
MESSENGER AND VISITOR. APRIL 1), ISO*.3 268

Baptist Mission Work Among Foreigners 
in Manitoba and the Northwest.

with him where he 
We have Joseph

The MennoMtes are mostly in southern Manitoba 
where they occupy a block of land about 40 x ao miles.

We have now In this mission field 85,000 Germans and 
Mennonltes all speaking the German language, 7,500 
Dookhobors, 12,000 Icelanders, ia.ooo Scandinavians, 
30 000Gsllcians and Bukowlner (Austrians). There are 
also a great many other foreigners, and all these 
the vanguard of the coming mighty host

to them. ABY PASTOK H G. MBLUCK, BMBRSON.
A very interesting and instructive book might be 

written on this subject. Fiction could not awaken the 
emotions and sustali 
of the experiences of the real life of the foreigners of Ibis 
country. This letter will therefore be cramped and stiff.

the work. If he 
ïlendld investment 
Hungarians are an

onlyn them at such a pitch as the recital

Some of these people, like the Icelanders and the Ana- 
•« The bed Is shorter than that a man can stretoh himself trians, left their native land became they were over­

crowded or the land too poor to yield them a fair support 
even with hard toil. Others like the Mennonltee, Douk- 
hobors, Stand lets and Baptists were driven from their

d one missionary 
'•What are these 
iltltudee of others 
ich with the word

In it," and the wrappings altogether too narrow.
I will divide the subject Into three' parte : 1. The 

Field, a. The People, 5 Baptist Mission Woik.
The readers of the Mksskngkr and Visitor are suffi- native land by persecution. To hear these tell the story

of their sorrow and suffering would awaken pity In any mentsor grasp the 
mente* Bro. Alex, 
iatfona of the eta 
of these foreigners 
id who saw him 
•and him with his 
g the cause of hie 
how we ere to get 
graaped the elti

tyranny these pec 
my of them 

they suffered, and 
old masters they

ciently familiar with the geography of this country to 
know that Manitoba and the Northwest comprise a large ordinary heart. Yet even the infliction of these snffer- 
portion of our great Dominion. Oar mission operations tog* does not move the hearts of the priests and rulers st
are confined to a portion about 1,000 miles long, by 400 whose hands they have suffered, and where many of their
miles wide. Nearly a.000 miles b-yond onr most friends still suffer. They endnred unutterable grief end 
northerly elation would bring ns to the Klondyke. sought refuge in different lands, and only after they had
Along this route and in this rich gold field are multitudes lost all hope of securing liberty at home did they 1

their native land to seek homes in this " land of thela deep need of the gospel. But these are to ns yet 
“ regions beyond " both onr means and the scope of this free.1' Like the Pilgrim Fathers many of them left their

native land with prayer for its enlightenment.
The importance of this “great Northwest" is beginning 

to dawn upon the people of the Bast and the Empire.
41 Westward the conree of Empire takes its way." These 
wide prairies offer comfortable homes to millions, and the On one side is chiselled the one word " Barope" and on
easy conditions under which they may be obtained xnd the other “ Asia. " Here the exiles are permitted by
the forms of government under which they may be en- their guards to take a last farewell of their fatherland be-
jiyed attract people of many lends to settle here. Here fore starting their long march to Siberia from which
there is no Ultlander nor slave nor serf. This is a land death only can release, 
of drill and religions liberty, where equal rights are 
offered alike to all. y Une law ... to the native and 
the stranger . . among ns.*’

One need not pnt his esr to the ground to hear the breaking of family ties that take place yet In thorn lands

On the boundary between Russia In Europe and Asia, 
and on the general route exiles are taken to Siberia, there 
is a rude monument called the "monument of wesplng."'

