
s® WFE OF BISHOP PHELAN.

<will add furtlicrmoro, I consider that he appeared to cxperioncc more i

.comfort and happhiess in serving God on the missions than performing
•easier labor at home—and I think, that, exclusive of any other testi-

mony, the consideration of the many visits to which I iiave already

alluded, would serve to corroborate these statements which I take upon
myself to nialce. It was not that ho experienced much bodily com-
fort, for oftentimes in the sections «f missions the fare was not ahvaya

the best, but that did not signify, the Bishop was always contented 1
with it. We must also take into considenition that he was accustomed

I

to s:iy mass and preach on almost every occasion of his visits, Tho
I

exertion alone of preaching?, which would sometimes last so lon:^—for

he sought to bonciit the fathers as well as the children—that I often
j

felt surprised how he could endure such bodily fatigue. All these I

things considered, we can e:isily say why he was such (pormit the i

terms) a weleonied guest among priests and people. It will not, con-

sequently, be wondered at, that hundreds would collect to escort him I

cither into or out of the missions, and felt sorrowful at parting with!

him. lie was understood to interest himself so much in the spiritual

'

and temporal wellhre of the missions, that he seemed to make hia

home thoroin ; and the iDissionary himself was always left happy, byi

reason of the great good effected for the prosperity of lus people. ^

This may account, in some measure," lor the improvements whicii wero
being made during his day. For, owing to tho khidness shown thol

clergy by the IJisliop, thoy took it as a plcasiiw!; and easy task to labor ^

under him; and the lively interest he took in the well'aie of the mis-j

j'ioiis prnini)ted them to eontribute their share of cxeition and means
for the interests of religion and the benefit of their oongrcg.itions.

k^lXTIlI//.— ///,s hoApiiitlitji and Idvihirss to liin J'ricslti on the\

occ'jsioii of thvlr rislfti t^) him.—It iijfnrds ujo a pleasing duty to!

allude to tliis trait in \\v.\ Bishop'n character, for, unworthy iis I was,*
I often enjoyed his kind hospitality, and often experienced affjction

which I had no right to expec^t. On this subject I can say nothing

new, ibr wliat Priest of his Dioce.s(i did not also receive marks of

kindness at iiis l.aiids. Kaeh one \secuied iuHy av.ai'o of the warm
reception tiioy Uiight expect when paying their visits, aud C()nHC([uently,

when tti"rc was <ii)osti(.m of con,sult;;(.ion, or tivating of matters con-

nected v.'iih the Dii.ssious. many of the priests pretertrd to apply in

person tluAigh a written conunuiiieation v.'ould have sufficed. It wm
not therefore unusual to find daily at tho Epi'-eo])al rejdd'ence s(nno

Prio;-t who had cov'ic i'rom the iiiissior.a 'Ib<y all felt tluy had a

home there, aiul if tin y had m )t money in thdr (Hirse, they would not

•have reason to expjrieU'.'e any inconvenience, in his dav, no Prie.-t

found liiinself a istrangci' in tho city. No sooner would tie Priest

have eiil.i'f'd the pidae i and paid his obedicjuce. than the. V' ry lirst

<luosti()ii ])Ut by till! Bishop woidd be if he had taken dinner, or tea,

UH the case might be, and oftener still would ho call the servant to

prepare something to cat, without putting any (juestion at all. lie

avould seem pained if tho visiting Priest would, during his stay in tlie

oUy, accep
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