
INTRODUCTION.

Wtu-.N a .school of Ethnol.ijrists, who include in their number the

illu>triou> name of Agasr-iz, dispute the truth of revelation, maintaining

that th,.. \iV. .!!. A.,.. ri.-;m. .i,.i (^ih.r r;i ..^ ^jvanj! ^.n diff^ront -centres

of creation;' any arguments tiiai c... usLi'.l.row so dangerous a theory arc

ontiilfd to great consideration, no matter how trivial or absurd may be the

^ubjL•ct to whi.'l) they refer. It i. hardly ueeessary to premise that, if the

view of the American Ethnologists is correct—that certain branches of the

huiuiid toHiily weic creuicd iu I'uc tuuiuric- \>-lmii U'-'-} li-w ii:i:aU!i,—

there can be nu similarity in the customs and suiierstitions of all nations,

excepting in those which the common want3, impulses, or perceptions of

men wmdd necessarily suggest to them in all countries, and at all

time-.

Any very marked id-ntitv in th-s p'.rfip„1ar i< a difficulty in the way of

l*rofes.-or Agassiz and hi< U«.ini>. Hut th.' difecuhy becomes greater, if

tlie identity exists in the ob-eivauct- ul a custom, that is of a nature so

trivial or absurd, as not to be likely to Ije suggested by nature to all men

iu all ccamtries ; and the argument against their view becomes irresistible,

when we tind a large number of ..uper..titions and customs common to all

men, identical in their meaning and mode of observance; and still more

wlien there is a marked rescuiblance in the very time when these customs

are observed, especially when tlic raujic of the cu.-tom extends from far

north of the Eijuator to tlie most southerly portions of the world, and is

found encircling the globe, existing in all latitudes and in every cli-

mate.

It is needless to say, that if such customs exist, and cannot be supitoscd

to have been b.,rrowed, we are inevitably driven to the conclusion that

they were i»/>rnted, and. i.' inlu ,:,.vl. i; ui'.-t have been from u common

origin

My attention has eonsequenth ' ri devoted, during the past nine

."
. .u„ .._:„* ,.• nort«;ii .u.nnlar custom.s and suDerstitions, the
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