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CONCERNING THE CROWN.
. M, MACLAREN,

“They do it 4o obiain » corruptib’e crown | bt we
B Incormptible Vsl Oor. ¥ 8%

One of the most famous of the Greek
athletio festivals was held cloee by
Corinth. ta prize was a pine-wreath
from the neighborlog sacred grove,
The painfal abstinence sod training of
ten montbs d the fleroe struggle of
ten mioutes, had-Tor their result &
twist &f green leaves, that withered in
% woek, and & little fadiog fme that
was worth soarcely more, and iasted
soarcely longer The struggle and the
discipline were noble; the end was
contemptible. And so it is with all
lives whose aima are lower than the
higbesi. They are greater inthe powers
they put forth than inthe ob oty the
ocmpass, and the question “What is it
for?" is like = dovohe of cold water
from the oart that lays the clouds of
dust in the ways,

8o says Pau’, praising the eflort and
condemning tue prizs, “they do it to
cbtaio & curraptible crown.” And yet
there was & soul of goodness in thia evil
thing. Thovgh these festivals were in-
dissolubly intertwined with idolatey,
and beamirched with muoch sensuous
evil, yet be deals with tnem as he does

with war and with slavery; polnts (0

the dhﬁuivd nobllity that lsy be-
neath U

Christian men.

But 1 ¢onot mesn this morning to

talk so much ahout the general bear

ing of this text as ratber to deal with
its designation of the aim and reward
of Obristian energy, that’ inocorruptible
orown” of which my text speaks. And
in doing 6o I desire to take iuto ac-
count likewise other places in Beripture,

in which the same metaphor cocurs.
1. The Crown.

Let me recsll the other pleces where
the same metaphor is employed, We
find the apostle. in the immediate pros-
peot of death, rising into & calm Tap-
ture in which imprisonment and
martyrdom lose their terrors, as hn.

get it. There is a test for vs whish
may. well make some of us aak our
selves ; are we Christiana, then, atall?

¥
The crown is described in three ways.
It is the crown of fiife,” of “g e
and of “‘righteonaness "
to think that these three e
soribe the material, so 0
which the wreath is composed,
everlasting flower of 1ifs. the radiant
blossoms of glory, the white flower of
righteousness ; these are ita compon-

these other conditions which I have
pointed out, which may be gathersd
into one strennous discharge of daily
duty and continual effort atter follow-
fog in Christ’s footateps.

{s needs to beas fully and em- | ahead,
phatically presched s the other doo-{ In heathenism he has entrenched him-

nts.
I need not enlarge upon them, nor
trine that eternal life is the gift of G . | self,

will your time allow that I snould
Here we have the promise of. life, that
fuller life which men want, the life of
which our veins are scant, even io the
fullest tide and heyday of earthly exist-

over against the present,
should men know what it means to

shall be their energies, so manif
new outlets for -aotivity, and the new
inlets for the surrounding glory and
s0 incorruptible snd glorious
helrnew being. Here we live
s iiving death; thers we shall live in-
deed ; and that will be the crown, not
in regard of physiosl, but in regard
rivual, powers and_consciousness.
smember that -all this full tide
of life is Christ’s gift. There is no snoh
tring as indepenten
fiom the loweat cveat

frooh the fountain of life,
scities. And unless Jesus
rough the eternal ages of
the futurs, imparted to the
that sit garlanded at His bos

o hidecnsness, aod bolds vp
even that low thing as & pattera foe

would melt away and dissolve from

It is & ocrown of “glory,” and that
mesns & lustrousness of coaracter im-
on and reflection from
the oentral light of the gl
“Then shall the righteous
like the sun, in the king

oan at least divine the far-cfl flashing
upon what hl«ilm depths and m!

thinks of the “crown o

{ righ

which the Lord will give to him., The
Epistle of James, again, assures the
moan who endures temptation that “the
Lord willgive him the orown of life
which He has Prom\ud toall them

