
CHAPTER VIII.

DR. ROLPH AND THE OPERATION

DR. ROLPH was a shrewd politician.
He had a large head and a big soul,
but he liked to be on the safe side.

Bein^ a Liberal, both from heritage and
pnnciple, he always voted for reform meas-
ures; while he coquetted with the Tory ad-
ministration for the good things of office.
Hence, he was coroner, gaol physician, and
medical attendant upon the Governor's family;
while his scientific knowledge, professional
skill, and suavity of manner, secured for him
a large following among the people. He was,m fact, that great social functionary, society's
doctor.
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While ostensibly a member of MacKenzie's
prospective Cabinet, provided that the forth-
conung revolt should come to a successful
issue, he was too astute to commit himself to
the extent that his leader desired. That evils
existed he knew well. The people were
heavily taxed, and the Government applied
the money thereby obtained to suit their own
purposes, irrespective of the wishes of the
people's representatives. A certain church
was pampered by special privileges. All
official appointments were either direct or
indirect gifts of the Crown. Responsibility to
the people did not exist, and there was no
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