over-
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sometimes has twenty or more meet with him where he
boards to whom he reads and speaks. We have Joseph
Vakus, s Baptist from Hungary, s prosperous settler,
lving among his people and preachbing to them. A
young Hupgerian hes also applied to me to go to college
st Brspdon to prepare himself for the work. If he
m-w-u.t&wmhn.plndld investment
forseme of the Lond's money., The Hungearians are an
excellent class of people.”

‘We have one Icelandic mission, and oune missionary

crowded or the land too poor to yleld them a fair rt

even with hard toil. Othérs like the Mennonites, Douk-

ngst the th ds of French, “What are these

hobors, Stundists and Baptists were driven from their
native land by persecutiun. To hear these tell the story
of their sorrow and suffering wounld awaken pity in any
ordinary heart. Vet even theinfliction of these suffer-
ings does not move the hearts of the priests and rulers at
whose hande they have suffered, and where many of their
friends still suffer. They endured unutterable grief and
sought refuge in different lands, and only after they had
lost all hope of securing liberty at home did they leave
their native land to seek homes iunthis * land of the
free.” Like the Pilgrim Fathers many of them left their
native Jand with prayer for its enlightenment.

On the boundary between Russia in Burope snd Asia,
and on the general route exiles are taken to Siberia, there
is & rude monument called the “‘monument of weeping."
On one side is chiselled the one word ** Europe” and on
the other * Asia,” Here the exiles are permitted by
their guards to take a last farewell of their fatherland be-
fore starting their long march to Siberia from whick
death only can release,

Multitudes of our brethren sre exiles in Siberia and
elsewhere now. The story of Evangelineis not as pa-
thetic as the story of the parting of loved ones and the
breakiog of family ties that take place yet it those lands
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tramp, tramp, tramp, of peoples from afar. The steady
tread of the incoming host awakens the sleepers from
dreams of “ a nation yet to be ' to the fact that a nation
is already born, and In its veins is the blood of the
sturdiest peoples of the earth.

Its possibilities like its territory have mot yet been
surveyed, they reach beyond the most distant-horizon of
our present point of view.

- The Toronto Globe says : ** Those who want to be in

touch with the really great movements of the day shounld

keep their eyes on the Canadian west, where seltlers are
g in at an unpreced d rate.”

THE PROPLE.

The foreigners include English-speaking people com-
ing bere from the Uanited States, but we do not speak of
them as forelgners. This letter has to deal with all those
settlérs who speak a forelgn langnsge, and the variety of
those peoples and languages is very great. In ome pub-
Hc school in Manitoba there are seventeen different
nationalities repre. ‘A friend has just told me he
was shown people of fourteen different natioualities in
one short walk on the streets of Winnipeg.

Vorkton is the most cosmopnlitan town in Canada. It
ie said that thirty-three different langusges are spoken
on the streets. It lseasy to count upwards of twenty
which are in common use. It has s colony of 5;c00

Dukhobors, and snother with as miny Galicians, sl of

whom talk Russlan. There is also s colony of Highland
Crofters, and also & large colony of Hwopgariaps, The
Germans hiave taken possession literally of whole town-
ships, Al of them together, with the settlers from Oan-
tario, Ualted States and Eogland, are to be fiund scat-
_tered all the way to Prince Albert. In Vorkton we have
" # Doukhobor village with gray mud colored h with

from which our persecuted foreigners come.
ounsly pathetic to see the family re-aniomna that take place
in this' country ever summer as those long separated
meet again. The principal beliefs of these escaped ex-

It is joy-

iles, though foreigners among us, are : Mennonite, of
which there are several divisions ; Old Mennonite, Modi-
fied Mennonite, Reformed Holdermanu
branch, M ite Breth Baptist, with some cus-
tome such as foot wnhlngldd ) and Mengouite Bap-
tist, Most of the Germans are Lutheran in belief, so are
the Icelanders and Scandinavians, The Galicians age
mostly Roman Catholics of a very low type, and the
Bukowiner are mostly Greek Catholics. There is prac-
tically little diff bet them, By y of them
are dissatisfied in their present state and are seeking the
truth and salvation. Some of our brightest Christians
are from amongst these peoples.