% The Lord Himsel!
from heaven repeats that promise to
the_perssouted church st Bmyros “Be
thou faithful unto death, sod I will
give thee a crown of life.” The elders
ocast their crowns belore the feet of
Him that sitteth upon the throne. The
Apostle Peter, in his letter, stimalates
the elders upon earth to faithiul dis-
charge of theirduty by the hope that
thereby they shall “recelve a orown of
rightecusness that fadethb not sway.”
80 all these instances taken togetber
with-this of my text enable us to gather

rhat love Him

two or three lessons. 3

It is extremely unlikaly that all these
instanoes of the ocourrence of the em-
blem carry with them reference, such
aa that in my bext, 1o the prise st the
sthistic festixals. For Peter and Jamer,
intense Jews sa they were, had prob-
ably nDever ssen, and P ulbl{ never

sthmus
snd st Olympus and elsewhere The
book of the Hevelation draws its mets
phore slmost exclusively froin the olr

heard of, the stroggies st the

cle of Jewish praciloes and tuioge. ®

that we bave Lo look {0 other directions
than the arens or the race courme Lo ¢
ge. 1
is ajwo eatremely uniikely that in these
other pessages the reference s W &
crown sa the smblem of soversignity
for ihat fdes ls expressed, ss & rule by
scother word in Beriplure, which we
have Anglicised s “disdem™ The
“orown'' in all the passages ia & gar
Iand twisted oul of some growth of (he
field, In anclienl usage Foses Were
twined for revellers; plpeshoots o
olive branches foy the viotor in ihe
games . while the lacrel waa “ihe need
of mighty conqorrcas ' and plaited
onk ieaves were iadd upun the brows o f

plain. these other ueee of the lm

oltinsne who had descrved well of thels
coustry, and the myrile spray orowned
the falr locks of toe bilde

And w fo theas divegtions, sid

DOt A

suggested by the emblem. -

Now, If we gather together all theee
vurions uses of the word, there emerge
wo broad ideas, 4bat the “orown’
which ls the Christisn's sim s & state
{ triumphant yepose and of festal en

ymgot. Tbere are other sapecis of
wiat great and dim future which cor
reepond Lo other nécessities f our
natore, and | suppose soine harm
has been dome and scme misconoep-
tions have been inducea and some on
reality imported into the ides of the
Christisn futare by the too exclusive
preminence given 1o these two ideas
victoriousjrest aiter the struggle, and
abundant ~ satisfaction of all desiree
That future is oiber and more than &
festival ; it is other and more than re-
pose. - Toere are larg€r fields there for
the operation of powers that have been
tvained and-evolved here. The falth-
fulness of the steward is éxchanged, ao-
cording to Christ’s gréat words, for the
auth rity of the ruler over many cities.
But still, do we not all know enough of

the worry and turbulence and strs!

eflort of the contlict here below, to feel
that to some of our d"pﬂ snd not ig-
at imageé ap-

peals? The helmet that pressed upon
the brow even whilst it protected the
brain, and wore away the hair even
whilst it was & defence, is lifted off,
and cn unruftled locks the garland is
intertwined that speaks viotory and be-
fits & festival. One of the old prophets
im-

noble needs and desires

puts the ssme metaphor in wi

perfectly represented by the !hzlhk;

teanslation, when he

promises a crown
ors garland for ashes—instead of the

symbol of mourning, strewed

ol P and unimag-
ined lustre wait for us, dark and limited
a8 we. are hers, in the assuravce

h that phrass may mesn the
) that rewards righteousness, it

other similar expressions to which I

material of which the orowa is p
. posed. It fa Dol epough that there
should be festal giadness, not enough
toat there should be oalm reposs,

eoough that there sbould be flashing
glory, not enough that thers lho::hld be

intense mozral earnestness of the chrig
stem there must be, em

hope

sin and investiture with all purity.
The word means the same thing ss th
anclent promise, “Thy people

