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. |Canada’s Immigration Prob.em

THE U. S. QUOTA LAWS—A POLITICAL EXPEDIENT — PIONEER-
ING—OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRITISH SETTLERS

ARTICLE 7.
By C. W. Peterson

THE passing of the “quota laws” south of the line was regarded in Canada as a social measure—an “anti-for-
elgner” demonstration, It naturally had a tremendous, and most unfor tunate, effect on public opinion. Our

bureaucracy,

action in this country. Our present “partly-closed-door”

encouraged by some of our patriotic societies, gleefully seized upon it as a precedent for similar
immigration policy is the practical result which furaishes

a ‘characteristic sample of our usual, unintelligent imitation of United States legtslation. While the press of that

country has, for propaganda purposes,

between native and foreign stock there could ha

Between 1850 and 1880 the propor-
tion of foreign native parentage in-
creased from 10 per cent to 80 per cent.
During the succeeding 40 years, in spite
of the wide, open door, it only in-
creased from 80 per cent to 85 per cent.
It is also generously admitted that the
crucial test in assimilation afforded by
the occurrence of the Great War cre-
ated no considerable problem with the
foreign population.  This is a remark-
able tribute to the loyalty, good sense
and self-restraint of the foreign immi-
grant element of that country, and 1
feel certain that the popular verdict was
the same in Canada in respect to the
attitude of this class during that hid-
eous period. /

U. S. QUOTA LAW

The quota law across the line is not
in any sense to be regarded as a gen-
eral indictment of the foreign popula-
tion. It had a distinct political back-
ground. As a social measure it was
not specifically dirccted against an in-
flux of agricultural people from East-
ern and Central Europe and it is well
for Canada to remember that the door
was not even partly closed until the
population there exceeded the hundred-
million mark. The U. S. quota laws
were primarily designed to stem the
tide of a threatencd flood of immigra-
tion from Latin countries. Secondly,
it became a political necessity to pro-
tect the United States farmer from the
menace of agricultural over-production
in order to render effective a high pro-
tective tariff agaist foodstuffs. Third-
ly, the policy was generally acceptable
{o labor as constituting a measure of
protection calculated to promote a high
wages scale. Neither of the first men-
tioned conditions exist in Canada and
our policy of rather discouraging peas-
ant immigration is, in view of our pres-
ent state of underdevelopment, there-
fore, as absurd as it is destructive to
progress.

A TIMELY STEP

However widely individuals may dif-
fer as to the merits of the civilization
that has devcéopcd south of the line
during the past century, we cannot pos-
sibly escape the conclusion that the
United States stands today as a pow-
erful, prosperous commonwealth, whose
citizens enjoy an average standard of
living far above that of any other coun-
try, except perhaps our own. In the
eyes of almost the entire world that
country easily represents the modern
El Dorado. This has begn accomplish-
ed largely through the “open door” pol-
iey, which was consistently maintained
for over a century.

If we, while jealously preserving our
British institutions and traditions, could
attain the same material results as our
neighbor did, within a simlilar period,
we should apparently have ample cause
for self-congratulation. That we can
do so following an opposite policy in
regard to immigration is open to very
serious doubt.

In view of the present well-balanced,
economic situation in the United
States the closing of the door to further
immigration is without question an
eminently sound and timely policy on
economic grounds, entirely aside from
the political motives behind it. No
rational reason whatever could be
urged why the United States should
deliberately add to her present ade-
quate population, being now quite able
to overtake human wastage from nat-
ural increase and a limited immigra-
tion. Clearly a stationary, or perhaps
very slowly increasing, population is
obviously now- the most advantageous
wituation for our neighbor. TFor Can-
ada, in view of her undeveloped con-

{ dition, to cmbrace cxclusion policies
at this time is, however, ridiculous in
the extreme. The two cases are di-
ametrically different.

“MARGINAL” LAND PROBLEM

Approximately onc-third of Canada’s
cstimated area of arable land is today
alienated and occupied, though not ful-
ly developed. If we credit the people
who selected this land with ordinary,
common sense, we must conclude that
it contains the cream of our vast,
arable area. No agricultural country
on earth would, in its virgin state, con-
tain so large a proportion of high
quality land as one-third of its arable
area. We must, therefore, admit, and
anyone conversant with the facts will
readily support such a conclusion, that
our present unalienated, arable area
falls distinctly within the category of
medium to inferior lands.

