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tained, which may cause a delay of several
days. We will endeavour to get as well as
possible tlue Information the bon, gentlemant
bas asked. for.

QUESTION 0F PRIVILEGE.

31r. TAYLOR. Before the orders of the
day aire proceeded witb, I wish to bring to
the attention of the bon. Minister of Rail-1
ways and Canais a matter of very great im-
portance to the members attending the
flouse of Commons, particularly those liv-
ing east of Toronto on the main hune of the
Grand Trunk Railway.

Mr. SPEAKER. The bon. member is out
of order. If this ls a matter of urgent pub-
lie importance-

Mr. TAYLOR. It le.
Mr. SPEAKER. Then the hon member

will have to proceed under rule 37.
Mr. TAYLOR. It is perbaps a personal

matter and a matter of privilege, because 1
mysef-

Mr. SPEAKER. The flouse bas passed
the motion for the consideration of the ad-
di ess in reply to the speech fromn the Tbrone
and that order is now before the House.

Mr. TAYLOR. Well, I will bring It up
before the orders of the day.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIlS EX-
GIELLENCY'S SPEECH.

The flouse proceeded to the consideration
of His Excellency's speech at the openlng
of the session.

Mr. R. R. HALL (West Peterborough).
Mr. Speaker, permit me at the outset to
thank the Rt. hon. the Prime Minuster ln
honouring me with the privilege of moving
the motion wbicb I arn about to make. 1
take lt as a compliment, not se much per-
sonal to myseIf as to the great constituency
which I have the bonour to represent. There
are about twenty cities in Canada having
each a larger population tban the clty of
Peterborough, but I suppose the Premier,
in coupling my name wlth this motion, must
have had in mmnd the fact that tbere are
onfly five cities in the Dominion showlng a
greater manufacturing output than tbat of
the city of Peterborough. Hle must aise
bave had in mîmd the fact tbat the farmers
of the county of Peterborough produce the
fiuest cheese and butter to be found on the
British market.

Now, I would like to devote some little
time and attention to the question of the de-
velopment of our trade, especinhly during
recent years. In order that we may take
a comprebensive view of the growtb and
development of Canadian trade during the
last few years, it is necessary to keep lni
view two very important years lu the recent
history of Canada. 1 take the year 1878

as being a year of marked importance in
the bîstory of Canada. It was then that
the late Sir John Macdonald and bis party
succeeded ln gaining the confidence of the
country and lu being elected to this flouse
by a very large majorlty. And for upwards
of eigbteeu years tbey beld power continu-
ously. I amn quite ready to admit that dur-
ing tbese eigbteen years much valuable and
progressive -ivork was doue for Canada,
especially the construction of that great
transcontinental railway tbe Canadian
P~acifie Railway. 1 do nlot suppose that any
on1e would be disposed to detract from the
credit wbîch the goverument of the late Sir
John Macdonald deserved iu that connec-
tien, althougb no doubt a great deal of
difference of opinion exists regardiug the
cost to tbe people of that uudertakiug, and
no doubt there is good ground for the
contention that it cost tbe people enorm-
ously more thnn It sbould have. The next
year that begins a StIlI more important
epocb lu the hlstory of Canada is the year
1896, wben our present First Mlnlster, the
Rigbt hou. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and hie
Pairty were elected to office and given con-
trol of the destinles of this country. Let
me now compare the progress whlch Canada
made in the elghteen years when tbe late
goVernMent was in office wlth that wbicli
this country made sînce 1896 under Liberal
regime. Iu 1878 tbe total trade of Canada
amounted to $172,405,454. lu 1896 it bad
grown to $289,025,360. Thus during the
Wçhole elgbteen years of Conservative gov-
erument the total Incrense of Canadin trade
was $66,619,906. Then taking our trade for
the year endlng June 30, 1907, 1 find that
it amounted to $617,964,952, or an increase
lu eleven years of $376,939,592. That Is te,
say, comparing the hast eleven years wlth
the previous eighteen years the average ln-
crease in Canadian trade bas been nine
times as great lu the latter period wbat It
was Iu the former. 1 mlgbt add that the
trade between Canada and Great Britain has
aise increased lu a most remarkable extent
lu the last eleven years compared witb tbe
previous eighteen years. The increase from
1878 to 1896 amounted to $16,297,311, wbere-
as tbe increase from .1896 to 1907 bas
amuounted to $117,319,460. Therefore, the
increase lu the latter period bas been eleven
times as great as it was during tbe previous
eigbteen years. Our trade witb the United
States has lncreased twelve Urnes as much
during the last eleven years ss lt did dur-
lxig the previous eighteen years.

I might further point out that the trade
of Canada stihi continues to develop. Take
the four monthe previous to October 31,
1906, nnd we find that our trade amounted
lu the aggregate to $215,196,190. Compare
that with the four months euding October
31, 1907, and you find that our trade lu the
latter perlod amounted to $246,592,497. Thus
it, le clear that durlng tbe four months end-
ing October 81, 1007, compared witb the cor-