\ prom
“They shall walk with
Mo in white.” And it seta, [ n,.u{u

And then, beyond that, there are all

All marner of mischiefs may oome,

od, on condition of ovr diligence and g0
earnestness. It is not all the ssme | Ch

whether you are & lazy Ohristian or | oause, they have been galvanized iato
not. It does make an eternal difference | vigor and opposition.
in our condition whether here we ‘‘run | tianit,
with patience the race that in et be- | viotories; and yet, in Japan it is said
fore us, looking unto Jesus.”” We have | that, in the puat few
1o receive the ctown as agift; we have thousand new shrines
to wrestle and run, as contending for a | come into existence.
Budhists and Confucisnists and Shinto-

priza,
" I1I. And now, lastly, ncte the power | iat

of the reward as motive for iife. keenly on the alert, [}

Paul says roundly in our text, that | day, but we will have to fight for ft.
| the desire to obtsin the incorraptible | Let us make u
crown is a legitimate ‘spring of Obris- | go at it accord ogly.
Bat then we are in aplendid fighting
We bave a grand foroe on the

tian saotion. Now, I do not need to

"..‘ge yog:l{.me and my‘u-nrin de{enhd~ trim.
ng tisn morality feom the| feld, We oo h
frantastio objections that it 1s/1dw and ;O.?"on:. oompy the cholossl sirater s
selfish, beosuse it encourages iteell 10| the frontiers of heathenism, away off
efforta by the prospeot of thecrown. 1(}4n the heart of Asis, and in the beart
there are any men who are Christians— | of Africa, Weknow jost what we are
if suob & contradiction oan be even|.hont: we know just how we are to
stated in words —only beosuse of what | wory,
me{dhopl o ﬁtln thereby in another | go

i uw‘ﬁ,

world, they willnot'get what the, hope
for; and gey would not like it {l

that we must not set as the supreme

wotive of our lives be the loveof the
Lord Jesus Christ ; and unless we feel

0, who sball hinder me from quicker-

aggi

lating my torpld faith and encouraging
my cowardice by the thought that
ondeér there remain rest, viotory, the
aloess of life, the flushing of glory
and the purity of pertect rightecusneéss !
1f such hopes are low and selfish e
motives, would God that more of us
were obedient to such low and selfish
motives ? 4

Now it seems to me that this -{;Anu
of action s not as strong, in the Thrls-

e 1t should be. You do not hear much
do pot “think it coouples a very

place In the » e Obristisn man’s
mind. We have all got such & notion

by the ne that has been

10 say, the very olimax and

which one day shall belong o our w

are the elements, wnd
on them all fs stamped the signature
erpetuity. The viotor's I
od on (he sehen heap, the reveller's
e dibop s be sits in the heat of

blossom fudes thongh sbe lay it awa

tocormuptible. 1Ll Lwined of amars
sver blossoming o new besuly

ook, sectndly, st the die
which the crown s won.

strve, firet of wi, that in more than

e of te passages L0 which we have

already referred great emphaals ia laid

1) say, st blessed future la not wen

by efiort, bul is bestowed as & free gifi.
m the bands, which have

woousred 1L, and, ss | may say,

ards the wrestling ground of the

mooasch, must we look hr the icess | piiroed with the crown of thorne ours

would never bave worn the
. Jesua provides the sole means,

y , by which any man osn
enter into that Loheritance ; and Jesus,

of thelr lfe nere, gives the crown.

“The wages of sio is death.”. But we
rise sbove the region of retribution and
desert when we pass to the next clavse

oternsl
tbat “through Jesus Ohrist’”
Whilst, then, this must be:laid as
the tasls of all, there must alac, with
equal earndstnees and clearn
torth the other thought that
gift has conditions, which no-dluofl
n
ave read as a text we
have these cnndiuune'da_ch‘ndu being

