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Our Soldiers and the French Towns—The
People and Some of the Customs

ARTICLE NO. 6.

[By Lacey Amy, Special Correspondent
of The Evening Times with the
Canadian Forces in France.)

With the Canadian Forces in France,
July 5—In the beginning, when the code
 nations was laid down, there was
sanded to the French, people a mould

, irom which they have produced sev-
" wral ‘thousand towns, afterwards adding
rariety by the simple process of altering
the slant of the streets and the archi-
lecure of the Hotel de Ville. You might
frop a Canadian in any one of them,
nd unless he tripped over a famiilar
sobblestone, he might locate the town
mywhere from Poperinghe to Arras,
with a range in depth of twenty-five
miles or so from the fighting line. Which
ks about the extent of the Canadian sol-
lier's knowledge of France and includes
snough hundreds of towns to make the
lollowing description as indefinite in' lo-

:ation as an item about a baseball game

would be in Canada. ] : g

The French town about which the
Canadian force is centred—or rather
iplashed—has little distinctive from its
fellow - products - of the common mould:
[t is so typical that a sketch of it should
bring every mother in Canada over to
France—if I can do it justice—to see
what surrounds her boy so many months
of the year. ] g

Picture a spilling of uneven lines from
) celestial balloon and you have the plan
of the streets. The man who charted
them must have been out late on a fete
pight 'and have felt the necessity of an
s#anlimited uncertainty of direction. ~ His
'most convivial evening would never leave
pim at sea in the streets of a French
town. Always there would be a twist
sthead to fit into his course.

Having got that thoroughly in mind,
ye may add the houses, Once the
jtreet lines were laid down, builders
rame along with competitive sizes of resi-
fence in mind (though seldom of plan)
ind pointed roughly to the location they
fesired. The size might not fit into the
ypace, but such a trivial obstacle was
svércome by jutting the corner into the
ilready zigzag street line. It cut in so
teriously on the sidewalks that they
rompletely disappear at unexpected mo-
ments and oppose a blank wall. And
jo protect the obtruding corners from
the passing traffic, stone posts were stuck
in the edge of the roadway—which the
wagons struck at their peril

Roughly speaking, the town centres
round the square. The French town
without a square flanked by the hotel
de ville (in ordinary English, the town
hall) isn’t yet on the map. The square
provides a place for the market, public
proclamations, evening gossip, and a
lemporary storeroom for things in gen-
eral—usually, during the war, lorries and
motor cycles. The idea is that the mayor
may look from his official window and
satisfy himself that his flock is behav-
ing'in' a comely manner.

The market is weekly, with monthly
editions de luxe to encourage the idea

that bigger things are possible on ef-
fort. . The weekly market is a depart-
ment store, a live stock farm, and a
rummage sale combined. You can buy.
anything from face powder to live pigs,
from rope-soled slippers to cherries. The
Caledonian market in London, plus.the
Farringdon street market in the same
‘city, added to the farmers’ markets in
the large cities of Canada might produce
something resembling the cosmopolitan-
ism of a French town market. We go
%here for buttons, shaving soap, ' and
fresh eggs for the mess. We pay, but
we get thrown in a foreign flavor and a
Cook’s tourist atmosphere not to be ob-
tained in the available ordinary and
cheaper forms of commerce. :

When you see a red tabbed officer
gravely examining a stand of notions
you know a button has come off his
shirt. ' Tommy patronizes the market be-

cause /it gives him a chance to air his |

French and develop his sense of com-
parative values. The French people at-
tend for the time it saves, the freshness
of the produee, and the opportunities for
gossip. I haven’t discovered that anyone
goes because it is cheap—which reminds
me of prices at St. Lawrence Market in
Toronto in the days before the war.

A carefully devised scheme’ in con-
nection with the French town is the con-
dition of the streets. They are paved
with cobblestones, sidewalks and road-
way. You may travel at fifty miles an
hour up to the outskirts, but there you
must slow down in self-defence to six
or eight, or lay up for repairs. They
have signs in the suburbs establishing
a rate of ten miles—then the man who
hting the signs goes behind ‘a post and
delightedly watthes vou try to exceed
the limit. The ordinary warning %
pedestrians—most of whom are sooner
or later in their peregrinations forced
into the road—is the dislodgement of
your car fittings on to the stones.