g themselves to our 
caching them. To 
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Multitudes of onr brethren are exiles In Siberia and
elsewhere now. The story of Evangeline Is not as pa­
thetic as the story of the parting of loved ones snd the

nms better chance 
and struggling for

1 their friendship 
ue access to them1

The

rir own tongue the 
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A GALICIAN HOUSB IN MANITOBA.
such In Quebee and 
1 with the goepel In 
on the cross was In

tramp, tramp, tramp, of peoples from afar. The steady from which onr persecuted foreigners come. It la joy-
tread of the incoming host awakens the sleepers from onsly pethetic to see the family re-anions that take place
dreams of " a nstlon yet to be " to the fset that a nation ln Л1і conntry ever rommer u lhoee aerated
la already born, and In its veins is the blood of the meet agaln The prlndpel beliefs Df these escaped ex-
stnrdiest peoples of the earth. Use, though foreigners among ns, are : Meunoulte, of

Its possibilities like its. territory have not yet been which there are several dlriaiona ; Old M-.
surveyed, they reach beyond the most distant horizon of fied Mennonite, Reformed Mfennonlte,
our present point of view. branch, Mennonite Brethren, (Baptist, with

The Toronto Globe says : "Those who want to be In toms such as foot washing added) and Mennonite Bap-
tooch with the really great movements of the day should tist. Most of the Germane are Lutheran In belief, so are
keep their eyes on the Canadian west, where settlers are the Icelander* and Scandinavians. The Galiciana are
coming in at an unprecedented rate." mostly Roman Catholics of a very low type, and the

Bukowlner are mostly Greek Catholic*. There Is prac­
tically little difference between them. But many of them 

The foreigners include English-speaking people com- are dissatisfied in their preaent state and are seeking the
log here from the United States, bat we do not speak of truth and salvation. Some of our brightest Christians
them at foreigners. This letter has to deal with all those are from amongst these peoples,
settlers who speak a foreign language, snd the variety of 
those peoples and languages is very great. In one pub­
lic school In Manitoba there are seventeen different I can say very little here of onr work amongst these 

dçirted. A friend hss just told me he peoples.
Until very recently there was no evangelical work done 

amongst the Germans and Mennonltee in Ibis country

cross snd explain

Ite, Modl- 
HoMermsnn rlth Bibles and good 

Some time these 
id customs and will 
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BAPTIST MISSION WORK. he langusge, who 
this work The 

it are very trying. 
0 reside In Bmer

nationalities repre
waa shown people of fourteen different nationalities In 

short walk on the streets of Winnipeg.
York*on Is the most cosmopolitan town in Canada. It except what was done by Baptists, and very little 1» d 

Is «aid that thirty-three different languages are spoken amongst these or the Galicians dr Bukowlner yet except 
the at reels. It Is easy to count upwards of twenty what we are doing ; and very little Is being do* among 

which are in common use. It has • colony of S£oo any of the other nationalities hr any evangelical body. 
Doakhobors, and another with es mtny Galicians, air of. So that Baptist mission work amongst these people Is 
whom talk Russian There la also a colony of Highland nearly all I know of being done amongst them.
Crofters, and aleo a large co'ooy of Hungarians. The We have seven German mtaetocarina and a colporteur 
Germa* hase taken possession literally of whole town- doing work amongst Mennonltee and Germs* and Gal-
ritipe. All of them together, wlih the setilrrs from Oa- fdans. The Mennonltee are only touched by two or 
terto, Uoiled BUtes end Bagland, are to be fruod scat- three of the German miesionartee. All
lured all the way to Prince Albert. In York ton we have members number 600. We have only four
• Doukbobor village with gray mud colored houses with amongst the ia,ox> Scandinavians and only two 
aid roofa. Also Hungarian vlllsgee, with neat log the ao.ooo Galicians, Bro. Gee. Beigdotff and 8. T.

Muscho. The former elves half Ms time to German 
The* foreigners are settled mostly in colonies or set- work and the other half to about 5000 Galiciens. Of Che 

tlements at différant pointa over the whole country. In latter Bro. McLeurin writes from York ton : "We have
walking the streets of their villages or In a drive through Sylvester T. Muscho, a Russian, an unmarried man of
the ookmiee 0* could eerily imagine himself in a about forty-five years, working among the Doekhobora
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