it
Christ's

tianity-—as {1 that was a disgrace to b
—thal 1L seoms 10 me that the fisture of
lory and blessedaess has very largely
aded sway, as & motive for Cmistine
men's energles, lke the fresoo off &
negleoted convent wall,
nd | want to sxy, desr brethren,
that 1 belleve, for my parl, that Wwe
suffer terribly by the comparsiive
pegleot into which this side ol Uhrle
tian truth has fallen, Do you not think
it would make's diflerence to yoa I
you really believe, the thrilling oow
solousness that every sot of the prysent
waa regletered, and would tell on the
far side yonder ¥
We do sot know much of that future,
and these are intolerant of mere un
verifiable hypothesis. But sconmey sf
knowledge and definiteness of impres
slon do not slways go together, nor Is
thers the fulness of the one wanted for
the olearness and fores of the other
Though' the thread which we throw
‘across the abyss s very slender, it &
strong enough, ke the string of a boy's
kite, to besr the messengers of hope
and desire that we may send up it, and
strong enough to bear the gifta of !not
that will surely come down along it.
We cannot understand unless we loak
"

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
ON THE Gl‘l‘. PIVIDR BETWREN THR

The Lillowing poom s by Mive Ausle M. Mofoss
»

and mow prineipal st Mount Carroll, Tilingis:

BY WILLIAM ASHMORE, D D, Far away and '.')'l\fd the nmlhe

Lies a land, a beauteous land,’

Hushed tosleep by gentle murmaring

There is plonty of hard ti‘hlinl O! the water o'er thesand

Satun is the god of this world, Lewon 11. July lf_fx

Calmed and quieted at even
By the ooean's lullaby,

By the ocean's mystic nightmong,
By the giant north wind’s sigh.

Let no one suppose ba will sur-
nd | render without s struggle.
have coms, from either of these twin | ple think heathenism is ajous over.
thoughts, wrenobed apart. But let us | 3 ime’'others say that no more heathen
weave them ayclosely together aa the
stems of the flowers that make the gar-
Iands are twined, and feel that there is | many old ones wiil be repaired ; and
» perfect conafstency of both in theory heatheniam will fight with desperation
and that thers must be a continual | before it will yield.
union of both, in our beltel and in our

raotioe. Eternal life ia the gift of votaries hate, in some instances, been
aded to this by the advance of

Kissed at mora by sportiog sea-nymphs,
@Guarding well the dear lov

As the mighty sea-bora modsters
Did thefr homes in days of yore.

A dear land, this land of beaaty,
Nestling in its bed of brine,
Where the fleeoy foam and sea-oaps
Make for worshippers a shrine.

And 'ris rooked from dawn to sanset,
Never murmoring not

For ita little arm outstretohing,
A firm anchorage has made.

To the sister strongiand sturdy,
Firmly settled by her side;

hed and looking seaward,
Sitting flughed with honest pride. ¥

temples willbe bullt. All toisis not so.

Many new temples will be built, aod
Exodus should be read

the “Book of the Co
2003 and chapper 32 ;
bas teken & new life. account in Deuterono

The absence of M. se
teating botly the leade:
They had just tak n

fance 10 God, and un

has achieved some splendid

Passes Belief

. Nicholson, Florenceville,
N. B, Struggles for Seven Long

Yeoars wi
CANCER ON THE LIP,

AND 18 CURED BY
AYERS

o presciibed for me, bu
rpo

Eat into the Flesh,

their time of tel.l, ¢
vess, of develpems

danger that came 1
church, as there was
came to the Coristia
not capable also of be

our minds to that, and
As be hears its glories su
And he learns these songs
Thro' the ages down have rung.

“Tis the home of love and freedom
Comes the answer to his q
“There in hope and loving
Penoefal, quiot, calm in rest.

~re and noble psople,

waas gone forty duys
seven weeks, if the
Weo have our pickets on all leaders in the lower ;(1

Aaron,”” Moses’ broth
leader left- io chax

gode,” or » Ged, “whi
ue,” and be our leader
see God, and they wat
wasifestation of God.
al manifestations of
oloud and fire, the gl
adl,

We know all about our enemy ;
well equipped with Bibles and
and weil supplied with efficient

