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this ardent faith. In the autumn of 1657,

there was a truce with the Iroquois, under

cover of which three or four of them came to

the Montreal settlement. Nicholas God^'

and Jean Picre were on the roof of

their house, laying thatch, when one of his

visitors aimed his arquebuse at Saint Piere,

and brought him to the ground like a wild

turkey from a tree. The assassins, having

cut off his head and carried it home to their

village, were amazed to hear it speak to

them in good Iroquois, scold them for their

perfidy, and threaten them with the venge-

ance of heaven ; and we are told they con-

tinued to hear its voice of admonition even

after scalping it and throwing away the skull.

During a great part of this period, the

French population was less than three thou-

sand. How was it they were not destroyed?

Mr. Parkman tells us for two reasons. In

the first place, the settlements were grouped

around three fortified posts—Quebec, Three