To obtain a true picture of our real
colonization problem, we must realize
that the bulk of these lands come with-
in the term “marginal.” An examina-
tion of them would at once reveal the
fact that nine-tenths are below par in
quality. They are located in  areas
where the rainfall normally is insuffi-
cient to produce satisfactory agricul-
tural results, or they are heavily
treed, are low lying, stony or have thin
soil or exhibit other undesirable fea-
tures. They are, in fact, culls. Most
of these lands present a problem in
human labor, and are marginal only
until reclaimed by hard pioneering ef-
fort, when they will graduate into the
class of more or less productive clear-
ing, digging out of stones, drainage or
similar uninviting and time-consum-
ing labor, unproductive for the time
being.

A depressing number of Canadians,
Britishers and Americans have falled,

at great ecconomic loss and to t
everlasting detriment of Canada, in
establishing themselves permanently
upon farms of that class in Western
Canada. “Flivvers,” rural phones and
mail delivery can play no conspicuous
part in such a toilsome undertaking.
It calls rather for the Spartanic life
of the early back-woods settler of old
anada. with something approaching
he crude standard of living then in
vogue. Who is going to “mop up”
this Herculean task for us? We might
as well, now and clearly, recognize that
the greater part of this strenuous en-
terprise cannot be successfully ac-
complished by people accustomed to
the high standard of living of most
of the countries we are pleased to
designate “preferred” in our present
immigration policy.

“HIGH SPOT” IN PICTURE

The successful colinization of these
lands is our most immediate problem,
which, however, cannot be solved by
shutting our eyes to irrefutable facts
however disturbing they may be.
Every province of Canada, except per-
haps Prince Idward Island, faces this
solution. The prairic section as well
as the older provinces and the older
provinces to a much greater degree
than the prairies. We cannot formu-
late intelligent immigration policies in
Canada without reference to this situ-
ation, whch easily constitutes the
“high spot” in our colonization prob-
lem. The obvious answer is a consid-
erable influx of Central and East Eu-
ropean peasants. No other class will
successfully create homes of our vast
areas of marginal lands.

Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Bruns-|'

wick and British Columbia harbor this
problem in an intensified form. Pre-
vious failures in colonizing these prov-
inces have their root in the fact that
no special notice has|been taken of the
special character of the lands to be
set'led and the absolute necessity of
endeavoring to interest a class of
people likely to surmount the difficul-
ties that will confront them. The
bush lands and dry districts of the
west cannot be permanently developed
by any other class of agricultural
people. We have insisted on focusing
our propaganda on Great Britain and
Northern Furope when a moment’s
thought should have convinced us of
the futility of such an effort. Vast
areas of marginal lands on our prairie
sections must be colonized by the
peasant class or remain unoccupied
indefinitely. Those in close touch with
the situation entertain not the slight-
est doubt on that score.

SPECIALIST IN PIONEERING.

As regards the class I enter a speclal
plea for the peasant for Eastern and
Central Furope, I say- without hesita-
tion, basing my finding on observa-
tion in his native village in Europe
and upon his creditable record over
many years on our Western plains,
‘that he is, from almost every point of
view, an eminently desirable element
in our population, that he possesses in
a high, degree the peculiar virtues and
qualifications essential to sucecessful
pioneering, the most important ot
which are frugality, perseverance and
unremitting industry, and that there
is not the least danger of any demora-
lizing influence to our native popula-
tion from contact with htm. On the
contrary, he possesses virtues which
might profitably be imitated by other
members of the community.

Let me repeat that the key problem !

in colonjzation in every province in
Canada, is the development of our
enormous residue of inferior
lands generally of average soil quality,
but involving strenuous ploneering
effort in order to redeem and improve
them into high class, productive farms.
Experience proves conclusively that the
European peasant—Sir Clifford Sifton’s
“man with the sheep-skin coat”—is
essentially the person to tackle this
job, for which no other applicants are
in sight. Any so-called immigration
policy which does not welcome with
open arms this supecialist in our most
difficult national development prob-
lem, is simply futile. Any such policy
which actually places obstacles in the
way of this useful class entering Can-
ada, which is the present situation, is
not far from being hopelessly insanec.
It can only be attributed to class
ignorance and a complete misconcep-
tion of the character of Canada’s most
urgent and pressing colonization re-
quirement.

BRITISH LEAVEN.