8 g 1
Thrilling hearts with joy snd gladn Decided Improvement.
they | me Where their melody is found. ..
dta "'do ot believe that there ar3| it §
any such people; and sutp I am, if|ihe right sort ‘of workem.
there ave, that it is not Christianity | have splendid reserves to fall back
that has made them so. But s thing upon, Out college men aud our young

ities for raising ap m(:.o of

For this conatry sung with gles, .10

s the fair and beauteous Siotia,

In these became so com:

not make them realis

God. Toey had jusi
s, wh

s onn Sarsaparilla

at the World's Fair.”
AYER'S PILLS Rogulate the Bowels,

motive we may well rightly accept s | L;4 we have no fear that dej
a subsidiary encouragement. W are | jonary ranks will suffer]for lack? of
not Christians unless the dominant] . ulfied recraits.

h\":‘\’ we have k-mxm‘e- Mg N
& neosesity, becanse of loving Him, to| ™ we must keep in mind. o

three great considerations in missions,
ol 1o bt liks Him. But, that boing {n thelr due order, are: The Field, the

Then be loyal, brave, true women,)

were everywhere vi

more than pesrls aikd gold,

A SEASON

0f Dread and Fear
for. Thousands
of Poople.

“Break off the golden

" | Men, and
ing my energies, and stlmu- | g 04 G043 work, He has done that

for us. The reserves of men and wom-
is provided 3.'[‘;3:ng t:m as seen on the monur
thing to do wrony

b
{otelligent interest ;
“Marriogs are worn i

do not come in to send the men who
are ready.
osslons for anxiety, but
them separate treatment, some
all, God is working for us
h\- providences. The lnst
m\ﬂ 1 lb.\\: Kroat lelonr
Giod goes before our armies
about hesven In ordinary preaching. ' g1, biug sent bis “homete” shead.
pot the first time He has done it
When the ark moves, then larael must
now-a-days of the A good that the | MOYe L
CGioapel do I ml.o:.uﬁulu peoseny, | God has broken thie brasen gates. Me
aad some of us have sofrightened | has ralsed up Cyrus
talked | evorissting gospel fa on his

Asayrian and some E

tians of this day sa it used to be, and mightily b
ocoursged and disap;

were.

4. “Fashiloned it wi
Elther, »« sevesal W
(tho'gold) fu & bag."
iramed with & geavi
0 be made, and, b
liquid gold into the |

I Yoo Would Banish the Bluss
and all Yoar Other Dis-
rosses Ose Paine's

Celery Compomnd.

Yeou, this Is jost the seadon when we
bheas men and women lsmenting about
thelr hdl“ﬂwﬁhﬁn. They fad

bollow, or was &

A the “other worldiness' of COhris in mid-heaven. Ho hae
image covered with

fully for His servants. We may mod-
orive an oldiime waylng
Bo man 0 do them wrong,
for thelr sake, saying
Touch not mine snoloted, and do my
missionarios bo harm

spored bulls worahi
wogs probably from |
thelr Anosstral Chal

reproved ki

TAGIFT

Sultable for the Holiday Season

DR. HOPPF!LS BOOKS |
“ The Herealler Life," "=
““The Baptist Manual,”

wisdom, stengib, o

utares and nstigoal futeres, -Above
them in & bigher grade than all, are

The prophets dealt In
misslonary fotures before us anfnh
David, and Paal all deslt in
tol saw all tribes and kin

s sl poming st onoe
w “a muliitude thal no man
could mumber,” and they hed
counters in bis day oo,
and not fer away either, weaee » regen

. Adumns, Traro, N. 8 says of the
£ e A
Mg
of the La
per haw #“(ﬁ liapistn
regenersted Japan, and o . g
fo becomes & burden
wisrsble.

The great recuperator, strength and
fver for such weary, worn-oul
people

shall streteh forth hér hands unto God, "
and God shall smploy human hands to
reach forth and graap the outatretohed

. PAOFESSIONAL CARDS
AMON A, WILBON,

Compound, now so univemally ap-
proved of by mediml men.

