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That at prefent our Councils and Meafures are

infufRcient. Fads and a conftant Train of ill Suc-

cefs give-a melancholy Proof. For if our Mis-
fortunes are not owing to our Councils, to what
are they owing ? If to want of Force and Sup-
plies*, why was 4 H— fquander'd to main-

tain certain Perfons in their Places at Home in fpitc

of their P— , which ought to have been em-
ployed, if it could have been fpared by the

People, on our Operations Abroad? Or why is

not more Care taken that the Numbers fliould be

compleat ? There is one principal Caufe of our

Calamities , there arc thofe wno know, who have

experienced the Truth of what I am going to fay

;

if a Man is forward to undertake whatever is pro-

pofed for want of Difcernment of the Difficulties,

iiich a Man is the Perfon for our Miniflry's Pur-

pofe, but if the Miniflry are told their Schemes
will not execute, if Difficulties are ftarted, the

Perfon who ftarts them is judged ipfo faSio incapa-

ble of doing Service. Whereas it feldom happens

that Difficulties are furmounted in Pradice, which

have not been previoufly raifed, and well confider-

ed in Council. I hope there are Men of thi?

Country able to render Service to it, that Spirit

and Underftanding is not totally decayed in this

Nation, and loft from among us, that there are

Men left, fit for military Operations, but the

moft nice, the moft difficult Difcernment is that

of Mankind •, and yet without that Difcernment

nothing is more evident, than that all Things will

moft likely go to Run^, and the Unfitnefs of Per-

fons and Things confound all Meafures. But we
are fo far from difcerning from having an Infight

into the Abilities and Difpofitions of Men, that we
have feen the great Authors of our Misfortu::3s

not only proteded from Juftice, but after fatal

Experience of their Condu^, preferred to Dignity
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