I anticipate the inevitable objections
to my proposal, which will be framed
somewhat as follows: “Shall we de-
liberately turn Canada into a New
Hungary or Poland.” My answer is
that we should redouble our efforts to
bring over the greatest possible num-
ber of people from the United King-
dom. The more, however, we Increase
rural settlement by peasants and oth-
ers, the more easily we can absorb
urban population, and our census re-
turns show unmistakably that British
immigration preponderatingly settle in
urban communities. Only 6.8 per cent.
of our British born immigrant popula-
tion own or operate farms.

It behooves Canada carefully to

guard her sound, free British institu-
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talked a great deal about “S00 per cent Americanism,” the existing balance
rdly have given any special cause for apprehension, ,

he | tions, and to strain

lands; |

every nerve to
foster a strong British- sentiment,

which apparently can best be done by
encouraging a large influx of people
from the United Kingdom and Ireland.
As, however, we cannot and should
not, move agricultural people from
there in volume, we must strive to
open the way for urban Britishers and
also assidiously promote and enlarge
the work of the admirable agricultural
training schools for overseas settlers
in Great Britain. We could also ad-
vantageously remove or relax some of
our existing restrictions against Brit-
ish immigration, notably the offensive,
and somewhat impertinent, “sailing
permit” regulation for unaccompanied
women and the expensive medical ex-
amination system. We should also
speed up our machinery for interesting
settlers feom Northern and other “pre-
ferred” Edropean countries. We can-
not have too many of them.

PROBLEM OF ASSIMILATION.

It is a fact that the soclal and politi-
cal effect of a great movement of peo-

- |
ple into a new country, with standards |

and language differing from the domi-
ciled population, is not very serious
where such people are settled in rural
areas. Lack of urban contact will
doubtless retard the process of assimi-
lation, but, on the other hand, the
(}ountryslde exercises a vastly smaller
influence on national life than the ur-
ban communities. Peasant settlements
are, during the earlier stages, unob-
trusive to a high degree. These people
fio not seek to exercise any directing
influence in national affairs. And it
{s well that they should not until
ready to contribute intelligently.
Canada can absorb a very great per-
centage of this class of agricultural
people without the least danger to our
social and political life.

LAND SITUATION IN WEST

I do not wish to convey an erron-
eous impression in regard to the west-
ern land situation. Excellent farms,
at prices vastly below those prevail-

ing in older civilizations, are readily
available, although it must be admit-
ted that the free homestead of good
quality and within reach of transpor-
tation is practically a thing of the past.
Those who travel the agricultural por-
tions of Western Canada are often puz-
zled to explain the presence of large
areas of first-class unoccupied lands
argund most of old-settled communi-
ties. Such lands are generally well
served with transportation, education-
al and other facilities. Their settlement
would materially ease the burden of
those already in occupation in vari-
ous ways and could give rise to no
new public liability for the extension
of services.

The ownership of such lands has
generally passed from the crown and
is in the hands of all sorts of com-
panies, individuals and municipalities.
The area is estimated at.over 18 mil-
lion acres. These lands are available
at very reasonable prices and on fa-
vorable terms. Here is an opportunity

|
for community effort and the various

provincial governments might well take
the lead in a movement jtowards a
general “stock-taking” of

formation of “Land Settlement Com-
mittees” in smaller towns with the spe-
cial object of colonizing these lands,
and making them productive.

We have also an enormous arca of
occupied and partly developed lands
in the hands of domiciled farmers who
would welcome an opportunity to re-
duce their holdings and get part of
their properties into the hands of new-
comers. The incidences of local taxa-
tion and labor problems have created
a tendency towards the smaller farm

| operated on a more intensive basis. We |
the

ineed mnot, therefore, anticipate
i slightest difficulty in meeting the re-
| quirements of new secttlers from the
United Kingdom, the United
and Northern Europe who could not
be interested in settling upon lands re-
mote from transportation, educational or

t‘hese unde- |
veloped resources, by promoting the|

States !

social, or upon_ a class of land requir-
ing pioneering effort of the more stren-
uous sort.

The next article of this series will
appear in Saturday’s issue.
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TMONG all gift suggestions, only a few stand

| out as being really splendid. The Ford car

is one of them. This popular car brings

more pleasure and comfort than anything else
you can buy.

When you consider that every member of the
family benefits and that this gift will be at their
command every day for years to come, you begin
to realize that it is an inexpensive present.

You can buy a Ford for Christmas morning de-
livery and pay for it on the convenient Ford -
purchase plan. Visit the showroom of your
authorized Ford dealer and see the latest Ford
models with their many improvements.