French streets are usually clean. T do
not know whether that is their nature
in peacetime, or because when the sol-
diers are in town they are bound by the
regulations to clean the streets them-
selves. To be sure the women and girls
of the homes are out at 8 a. m. scrub-
bing the cobbles almost to the middle
of the road. But the first half hour’s
traffic’ undoes all that. The only un-
sightliness is the day’s wash-up - within
doors. Whether it is a factory, a stable,
a blacksmith shop.or a house, the scrub-
bings find outlet into the street, and the
khaki street gang come along and see
that they do not block the traffic. It is
all a clean sort of dirt. . .

+ Another result of cobbles 1is that
street sauntering is reduced to.the mini-
mum. It is too hard on shoe leather
and ankles and muscles. That is why
the soldiers favor inch soles to their
shoes, so that they may cover a French

street without feeling more than the

larger unevennesses or falling between
the stones. Not every lad temporarily
missing is a prisoner of war.

The houses are quaint. There is a
similarity of design, but no symmetry
of ling. Each house and store has its
own walls and roof, its own height; its
own finish and color, though the prevail-
ing tone is white. The roofs are always
steep; and I am informed-by the Cana-
dian artists now attached temporarily
to the force that this is artistic. It is at
least effective—in France. One or two
towns have the gable ends facing the
street, ke Arras. But usually the peak
runs parallel with the street. A burglar
has little chance of escape either by
French roofs or French streets.. |,

One grows accustomed to the pecul-
iarities: of the French civilien' dress, but
it still retains some novelty for me.
Small girls dress normally enough, but
the small boys wear large aprons with
yokes buttoning down the back and re-
sembling at a distance the garb of cer-
tain religious orders. The women vary
as they do elsewhere, with quite as good
an average. Just now the fit men are
in French grey, which makes a sightly
uniform. The trousers of the others are
peculiar. They are loose at the top, end-
ing at the ankle in a cuff. The volume
of the top establishes the home and
origin of the wearer, Some require a
whole road to- pass each other; others
use patience and perform the feat on the
sidewalks by turning sideways.

Everyone is kindly and pleasant-faced,
despite the war. . Thechildren are full
of life, but not rough.or disturbing'noisy

The Canadian soldier takes to the people |

and they to him with a \camaraderie
which makes a real pleasure of a rest

eamp. 4 i

When the mayor wishes to speak to
his people he sends round a crier with
& brass plate and a wooden mallet. At/
the clangor the people gather round and
receive instructions. They may be a
distribution of sugar, at the fown hall, or
a warning to deliver in connection with
the war. ‘And like the boy with a new
whistle, the crier does not stint his job.

Just now two of three stores are esti-
minets or tea rooms or restaurants, some
reserved for officers. There are no
street names, and the only visible num-
bers have heen put there by the military
for billeting purposes. Many signs are
in French and English. Any Canadian
soldier in France learns enough French
in a fortnight to prefer the French signs
as a step in his education. By the way
they flock to the stores I suspect that
they make purchases at times largely to
extend their French vocabulary.

The news. vendors announce them-
selves by horns, except when selling the
London papers. These they shout with
all the pride of English-speaking
Frenchmen. In a certain French city I
heard a score of young lads shouting
the ‘papers in true London "accent—
“poipah! poipah, suh!” And the speed
of their sales is proof of the popularity
of their wares and their English.

When the army comes into possession
there are other offices besides -street
cleaning assumed by the military. At
every corner where traffic crosses stand
traffic men, whose uplifted hands are
command for private or general. There
i¢ no confusion, and very little delay,
though the corners are sharp, blind and
narrow, and the passage of war im-
pediments is ceaseless. The get-there
policy that ‘makes a road-hog of a man
in Canada, and the give-and-take that

introduces almost incredible amenities

into the traffic of London, are unknown
in the French town in the military areas.

