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White Lead in Oil at Sold in Small Package*

Ottawa, Janiwry 30, 1910.

J . U. VlMCMT, Eiq.,

Deputy Uini*t*r Inl*nd Rereuue.

8w,—I beg to h«nd you a rt-vort upon 104 witnplM purchwed throughout Canada

by our inrpector* a* White Uad, Ground in Otl. Thia ooUection waa made in May

and June of laat year, and waa conaequent upon repeated complainU >>*v^ *>»

nia.lo to thi« departmcut that aubatitutea f.r White I>««d were widely offmd for

sale uader uameit which did not correctly lieaoribo them, or give the purcbaaer to

iiiideratuiKl that lie waa buying another article than White L«ad. Moat of the

.«"< ' « n w rrported were purvhaiied in one-pound tina, thi» being the usual mode

' -, ^ ' ' article aa complained of.

' of aub«titutea for an article which, like white lead, ia employed for many
'

. crta, cannot be condemned, except where fraud or decepUon are in eridmoa.

Tho .^^f i»e to which white lead i« put, it an a paint material; but aubaidiary uaea

arc »B J. lute in joining pipes; an a whitcner in putty; an a filler prn)«»tory to paint-

ing; ax a lubricant and fixative in dowelling, etc. It would app«»r, from eridence

whi.h hoo been funiiahed to me. that it ha« become customary to regard the ^cle
when put up in one and two-pound tina, aa intended for theae aubaidiary uaea. White

lead, int-mded for uae aa a paint material proper ia aeldom purchaaed in «maller quan-

tities than ten pounda, and it has cuino U. be accepted that tho amall package is

ii.U>nded to subserve a purpose for which a cheaper material may be even better •uiU'd.

The name " White Ix?ad " is retnine<l. not for purpoaee of deception, but from estab-

lished custom, an^ the change in character of the article, has been a gradual one.

prooifding from « small substitution of other substances for cnrUnate of lead, to the

total replacement of lead by sulphide of 7.inc, barytes, and other material.

("rowing out of recognition of the facts, as stated, it has become customary to

dietinguish between White Lead and fvre, or Genuine White Lead; a distinction

entirely at variance with the fundamental principle of the Adulteration Act. which

requires that every article shall be trtie to name, unless specifically Ubelled to show

that it is ft compound, mixture or subatitute.
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