THE COMMERCIATL,

the Saskatchewan river, were crying out for a
railway, and from that important but isolated
settlement deputations and petitions were scut
to Ottawa, to urge upon the Government ihe
necessity of aiding in the construction of a
railway, to give the sottlers the greatly needed
outlet. The Manitoba and Northwestern was
heacing in the divection of Prince Albert, but
the progiess of the road was not at all rapud
onough to suit the northern settlers, and at the
same rate it would be many years before it
woald reachthe Saskatchewan. At the session of
the Dominion Parliament in January, 1889, the
Government decided to grant additional assisi.
ance to the Regina & Long Lake, or as it is
now called, the Qu’Appelle, Long Lake & Sas.
katchewan railway, as an inducement toward
the rapid construction of the 10ad through to
the northern scttlements. Under the addi.
tional assistance granted, the Canadian Pacific
Company took hold of the enterprise, aud the
road is now practically a part of the C.P. R.
Grading was commenced on the road last sum.
mer and carried through as far as Saskatoon,
on the south branch of the Saskatchewan river,
a distance of 150 miles from Regina. Of this
distance about 120 miles have heen ironed.
This includes the twenty miles built in 1886;
but this old section of the road was in such
bad shape, that it had to be practically re-
built.

So much for railway work in the Territorics.
In the Port Arthur district of Ontario, which
is usually included in the term \Western Can-
ada, being more closely connected with Mani-
toba than with the country east of the lakes,
something has also been done in the direction
of railway construction during 1889, The Port
Arthur people have been working for yecars to
secure the construction of a road to open up
thair rich mining country. The scheme is now
apparently in good shape, and a fair start has
been made ia building the road, which is to be
known as the Port Arthur, Daluth & Western
railway. A portion of the roud has been con-
structed, and it is understood it wiu be pushed
next summer.  Great things are expected fiom
this road in the development of the rich min-
eral country through which it will pass.

NEARLY 530 MILES OF NEW ROAD.

Altogether the showing is a good one, and
sucn as the people may well be satisfied with,
Summed up, we find that nearly 550 miles of
new railway have been graded in Western
Canada during 1889, of which all but about
100 miles have been ironel.
been done on ten different railways, not -
cluding the Winnipeg Trausfer raidway. Fol-
lowing shows the new railway work for 1889,
in miles:

Ironed. Graded.

Northwest Central . .. ..... ... 50 —
N. P. & M. Portage branch . 53 -
Brandon Lrandch . 145

C. P. R. Souris branch e .2 30
" Carman cxtension ...... 6 —_
M. & N. W. extension . ........ — 25
QuA. L. L &S .. 120 34
Manitoba South Eastern ........ —_ 20
Winnipeg " e - 10
PADE&EW.......oooiai . 15 -
Total...... ...... Loee 411 119

Construction has i

THE OUTLOOK.

The outlook for the prasent year for railway
construction is evon more bright than it was at
this date a year ago, and it is almost cortain
that thoe record for 1890 will greatly surpass
that of thy past year, however pleasing that
record is.  Without considering any of the
doubtful schemes, the work which is almost
certain to be undertaken is very large, sur-
passing in amount what could cver before le
counted upon at the commencement of the
season. The Northern Pacific & Manitoba
company have given assurance of a vigorous
railway policy for next season, and a number
of other roads are practically assured. As a
proof it may be stated that there are more men
employed in the woods this winter than ever
before in the history of Munitoba, and a large
number of these are getting out ties, bridge
timber, ete., for railway work next year. Ma-
terial in the way of iron, etc., is also being
brought in, with which to commence work in
the spring,