You take youf -plate in the line as laid

down by the unistrined arm of a simple
private with & black band on his. arm.
I¥ saves time, temper and rolling stock,
and incorporates into the foreign flavor
of strange streets and architecture and
language the strongs visible arm of Brit-
ish law.

There are other signs of war in these
towns. With the commencement of the
futile German push in March the en-
emy opened a further demanstration of
futility. Most of the towns within
twenty miles of the fighting lines have
been shelled with “varying intensity. A
few have been viciously knocked about,
others subjected ta the German idea of
frightfulness as a peace incentive. To
say that it has effected nothing of what
Was intgnded is to repect a known truth.
Almost every house bears a small sign
with. the information, “Cellar for 8,” or

perhaps as many as.twenty or mare, the |

location of immediate refugé and their
capacity. 1 -

. Into the town I have in mind a few
shells were tumbled, but the damage is
inconsequential in material or morale. A
few unnecessary citizens have flitted,
many have sent:away their spare furni-
ture, but the town goes on in appear-
ance as usual. . To the curious can be

' shown . the marks of the shells, and a

house. was -upset as-a. petulant child
might ‘ knock over a toy. And always
can be heard the “er-r-rump” of shells
in the distarice, and at® night the fre-
_guent passage of raiding machines with
heir: ugly Aurdens. =~ .

* Yesterday there was a sale of salvage
rescued from the edge of the German
advance—oats, boxes of tinned goods.
And- the 4own women were there with
their baskets to bid. The French orgdn-
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CARLETON'S
GROGERY

"Phone W 513 134 King St. West
FRIDAY,. SATURDAY, SPECIALS

24 b, bag Regal Flour, Standard.....$1.55
24 1b, bag R, H. Hold, Standard.... 1.55
24 1b, bag Purity Flour, Standard, .. 1.60

24 b, bag Five Roses, Standard... 1.60
(Sugar With an Order.)

10 bs, XXX Granulated :..:....... $1.00

32 1bs, Light Brown.............. 1.00

HOME-MADE PICKLES.
Mixed Sweet and Chow, per bottle. .Yéc
25¢. SPECIALS.

3 bottles Extract Lemon or Vanilla. .25¢.
3 cakes Infants’ Delight Soap.......25¢
3 1bs, Graham. Flour 25¢.
3% 1bs, Oatmeal
3%, 1bs, Cornmeal

2 cans Dominion Vegi Soup........ 25¢,
6 ‘pkgs. Cow Brand goda ........... 25c¢.
3 rolls Toilet Paper'................ 25c¢.
2 pkgs. Acme Gloss Starch..... . .20
2 pkgs, Corn StarcH ...............24c.
2 fbs. Prunes ... 4 giigpeerisves o 24
Country Eggs arriving daily, per doz, 53c.

Choice Country Butter, per 1b
5 1b, lots 41c., 10 Ib, lots

New Potatoes, Cabbages, Cukes, etc.,
at reasonable prices.... ..

42¢.
............ 40c.

s e sess e

Food Control Lictnse 83810, °. 8—12
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UNDER SUNNY SKIES

At war work or producing food. Out on
the golf links. Perhaps on vacation or at
business— laboring under the heat of mid-
summer, you will always enjoy that “breeze
of comfort™ if you wear as a hot-weather
neckpiece the Tooke Soft Collar, with the
patented hook.

THE Tooke Hook

PAT. OcT, 16,1917 UNDERNEATH

X-Ray SHows Hook
Unpzr TiE

QuUT oF SIGHT

Makes a soft collar wear and look like a stiff collar.
Endless variety of shapes and materials. Sold through-
out Canada by all good dealers.

.INGERTED IN EYELETS
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PAINLESS EXTRACTION
Only 25¢

the best teeth in Canzda
the mos® reasonable rates.

BOSTON DENTAL -PARLORS

We make
at’

Head Office: - Branch Office :
527 Main St. - 86 Charlotte 8t
‘Phorie . 688, *Phone:-88.

DR. J. D. MAHER, Prop.

RUBBER DIAPERS

The Soft, Comfortable Kind. Four Sizes.

