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ISecrctary of Stale.

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox.

Department of' State,
Washington, April 27, 1838.

Sir : The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the

honor, by the directions ol'thc President, to comnnuiicate to Mr. Eox, her

JJritaiHiic Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary," the

result of the application of the General Government to the State of Aiaine,

on the subject of the northeastern boundary line, and the resolution which
the President has formed upon a careful consideration thereof. By the ac-

companying papers "received from tlie Executive of Maine, Mr. Pox will

perceive that Maine declines to give a consent to the negotiation for a con-

ventional boundary ;
is disinclined to the reference of the points in dispute

to a new arbitration ; but is yet firmly persuaded that the line described in

the treaty of 1783 can bo Ibund and traced whenever the Governments of the

United States and Great Britain shall proceed to make the requisite inves-

tigations with a i)rodisposition to Cilcct that very desirable object. Confi-

dently I'ilying, as the President docs, upon the assurance fre(iuently repeat-

ed by the British Government of the earnest desire to reach that result, if

it is practicable, he has instrticted the undersigned to announce to Mr. Fox
the willingness of this Government to enter into an arrangement with Great
Britain lor the establishment of a joint commission of survey and explora-

tion upon the basis of tbe original American proposition and the modifica-

tions oflered by her Majesty's Government.

The Secretary of State is, therefore, authorized to invite Mr. Fox to a
conference upon the subject at as early a day as his convenience will permit;

and the undersigned will be immediately furnished with a requisite full

power by the President, to conclude a convention embracing that object, if

her Majesty's Minister is duly empowered to proceed to the negoticjtion of
it on the part of Great Britain.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Fox the

expression of his distinguished consideration.

JOHN FORSYTH.
Henry S. Fox, Esq.

Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth.

Washington, May 1, 1838.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofyour official note
the 27th ultimo, in which you enclosed to me a communication received
by the Federal Government from the Executive of Maine upon the subject

of the northeastern boundary line, and in which you inform me that the
President is willing to enter into an arrangement with her Majesty's Gov-

» Vide Senate document No. 424, 2d session 25th Congress.
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