As to exact mileage likely to be built next
season, it is of course impossible to give figures,
but at least 500 miles of new road can safely
be counted on, and the figures may reach
nearer 1,000 miles. In Muaunitoba the Northern
Pacific and Manitoba company are likely to
build at least two roads, one being probably an
extension of the Portage branch iuto Northern
Manitoba. It is also understood that this com-
pany will build a road into the Souris coal dis-.
trict of southwestern Manitoba, connecting it
with the Brandon branch. The Canadian
Pacific company will of course complete its
Souris branch, in order to keep ahead of the
Northern Pacific. Some extension of the two
Southwestern branches of the C. P. R. is also
looked for. DBy next fall the Souris coal fields
will be opened up by probably two roads, which
should have the effect of cheapening fuel in our
cities and towns. The Northwest Central have
given assurance of a vigorous pulicy neat sum
mer,  About 100 miles of road has been located
beyond the present terminus. The objective
point of this road, according to its charter, is
Battleford, on the North Saskatchewan, a dis-
tance of about 450 miles from its present east-
ern terminus.  This road also has charter
powers to cxtend westward to the Rocky
Mouutains, and thence through the Yellowhead
Pass to the Pacific coast, consequently it may
some day become a

GREAT THROUGH ROUTE
to the Pacific coast. It has a laad grant of
6,100 acres put mile for the first 450 miles of
ruad,  Of the two roads put under construction
last fall, runaing south casterly from Winni-
peg, it is tolerably certain that at least one will
be continued next sumwmer. Resently assur-
ances have been given that the Duluth and
Winnipeg railway will be completed (o the

| Manitoba Loundary duriag the present year.

This road will give Winnipeg a new aud more
direct connection with Duluth.

In the Territorics, the charter of the Mani.
toba and Northwestern calls for the completion
of at least twenty miles of new road. It is
also announcea that financial arrangements
have been completed for the extension of the
Northwest Coal and Navigation company’s
railway (Galt roud) from Lethbridge into Mon.

tana. This road is at present something over
100 miles in length, and connects the Galt coal
mines at Lothbridge with tho Canadian Pacific
at Dunmore station, It is said that a large
trade could be done in exporting coal to Mon-
tana from these mines, and an offort was made
last year to make financial arrangements to
extend the road from Lethbridge into the state
of Montana. It is now reported that financial
arrangoments for building the road noxt sum.
mer have been made.

Undoubtedly the most important railway
work which will be done in the Territories
next year will bo in connection with the
QU'APIELLE, LONG LAKE AND SASKATCHEWAN
railway. ‘Every arrangement has been made to
commence work carly in the spring and com-
plete the road through to Prince Albert. The
contractors claim that they will have the road
completed to Prince Albert by the first of
October. A large bridge will be built over the
South Saskatchewau, near Saskatoon, for
which timber is now being prepaved in British
Columbin. Car loads of rails and other ma.
terial by the score have heen sent forward, so
that no delay need occur in pushing the work
early ic the spring. It has also been repor.ed
that an extension of this road through the
North Saskatchewan country next summer is
not improbable. At any rate, surveys for such
a voad are being made. The most important
feature of the Qu'Appelle, Long Lake and Sas-
katchewan railway is that it will be the fiest
road to open up the great North Saskatchewan
country. Isolated scttlements have existed in
this country for years, such as the Prince Atbert,
Battleford and Edmonton settlements. It was
originally the intention of the Government to
hate the main line of the Canadian Puacific
run through this nerthern district, but when
the road passed into the hands of ths present
syodicate, the route was changed to the
southern line. The greatSaskatchewan country
is described by all who have visited it, as a
grand region.  The earliest settlements madc
in the great prairie country of Western Canada,
outside of the Red river regionof Manitoba,were
formed along the Saskatchewan. Battleford,
on this river, was the first capital of the Terri-
tories, previous to the construction of the rail.
way. The settlements were reached by boat
from \Winnipeg, via Lake Vinnipeg and the
Saskatchewan river, which i3 navigable for a
distance of about 803 miles. Since tho con-
struction of the main line of the Canadian
Pacific throngh the southern portion of the
prairie belt, attention has been drawa from the
famous Saskatchewan country, and isolated as
they were from the rese of the world, the sct-
tlements have not increased much of late years.
But they nre now to be opened up to railway
communication, and thus a

XEW ERA

in the development of the great West is about
to set in. The vast country included in the
Saskatchewan valley is to be opened for settle-
ment.  The Saskatchewan region is considered
an excellent farming and stock country. It is
a mixed prairic country, having plenty of wood
and water, in distinction to the more open
prairic to the south. The Saskatchewan valley
is on a line with the Ycllow Head pass, waich
is said to Le tho most favorable pass yet found

.