90c. Each

WASSON'S - MAIN STREET

Open 9 a. m Until 9. p. m.

ization includes specially appointed of-
ficers to handle the salvage for the com-
mon. benefit.

But over all hangs ‘the grit of ' the

of the Canadian soldier, who ' knows
how to extract the utmost from: the
comforts and pleasures of any variation
of the output of that mould for French
towns. There are aeroplanes, and guns,
and barbed wire, and a wall of fighting
men out there in the east to guarantee
to him:‘the:safety of<his time of rest.
French towns may be turned from a
common mould; they are never uninter-
esting—they are indissolubly connected in

| the Canadian soldier’s mind with his

many bright moments in a war even the
ingenuity of the Hun cannot render en-
tirely uncomfortable.

St.. John  will: be visited soen. by a
delegation of members of the Allied
Trades and Labor Council. The dele-
gates to visit the city will be A. Bas-
tien of the -eastern committee, and
Thomas Moore of the central body.

; 1

- Saturday and Monday
~ Specials
e AT

ROBERTSON'S

TWO STORES

FLOUR.
49 1b, pag Robiahood or Ogilvies.. .$3.30
24 1b, bag Ogilvies.....ovinraeees 356
24 1b, bag Star .... Crael D00

SPECIALS

For Saturday

Red Cross Beans
Pumpkin, 2 cans
Snider’s Soup
Rice Flour, per 1b
Gold Soap, 4 cakes

OUR SPECIALTY
HOME-MADE COOKING.

SAM IRONS

92 Prince St., West 'Phone. W. 450 |
Canada Food Board License No. 8-2670 |

THE WANT

French, the nonchalance and insoncinnce]

Matches, 2 boxes .........eocnenen. 25¢.
Pulverized Sugar, 2 Ibs............. 25¢. |
Whole Green Peas, 2 Ibs............ 25¢.
Celluloid Starch, 2 pkgs............ 25¢.
Jelly Powders (Bee), 4 for.. S+ 256
Not a Seed Raisin, 2 pkgs... 256
2 in 1 Shoe Polish, 3 for............ 25¢.
Black Knight Stove Polish, 3 for....25¢.
Granulated Corn Meal, 31bs......... 25¢. |
Cocoa, fine quality in bulk, per Ib...35c
Orange Pekoe Tea ........ o 50c.

i
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|
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|
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- makes and qualities.

SUIT CASES..

..... ses e

”

How Gfiuking 1s Done In

1 Fireleés Gooker

The principle of fireless cooking
is simplicity itself. The heat that
‘does the cooking is stored up in
small _discs called “radiators.”
These radiators can be heated over
any kind of stove, any kind of
fuel. As the heat from the radi-
ators cannot escape from the fire-
less cooker, it is held imprisoned
within the cooking compartment
and penetrates the raw food that
cooks it—will cook it in practical-
ly the same time as an ordinary
stove.

This Fireless Cook-stove wiil
save 80 per centi. of your fuel

Come in and see how the Fire-
less Cook-stove will cut your fuel
bill in half:

Free Demonstrations

SOLE AGENTS

AMLAND BROS., LTD.

19 WATERLOO STREET

GREAT VALUES IN
Trunks, Suit Cases
“and Club Bags

Regular bargain prices, largest assortment, best
Be sure and come to see our
stock before you buy elsewhere.

TRUNKS—AII sizes and qualities, with or without
straps, 26 in. by 36 in. ... Prices $2.50 to $15.00
STEAMER TRUNKS—34 in. by 40 in.,

Prices $6.50 to $12.00
Biggest Bargain in Town

100 LEATHERETTE SUIT CASES,

$1.23 While They Last

With Orders)
Choice Country Butter 44c. 1b,
A Limited Quantity Tea at Old Pgiscésib

Tiffson’s Oatmeal............ 32. pkge.
New Potatoes, Berries, Peas, Beans,

Fresh Eggs at Lowest Prices.
Goods DeliveteddAll Over City, Carleton
| an

Fairville

Food Control
License
No. 8-4391
No. 8-6753
No. 8-17248
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RED CEDAR

SHE ATHING

3-8 in. x 3 in. V Joint—Perfectly
Clear
This heathing will take on a beautiful
finish and is very suitable for sheathing
or wainscoting. It is both moth-proof
and rat-proof.