Poor Afrioa, “the open sore of the
alled

st it with eternity for & backg
The landsospe lacks ita explanation,
until the mists lift and we gee the white
summits of the Himalayas lying be-
hind and glorifying the low, sandy
plain. Would your 1ife not be- difter
ent, would not the thirgs in it that
look great be wholesomely dwindled
and yet be magnified, would not sorrow
be calmed, and life become “s solemn
worn of ills,” and energies be stimu-
ated, and albbe different, if you nﬂl{
“did it tobbtain an incorruptible’™

crown,
Brethren, let us try to keep more
slearly before us, as solemn and blessed
t in our lives, these great

and con- g
nacus eflort, The ssme metaphor | thoughts. The garland hangs on the
employed by the same apostle, in his
b that he had fough L]I:h :g:d
scivusness that he lought the
fight and run his race, u“\fe the
lists and runners of the arens, wi
u‘upe that he -hn}l reoeive the oro
ht mes Geid

i

wn of

iven to the man who endures temp-
in thasense of bearing
thereby to be

and

growth in Christian lile, Peter ssserts
that it is in the reward of self-di
discharge of duty, And the Lord from

the condition of

neoes-
Hus gift of the
passages

Ihl

sary prérequisite of

there is included, though not
on the level these other
the love ¢f Him and the love
necessary quallfica-

ly
en
of i

, but “a man is not crowned unless
e strive according to the laws” of the
arens. The laws are two: No man
enter for the confliot but by faith in
Christ ; mo man oan win in the struggle
but by faithful effort. 80 the first law
Is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Chriat,”
and the second is, “Hold fast that thon
hast; iet no man take thy crown.”—
The Freeman.’
e

Liquor robs & man of his sense and
wisdom, ‘and Do pemson should be so
foolish &s to place himsel! under the
thraldom of sush an enemy.

ODYNE

1
"h; ,;‘"‘m l}«."

T e slave vald shall b6 koown | , - *ioes Usley Oosmpotind ta s pene:
no more, the Arab torsh no more shall
fire the thatéh of her dwellings. And
the isles of the e, they have walted
for His law, and His law has come, in
11, and will .come in fall, in due time.
e know who is the real king, today,
Jannibal fslands. The babe in
the manager of Bethlehem ; the boy of
twelve years of age reasoning with the
dootors in the temple; the
i today th

His ia the one nams that
the thousand tribes honor and exalt.
More than all that, the peace and stabi-
lity of out own land is one of the out-
oreign missions, for we need
not expeot to enter into millenial
and plenty before the rest of
We shall all reach it
is no precedence there for one nation
above another; the Jew and gentil
them that are afar off and them that
are near, shall sit at meat together in
om of God, and all at onetime;
and second table at

-ETLAW, NOTARY PUBLIC, 1O,

Ohwbis Corner, 09 Prinoe William Street.
¥ P, 0. Box 858, Telophone 86,

. . loaped rity.

masently ~basiebed, sod u:-l S~ R one e all”Siser Busliess prompuly

health and robustness.
Celery Oompound at onoe, il you would
all | evioy life in the hot weather.

For our own, our loved and lost, we
hearts and tears that
still must flow,
In full-hesped hands, the opening flow-
ers of |:dn|.
Lﬂk‘l‘dhllfv lown, and budding roses,
As Myaungd oheeks, before the blood
was
That lent their morning bloom its gen-
erous glow.
—Oliver Wendell Holmes.
“When God intends to fill s soul, He
when He intends

EDWIN D, KING, G 6 WILLIAM L BARSS, Ll.B

MONT, McDONALD,

when we help others we help ourselves,
and when we save the heathen we save
the Americans.—Journaland Megsenger.

JUNCTION HOUBE,

when he intends $0 exall Lanches served
Hast makes it humble ; wh S et m
wnvn‘n“nonl.loumnk- it sensi-
nothingness.— Flavel.

One secret act of self-denial, one

C. J. TABOR, Proprietor,
CENTRAL HOUSE,

Corner of Granville 'and Prinoe Streets. Eme
trance—88 Granville Street.

e T ook e,

Mrss A. M. Pavsow, Propriertriz.

The present life is the seed-plot
the h\nuln:uo,nduu harvest which

<




