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George, is 1,029 miles. Tlieilistance between
the eaine points, viil tlie Piiic Kivor Pasi^,

measures on the map to nearly the same
as the above that a survey alone can
determine the precise dift'erence between the

two routes."

No doubt the inlcnlioiis of tho Minis-

try on tlio Huhjc'i wonld Ic kmwi
bcl'oro tho cnil >\ ilicSc^ion; lai^. in

tho nieniitiino. Ir- ihiiiiii,lii Mr. lliiniorV

reportst shouki bo laid on tho Inb'.o, so

that hon. ^entloincn might lio put in

possession of whatever inlorniation

they wonlii iitford pievious to the laii-

way route being debated,

Mr. DeCOSMOS said thai, before

this resolution was aeeepted, he slioidd

like to di-aw the attention ol tlie lJou>e

to the importance of lhc^5C surveys a^

a means of encouraging sotlloincnt

and as preparing the best loute for

the tran.s-continental railway. They
had, he believed, in the possession ot

this House, a number of i-eporls from
variouy sources. 'Jhey had the
engineers' repm-ts, geohjgical reports,

botanists' reports, tourists' reports,

and last, though not least, tho

report of the Minister of tho

Interior. In these special reports,

they found ' abundance of infor-

mation, almost full and complete,
indicating what loute should
bo taken with roNpect to the
Canadian Pacific Railway. So far as

tho engineers reports were concerned,
they had loft severjil lines of route to

choose from, one by way of Yellow-
head Pass to Bute Inlet, the other
branching sonth-vvest by Fort (jeorgo to

Bute Inlet, and the third by way of tho

Pine Eiver and then to a ])oint near to

what used to be called Fori George, and
then to Burrard Inlet, or nearly to

Fort Simpson on the I'acitic. The
Northern route, so far as could bo
judged from tlie description of tlio

country giver, by the engineers, and
more especially the report of Mr.
Solwyn in his geological survey of
Canada, and tho excellent account
of Mr. Macoun, one of his statF of
botanists, was by far the best. There
could be no doubt whatever, by taking
the Northern route, by Pine River
Pass, and across British Columbia,
they would have one contitnious lino

of railway, where settlements could be
iradc, where they could tind a rich

agricultural country, where thoy could

have a country full of r.'.inoral wealth,

and a counliy that would provide

traffic for the I'ailway, and where they

wouldha^oa direct lino for the mer-

chandize to pass through tho Domin on

fn-m its western to its eastern shores,

lie wii^ nwaio that it was to sonio

o.Ntoiit, labour for tho ilouso to

listen to niaitors ol' this (haracter,

but ho qiigiit claim tho indulgence of

the Ilodso to diaw attention to tho

report made by .Mr. Solwyn, of

I he (ieologiciil Survey, a gentleman,

alihough conticcled with tho txovoin-

nietii, yet occupying such an eminent

position in tho si ientific world that,

whatever lie said wao accepted as In ing

unliias>ed and -wliolly unint'.uonced by

any sectional fooling, political or oihcr-

wi>o. On ]»ago 3l> of his book, ''Tho

Geology of Canada, l875-li," Mr.Selwyn
stated "that he started lioin the lino of

the Fraser. in British Columbia, to a

])()iiil called QuesnoKaiul from there by

Westroad River loSitdiui Lake, tollow-

itii; tho old overland telegraph line,

lie said :

" The grounit is generfllly level, or only
slijrhtly unitulrtting Thi're are iinmhers of
sinull Iiil<e8 iit)outuiing with (ish, and alihough
ihe soil is almost ahvay^ IiKl''i ''""^ sometimes
on the ridges too sandy or gnivelly to be fit

for cultivalioii, there are, nevertheless, con-
siderable trai'ts of good agricultural land on
ojicn or ligh' timbered fl.ita and slopes along
the borders of the lakes and along the streams
and riv<-r-; among which may be mentioned :

Westroad River, Chilaccoh Kiver, Nechacco
River and Stewnrt River ; also Naltesby,
EulatatzeU and rfinkiit Lakes. .\t the cros-

sing place on the Nechacco, and between it and
Stony Cnek, there are extensive acres of the
richest land, covered with luxuriant heib'ge,
and similar tine land occurs along the ralley
to Fraser's Lake."

Here, then, thoy had a description that

gave them an idea of the country at or
near Fovt George. On page 43, mo''-

ing still iurther we>tward in tho
Rocky Mountaiti region, they found
Mr. Solwyn saying :

" Notwithstanding this, I do not think there
is any serious impediment in any part of the
Pass to the con-iructioii of either a waggon
road or a railway, especially along the iigbt
bank."

So mttch for tho construction of the
railway in that direction. In passing
farther up the Pino River Pass, ho
remarked (at page 48)

:

" Charlette cultivates a small garden, and
vegetables of all kind grow splendialy. He
has potatoes, carrots, parsnips, onions, turnips,