Price $35.00 per 1,900 Feet

J. RODERICK & SON

USE _

RAD. WARY_ .

BRITTAIN ST. 'Phone Main 854

Granulated, 37> Brown Sugar, $1.00
(

|

BALp Bag FREMy oofs-eoonorenens TG JUVENILE SUIT CASES—12 in. by 1» in,,
Lipton’s ...... e el e From 75c¢. to $1.50
Orange Pekoe ............ e ) HILDREN’S SCHOOL CASES—Re lar T5e.
King Cole or Morse’s ..... s 55¢c. o DI 8 . g:l Price. 39
B Roge o RIWAYS .oooean- . “60c. value i il i vioncicn. e Price, 39c.
SUGAR. i JAPANESE SUIT CASES—24 in., :
10 1bs. Finest Granulated .........5$5.00 Less Than the Manufacturing Price, $1.35
13 Ibs, Light Brown .......... veee 5,00 GENUINE LEATHER SUIT C ASES 50
CEREALS. | y $8 to $22.00
20 1bs, Oatmeal for ...... L $1.45 CLUB BAGS—From 14 in. to 20 in,
37, 1bs. Oatmeal for................25¢ ' From $2.25 to $22.00
31, tbs, Corn Flotr .eevvereonece..25C ;
3 1bs. Cornmeal ..,.,g Our Store Will be Open All Day Saturday
3 Ibs. Graham Floue . ......0 00000 to 11 pm.
|3 1bs. Whofe Wheat Flour... .. ... 25¢
b2 ibs, Rice ........ Gieiie s e
2 1bs. Split Peas ....sseceveeee.. .25 . M : ;
Green Whole Peas ......c......30c gt 4
:l'a‘_lbs. Elaxillzy st 5 ce .
inest Yellow Eye Beans........3lc qt. . < ;
Finest Small White Beans ......3lc. qt. 54-56-58 DocK Street St. john, N. B.
R e T PE————E R MR T
Cucumbers ........c.cceee vee 4 for 25¢.
5 ib. tin s(thmbSyﬂnp ..... i 50c.i e - —
. rawber: BB .. .icenecns . . :
; lli:ot?lgs Lib:y’s gwjeet Pickles. . ... 35c.’ ‘A meeting of Teamsters’, Chauffeurs’ ! i
Large bottle Sweet Mustard Pickles 25¢. and Helpers’ Union was held last night ! FlRE
3 bottles Worcester Satsce .....uuu.t 25¢'|in the Oddfellows’ building. The union | an d
2 bottles Tomato Catsup ........... 25¢, | has adopted a wage schedule which was |
Golden’s Mustard ............. 20c, jar submitted to the union last night and is HAR'NE
Tobsters ........:.... " 29, tin  to become operative in the nedr fufore. . '} INSURANCE COMPANY
Libby’s Chipped Beef......... 25¢, glass | | ANDRE
3 pks. MicLaren’s Jelly Powder ....25¢. : W JACK, Agent
H. P, Sauce ......... aaE ... 25c, : ! 65 Prince Willlam Street
4 rolls Toilet Paper .....c..... LA ! AT . ——
3 Silties Auitionts ..o oo e EXTR A SPEC' ALS
Lemon Pie Filling ..........c.... 15¢, tin
Evaporated Peaches ......... «..20c. 1b. A ° ’
e e 10c. — At —
able Salt ... . il 6c. bags res eern
Peds . e el 15¢c, tin )
Wax Beans ........cceveceecees 20c. tin i
Hnion I’Ii;nd C/leaner. A s .210c. tin |
ed Salmon, ¥z s.......... .20c, tin ars
e s B 27c. tin COMPANY
(E‘:old Seal Bl:lﬂk%ig Powdet....... f25c.2;2‘ R
vaporated Milk.............. or THREE STORES _
Mayflower Milk .........co0enet 20c. tin' 443 Main Street "Phone Main 710 ﬁsm Jars (Pints) .......... $1.05 Doz
Eagle Brand Milk .............. c. tin| 86 Brussels Street 'Phone Main 2666 Masou Jars (Quarts) /... .... 1.35 Doz
Baker's Cocoa 3s..42c, Yas 23c., 3 small | 267 King St., West 'Phone West 166 son Jars (1-2 %a‘lo) ........ 1.60 Doz
tins for 25¢. - i . FLOUR {mpmw;ii c(}'reem . é}t::t:)) ...... i(llg goz
. ; mprove m vy .15 Doz
%:llabr'k’ts{n(}?i?ia s;alﬁesgﬁab:s:n Sn?oﬁzeziaail 24 1f bags Five Roses Flaur....... $1.59 | Perfect Seal Jars (Pints)...... 1.20 Doz
S fs Seediues ‘Tor Y A e 24 b, bags Ogilvie’s Flout........ 1591 Perfect Seal Jars (Quarts)..... 1.30 Doz
ns Sardines I0f.....c..ccceeere-e 49 1b, bags Ogilvie’s Flour........ $3.30 { Choice Pink Salmon .......... 0c. Can
Yellow-Eye Beans.......... Pe rqt., 34c. | Mayflower Red Saimon ........ 28¢, Can
;Vlla,iteal:ans.i ............ Per qt., %ZC' (Blorn %;arcg . 12c. 1b.
s, Oatmeal........ e el hen c.| Best Mixe tazch: ... 12¢. 1b.
E.R. & H.C. 2 Ibs. Split Peas......... oasnsantion 25¢.| Celfulotd Starch .......ccc.enn... 14c, 1.
|3 1bs. Batley......... Lo sy 25c. | Tikon's Rolled Oats ... .. ... 32c. pkg.
{2 cans Evaporated Milk............ 25¢.| Sardines, 9c., three cans ........... 25¢.
6 pkgs. Cow Brand Baking Soda.... 25c| Oysters, large can, ................ 25c¢.
2 pkgs. Sidtana Sl:l’ca:t-a-Seed Raisins. 22§cc. 8Zsters, meliom size. . .ol 15¢.
Licenses No. 8-1880, No, 8-28315 4 cakes Lenox So0ap............. L. 2o Corn Syrup. . o0l 4l 23c, can
ns Vegetable Soup............. 25¢,| Thre 4
. Cor. Bain and Douglas Ave. % fgs.chvf Proaves; . ... 25¢. e b e dndmd e -~
Phones—ML 3463, VL 3462 | Lobsters o Per can, 30c. Y G C
G Wbgoatluda . S s a1 1€7XA urocery L0.
| 7 1bs.

