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A VISITOR. FROM NEW SOUTH WALES.

Mr. G. W. Hudson, of the firm of G. Hudson
& Son, timber merchants and lumbermen,
Sydney, Australia,has been visiting in Canada,
looking into the lumber market for Australian
hardwoods and also with a view of placing
orders with the mills on the Pacific Coast for
the export to Australia of some British
Columbia pine, fir and cedar.

Speaking of his visit, Mr. Hudson stated
that in some respects the Canadian Jumbermen
appeared to be ahead of the Australian mill-
men in the style and efhiciency of their
machinery.

The different conditions ruling in the two
countries necessitate different methods of
handling logs, and whereas in Canada
the logs are ctit on the limits and floated down,
often a hundred miles or more to a mill, in
Australia the mill itself is usually located right
in the limit, and it is the sawn lumber and
finished product mainly that is shipped out of
the woods. Again, the skid road in the
timber limits or woods is almost unkuown in
Australia, as is also the portable engine and
cable for this purpose. The method ot hauling
logs most generally in operation there is on a
“junker,” which is a two-wheeled vehicle,
very strongly built, and consisting only of an
axle and long tongue or pole in addition to the
two wheels. To the tongue a pair of bullocks

are harnessed, and often from 14 to 24 head of -

oxen constitute a logging team. The average
Australian log being shorter, enables this
method of haulage to be adopted, the log
being rested upon the wheels, and but a very
slight portion upon the trailing end. The
weight of the logs necessitates, apparently, an
excessively numerous number of bullocks to
handle them. It also necessitates this method,
and transportation and the establishment of
the timber mill cither in the limits or in close
proximity thereto.

Although rivers are not lacking in the timber
districts, booms of logs cannot be made up in
the Australian forest and floated down to the
mill, as is done here ; the weight of the wood
prohibits this, as the majority of the Australian
hardwoods sink very quickly after being sub-
merged in water, Water transportation is,
however, used where the mills are situate at
some distance from the standing timber. In
this case steam punts are used. These are
stern-wheel steamers with all their machinery,
ete., placed well aft, the tow being built with
almost a flat bottom. The weight of the
machinery being aft, causes the bow to be
raised up out of water, conscquently when
reaching the place where the logs are to be
loaded, the nasc of the punt is easily run
ashore ; two sticks are then run out from the
bank on the side of the boat, and the logs are
rolled on board, and it does not matter if the
logs project on ¢‘ther side 8 or 10 fect. Logs
from 25 to 35 or g0 feet are easily carried by
these craft. Ar  rule, however, the logs are
sawn up at mills in or near the limits, and the
planks, flooring and other classes of manu-
factured lumber only shipped out according to
order. The finished lumber is shipped in
ketches or sailing vessels capable ot handling

from 20,000 to go,000 feet of lumber each trip. -

A few small steamers are also employed in the
trade.

Speaking of the Austrahan hardwoods, some
of which, Mr. Hudson thinks, should find a
ready market throughout Canada, he remarked
that Vancouver busincss men  would very
probably have an excellent opportunity of
judging their quality shortly, as Messrs. C.
Woodward and W. Murgatroyd had secured
some thirteen or sixteen samples,which arrived
on the Moana. They included the sample
of the noted turpentine wood which is used
exteasively for wharf and dock piles, being
teredo proof and very strong. Only a few
months ago a turpentine wood pile was removed
from the old Piermont Bridge, Sydney, which
had been in the water for 55 years, and was
yet found to be as good as new. There are
also picces of iron bark, blackbutt, tallow
wood, box, mahogany, blue gum, spotted
gum, grey gum and ti-tree. The iron bark
wood is used extensively in New Zealand for
the planking of wharves and also for piling,
and lor the spokes of wheels ; it is also regarded
as one of the most serviceable woods in
existence,

The ti-tree wood is used very largely in boat
and ship-building, for knees or ribs of boats,
etc.,, and Mr. Hudson's firm supply large
quantities of this wood to the Fitzroy dock,
Sydney, fcr Government boat-building pur-
poses. The spotted gum is also used exten-
sively in coach and boat building, as it will
bend readily when steamed, and is a very
strong wood. The tallow wood is used
largely for flooring, especially of dancing
roows, ctc., the boards being slippery and
taliowy as the name indicates.