BAPTIST MISSION WORK.

I can say very little here of our work amongst these
peoples,

Until very recently there was no m-.ahnlwwkdm
amongst the Germans and Mennonites in this country
except what was done by Baptists, and very littlg is done
amongst these or the Galiclans or Bukowiner yet except
what we are doing ; and very little hhlqllq‘-uq
any of the other natiozalities by any evangelioal body
So that Baptist misslon work smongst thess pplnh
nearly all I know of beivg done amongst them.

séd roofs. Also Hungerian villeges, with nest log
houses, white as llm+ can make them. ~
These foreigners are settled mostly in colonies or set-
tlements at different polnts over the whole country, In
. walking the streets of their villages or in a drive through
the colomies ome could essily Wu himeelf in &

St

- Some of our Eastern brethren have though

ng so many,” and what of the multitudes of others
we are unable to make any move to reach with the word
of life.

We are unable to meet the requirements or grasp the
opportunities open to us Our lamented Bro. Alex.
Grant was one day standing on the platform of the sta-
tion in Winnipeg as great numbers of these foreigners
poured from the traims. A friend who saw him
approached so speak to him, He found him with his
face-bathed intears. Upon inquiring the cause of his
trouble he replied, ‘I am wondering how we are to get
the gospel to all these people.” He grasped the situa-
tion so fully that it overcame him. 4

This work is full of promise The tyfarny these peo-
ple suffered in their native land has soured many of them
om the forms of religion under which they suffered, and
now that they are eut loose from their old masters they
are free to hear the truth and embrace it and become ser-
vants of Christ. While they are taking their first breath
of the air of freedom and are adapting th lves to our
ways we have an opportunity of ruchlng them. To
neglect themt now will be to miss the wave that has
brought them so near us and will bear them away from
us unless we grasp them at once.

Their needs are great, but this gives us a better chance
to appresch them, They are poor and struggling for
homes. Our work and customs and language are strange
1o them. To help them now will gain their friendship
and confidence for the future and give us access to them
with tke gospel which is their greatest need, and to “bring
them this all our efforte must be directed,

The difficulties of the work are great and many. The
grest variety of languages that must be used in commun -
leating with these foreigners is a serions difficulty in the
work. They must hear us apeak in their own tongue the
wonderful works and words of God. We have not now
the miraculous gift of tong nor have we the means to
support men while acquiring these languages. We maet
get misslonaries belonging to these various nationalities
to speak to their own countrymen. This will require
many men even to giveone to each nationality, God bas
sent us some, a8 Bro. Burgdorff, who can speak in pevers!
langnages, and so can presch toas many differept people.
that we

-apeak

shonld get all these foreigners to come to Bugli
ing churches. That is quite impossible, so ng farther
dlecussion is needed. We must employ simildr means
to those employed among the Fremch in Quebee and
Nova Scotia, We must go to them with the gospel in
their own language, The writing on the cross was in
the Innguages spoken by the people so that all could read
it, and we moust tell the story of that cross and explsin
its meaning in the languages of the people to whom we
tell it, and we must provide them with Bibles and good
litersture in thelr own languages, Some time these
people will know Moglish speech and customs and will
require Baoglish-speaking pastors. There are cases of
this kind now in the States. Like the children of
Oueliospenking people in the Rastern Provinees, the
Buglish - das taken the place of the language of their
fathers. But we cannot wait until genegations pass away
and their descendants exchange their langnage for Fog
lish before we. will give them the gospel ; by that time
our opportunity of reaching either the fathers or their
children would be past.

. Itisdifficult to get good men, with the langusge, who
will or can endure the hardships of this work The
conditions under which they must labor are very trylog.
Bro. , for instance, has had to reside in Bmer-
son and sixteen miles to his German sppointment,
a8 no house conld be secured for him nearer.

Hehas had to endure cold and privation few could
stand. The Houses of "the Galiclans: are very small and
{Ikkept; and the food coarse and poorly cooked, In two
daye Bro. B. had three meals, two of which were san:
keaut. Befove the chapel was built he preached in pri-

the first Caliclan comvert in this
m&n baptized seven since. first Galician Bap-
st in Canada was dedicated at Stuartburn, nes:




