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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.
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To the Senate of the United States,

and House of Representatives

:

I Jay before Congress several despatches from his Excellency the

Governor of Maine, with the enclosures, communicating certain pro-

ceedings of the Legislature of that State, and a copy of the reply of

the Secretary of State, made by my direction, together with a note

from II. S. Fox, Esq., Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten-

tiary of Great Britain, with the answer of the Secretary of State to the

same.

It appears from the documents that a numerous band of lawless and

desperate men, chiefly from the afljoining British Provinces, but with-

out the authority or sanction of the Provincial Government, had tres-

passed upon that portion of the territory in dispute between the United

States and Great Britain, which is watered by the river Aroostook, and

claimed to belong to the State of Maine ; and that they had committed

extensive depredations there by cutting and destroying a large quanti-

ty of timber. It will further appear that the Governor of Maine, hav-

ing been officially apprised of the circumstance, had communicated it

to the Legislature, with a recommendation of such provisions, in addi-

tion to those already existing by law, as would enable him to arrest

the trespassers, and secure the timber which they were about carrying

away ; that in compliance with a resolve of the Legislature, passed in

pursuance of hia recommendation, his Excellency had despatched the

land agent of the State, with a force deemed adequate to that purpose,

to the scene of the alleged depredations, who, after accomplishing a

part of his duty, was seized by a band of the trespassers, at a house

claimed to be within the jurisdiction of Maine, whither he had repaired

for the purpose of meeting and consulting with the land agent of the

Province of New Brunswick, and conveyed as a prisoner to Frederick-

ton, in that Province, together with two other citizens of the State,

who were assisting him iu the discharge of his duty.


