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The Revolution Period and After

linsering decline of the .levclopmcnt wliicli
!

wl.ilo «as a ch.1.1 m his latlur s hoiiR- m

ha.l marked former .le.a.lcs. Tnlil after
I

London, and A.ldisoi. was writint; luK^iMe

the openrng of the new .enlury we have trifles at Oxford, with a whole de< ,.de and

to do niainlv with th.^ oUl min, or at more l>ctween him and the CuMf.iipi. NothuiK

least the oh'l forms of art. I >rvden re
;

foreshadowed the AiiKiistaii a^e. Never per-

mains the great central fij;iire. and indeed \
haps in all our hi.tory have the prospeets ol

it is i>iily m this period, atter his ilisniissal

from tlie l.urt.ile^liip and tlie deray of his

worldly i.rosperily, that he attain:, his aeknow

leili;cd pi. lie as the first ilirtator of Knglish

letter-.. Mu(h of the best ol his poetiial work

the translation of Virgil, .UtMinJir's F(itst.

and the /•;(//<•>—as well as five of his pl.iys,

was prodiiied after the Kevoliition. 'Ihese

pl.u^ .lie generally gnniped among examples

of the ' Restoration drani.i, .iiid this i las.si-

fi<ation of them, as well as of the other

plays of the sanu period, is ae( urate enough

so l.ir .IS eoiii erll^ their intrinsic i haraeter.

S'et it is noteworthy that nun h ot the

Restoration dr.iina is really po^t-Kevolution

111 iis il.ite. .Ml the liliys ol C'oiigreve and

X'anlirii^ii were produeed .ifter ii.Si), and so

Were I'.i.iiiv of Soulherne's .iiul Shadwell's,

wliile laripih.ir i anie siiU later, and did liis

lie-t W( rk in the days of (,)iieen Anne. Vet

il wa> all essentially .i beipie^t of the Krsto-

r.itioii ]ieriod. .iiul, in spite of its lirilli.mee,

the dr.im.i .liter the Re.ohition was re.dly mi

I'lie del line. Ddulitless it .iillered Imni the

lij-.s ol euuit p.itniii.ige, .ind ihe suli^titutioii

of .in alii 11 nion.in II, who e.ired nothing aliout

literature. Iiii .1 rac e of .irlistic .iniateiirs like

the .Stuart^, Its grossness .iKo grew ofteiisivi-

to the ta-.tc 01 the nation, or rather of the

toun. wtiH h WIS -.lowlv rerovering Iroiii the

Knglish : oetry been darker than in the interval

when 1 1 leii was linking way for I'ope.

The attention of F.nglishmen, indeed, was

given to other things than pure literature in

the years when the llritish Constitution and

the I'rotestant Surcession were first on their

trill. The discussion of the prohleiiis in-

volved in the settlement of Church and State

neeessarily produced a shoal of tr.ii t> and

]ian)plilets, whii h seldom rose to the level ol

literature, and have left us nothing of Jier-

manent interest save the treatises on 'I'oler.i-

tion and (lovernment (i68(j-i)2) by l.oike.

The ([Uestions of toleration and < omprilieii-

sion exercised the Jiens of the ( lergy, a-, also

did the Xoiijuring .i( liisni, whii h had as one

of its <()nsei|iieiiies the keen Trinit.irian con-

troversy (169:!) between Sherlix k and .South.

These two divines, .iloiig with StilhiiglUet,

'I'lllotson, I'atrii k, .mil otlier>, are to be

numbered among the om.uiients ol the

K- .-ohition Church ; hut in re.ilily llu- gre.it

days of the Anglican pulpit were over. 'I'lie

old ijuestiors were becoming e\h..usled ; the

polemic battle with Rome was virtually fought

out ; .'lid it is signifitant ot the drill of the

time lli.it the reign of Willi.mi -aw the

ap|ic,u.uiie ot Tolaiid (1696) .ind 'riiiilal,

and the beL;iiiiiiiig of that 'Deistiial' move-

ment wliiili w.i-. to be -o potent, in one

developiiifiit or another, in the next 1 eiitiiry.

but

prev

Ke-lnr.ition deb.iiii h. lerei.iy Collier s lamoil

S/icrl /,.,.-. (.(M,7) lui> been often reii.irded
' Signili.Miit l^ it. too, tiiat th. one gre.it philo-

.,s the de.itl.blow ol the Liter .Stu„it dr.niii ;
sophic.l uork ol the time. l.o. ke s /•.,.„7i e« ////

r.ither a si:;n of the ,

//nm.ui I ii.i, rs/.it,Ji>K (1O90I, is held to maik

If that tendency's 1
the st.iituig point of that i eiitury's characteristic

,au-e '
i

spe.ulati

TllL

more evident 111. 11

file veter.ui l>r\deil. .i-' h.i^ been said, was

the solit;iry gre.il poet, .iiid the oidy hoiieful

new 111,111 «.is .M.itlhew Prior, who followed \\\>

\\\> clever p.iroily of the Hin,/ ami llii' J\iiil/i>r

with onasion.d ver-es like those on the de.itli

of <Jueeii -M.iry .md the recapture of N.iiuur.

Shadwell .ind Nahum I'.ue were the l.uireates,

and Sir Richard I'.hukmore, the court jiliysi-

cian, began to dose the pulihc with tlie Iirst

of his six slumbrous eiiii s in iCic^s. Carths

Ihsfioiiivy a|ipeared in lOijc;. I'ope .ill the

I truth it w.i

•m teiicieiicv tii.m Itse -
. , . ,

,

The national mind, indeed, was

poetrv of the a,;e, however, bore f.ir
j

beginning to trans, end those s|,ecul.uive limits

k^ of del line than u-, drama. 1 which ha.l been inlpo^e.l by the gre.it . .)iini. t

lietween Kom.iiiisin and I'rotestantlMii .1 cen-

tury and a li.ilf before. The inevitable lesulls

of the .ivii .111.1 religi.nis struggle ot the l.ist

sixty ye.irs wire begiiiniiig to be lelt. S.ini','-

tliiug like .1 iore^h.idov.ing of die ' llro.id

Church ' movement is seen in the . .aeer and

work of C.ilbert Ihiriiet, who. howev. r. did better

servic e by lii^ llntory of /us ih.ii Tunc than by

ills 11.11 ralive ol the Keloilil.itiull iPi i'.rigianci or

his exposition of the Thirty-nine .Articles.

I'liipieMionably, .'Ue of the reforms by which


