
Ml'.\--1 i;i;i) \M) iiiMI'l I I.I) I'M! AI.I-.W i)K >1 AK

HMilil t:i\c iiMP -iiKiH iiiiliii iIkiii lull lai'iic a \:iliir fur ilii' iikmm |i;ir,'ill;r\

III t ii'iiliiiji llic cnricricil i coinpiMJli I > liv llic >miih' luiiniila

7r,„- 1-,HS
r

tlic rlTiri will (jcpniil Mil the di-l ril ml i(iii i>\' the >i:ir-. If iicaiiv all ilir

»l:il> were tdUliil near llic \clticcs. I ,„ would iir iiHTra.-cd while r',,,

would irinaiii atinui llic >aiiic. II on the oilier hand ino-t ot' the -lai-

wcrc niidwax hctwccii ihc vertices, then i '„ would 1)" increased and I ,.,

leinain consiani. A --yninietricai distrihiition slmuld leaxc the rc-ults oi'

the application ol' ihi> I'oriiiiila cnlillcd to as much wciiihl as the \alue

from till' T coniponents.

As rejiards the adjusted \aluc which reino\cs llie parallactic et't'cct, it

depcnils directly upon the \('!ocit>' ol' the sini adojitcd. The hi^hci' the

\el(icit\- of tiic ~un ciio~eii, the >inallci' will lie the \alue of the parallax.

Il' v.c had u-e(l a \clocity of the .-iiii alxmt twenty-live kilonietre~ per

second, the ohseiAcd and computed values of the mean parallax from this

source Wdulti ha\i' lieeii in aiireeincnt

.

The parallactic method of dclcrminiiiii the mean distance of a lii'oiip of

slar> is apjilicalilc without a knowlediic of the I'adial velocities and so

could have hecn applied to a mucii lariicr numher of stars. This solution

lias heen practicall\ carried out hy Lewis Ii(, ss.* 1 rom ."y.V.t -lars with

iiican projici' motion over '.\\"'.) per centiirv he deterniineil the parallactic

motion and ass"niinf: the parallaxes to he correct. re\(rsed the prohlcm to

detcrniinc the speed of the sun. It is vcvy interestinii that the velocity

obtained was 2\ '^ kiloniel ro: a value which i- undoiihtedlv too hitih. hut

which is ahiiosi in exact atifeement with the speed tha.t would have to lie

assumc(l for the present list of stars lo .iiake the ol)serv(>d ami computed

mean parallaxes ajiree.
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