A wood of which no sample was apparently
sent over is the Australian rosewood, which is
hard and very prettily grained, and is much in
demand for {uraiture and similar class of work,

GRADING OF LATH,

There are no recognized rules either in the
United States or Canada for the grading of
lath, this branch of the lumber business being
unique in this respect. None of -the large
lumber associations have considered the sub-
ject, although the lumber section of the
Toronto Board of Trade, in 1890, adopted two
lath grades, as follows :

No. 1 lath shall be 4 feet long and shall be
when cut 1 1-8, 136 and 154 inches in width,
cut out of good, sound, live timber, free from
wane, rot or knots, well manufactured and
trimmed square at the ends.

No. 2 lath shall be of the same width and
length as No. 1 lath and shall admit of a
small portion of wane and also will admit of
lath  sap stained, and of small, sound
knots ; must otherwise be well manufactured.

It is claimed that lumber seasons much bet-
ter when piled each width by itself, and that
the difference in results pays for the expense
of careful sorting. This also applies to piling
in kilns. The ideal method of drying hard-
woods is on end, the next best, for hard or
soft woods, to give the piles as much pitch as
they will stand.

PLANS FOR THR HOUSE OF HOQ.
Sa much has been said and weigg.. too,
of Hoo-Hoo, the lumbermen's ).
erected on the grounds of e |
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The illustrations on oppesite PERC W o pap ;mam '
these questions and will give Cearer i‘d“m“
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The sclection of these plany . 1is .
time and Ipbor on the parl‘ of the ~...l.‘r:|d°1c:;ml.dm )
Architectural compelition way tinated aboo\e
months ago, and, from the pluny “imitted l:‘ e
sclected the design of F, C. Boensuk, the -
St. Louis architect, which, with 1h,. ~inght t;l\"'k
bave been made, is deemed perfiat for :n‘“‘
this character, 3 Duilding

The general plan, in form, 4
¢ H," the cenmtral court on the fron forming the o
cipal entrances. veranda and approaches ,‘ol‘;e '
races, while that of the rear surrounded )
peristyle connecting the differem pacts of 1, b‘.
building with the service builduy, which be, -
the heat of the kitchen, will be detacheq 'w-f;t""
peristyle will be arranged a cozy nowcr: xatdl mlP
space for tables and chairs, affording quiet en,
private place for refreshments. » ol

The various lumber associations  they hout
country will cach take a room to fimsh 1 eaﬁh :f ‘
special lumber commadities, the whole bein N
harmonize and comply with tlje general de\»ig ma:‘u
architect. In this way the building uiII\$, N
results and effects obtained by a Pproper handlin, w[l
various woods and will be g beamiful exploh‘:l? ,
the commercial woods of the United States, 1 \\'?;
noticed that the ladies are taken care ofinlhe:’ '
practically the whole of onc wing of the buildin h:“'
been reserved for their use. The assembly haflon(
second floor will have a seating capacity of =oo \
will be used for all special oceasions such as‘lum
conventions, receptions of various sorts, lectures ..
forestry and lumber topics, Hoo.Hoo concatenaio
the Hoo-Hoo annua! and various other events
will be a feuture of the Exposition and 1js club
intended that the members may receive and hand
their mai) at the building and CVLry convenience of iy
sort that will be beneficial will be adopted,

As has been stated in (he foregoing, the Hocse
Hoo-Hoo is a club for lumbcrmen which will hare
doors open during the World's Fair 1o be hed ;
St. Louis in 1904, Broader than this, it iy a cly
lumbermen, lumber newspaper men, saw mill sy
men and railroad traffic officials, Although it desi
its name from the Concatenated Order of Hoo-H,
man need not be a member of that order 10 be a weg
ber of this club. The arembership fee is $9.g9, payat
with the applicition,” and this includes ! duesto
club so long as it may exist, which wili be untl
close of the exposition. The benehits to be deritedt
members need not be explained 1o those who &y
visited other World's Fairs and been atalossfor
home-like place where they coulll rest, be com)
taken care of, eat their meals away from the erond
restaurants and meet their friends. Even berd
plans than these are gradually being evolved shid
will make the club wonderfully completeandat

From the office of the secretary of the club, 1 -
Fullerton Building, St. Louis, comes the informu
that the lumbermen throughout the country are laki
to the idea with great enthusinsm,  Whils the mesds
ship books have been open buta short time, these
already members in 26 Tstates and territories 3sd
daily additions to the roll are very gralifying.
point is also brought out by him that the fact hatd
fair has been posponed until 1905 does not ia theh
lessen the necessity for prompt action in securiog
fu't quota of members, 9,999, as the detaited pame
and constructisn of the building will take a least ays
and it is important to have the work completed
months before the opening of the fair becavsed
labor troubles and rush which will exist dufiog
beginning of 1904.
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