Cor. Main and Simonds Streets
Phone Main 2933
Canada Food Board License No, 8-18441

THE 2 BARKERS)
LIMITED
$00 Princess St. 111 Brussels St |

Are Offering

Choice New Potatoes, Only 45¢c. peck
Mixed Pickles 2 bottles, 25¢.
Chow Chow 2 bottles, 25¢c.

White Onion Pickles...... 20c. bottle
Sweet Pickles............ 20c. bottle
Horse Radish............ 20c. bottle
20 oz Mixed Pickles......... S 2
Soya Beans.................. 19c. qt.
Beany = .. ..o From 15c. qt. up
Oleomargarine .............. 32c, 1b.
Choice Rolled Butter......... 39, 1b,

FINE QLD CHEESE, 15¢ and 20c Ib.
1 1b, tin Crisco
50c. bottle Gilliard’s Relish
35¢. bottle Holbrook’s Malt Vine-

gar

Morton’s Banquet Sauce—Reg. 35c¢.,
For 2ic bottle

From 9c. up

Canned Beans

Canned Tomatoes (3s.)....e...0 2%
Canned Peas. ... -G i caiii ... 15c¢,
Canned Corn. . ... . ooiia . e 20c.

2 {bs, Corned Beef—Reg. Price 90c.,
Our Price, 65¢c.

Nos. 8-1433, 8-1434

Canada Food Board License J




