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by declaring that bMunicipalities should ne longer bc
compelled te tax thcmselves te pay for the adinnis-
tration of criminal justic,-that in time te cerne, it
ehould bc paid for eut of the publie funds. The
words, local taxation and public or gencral funds, are
manifcstly suggestive of designcd contrast in tcrms
by the Legisiature. In the enacting part of the first
section, the same ternis arc employcd, and rcjccting
the portion, xnaking temporary provision for the
years 1840 and 1847, the clause may be rcad thus
"lThat the ivlole of the expenses of the administra-
tion of criminal justice shall, during every year after
1847, be paid eut of the consolidated revenue fund of
this Province, and se mucli of any Iaw as niay be in-
consistent wîth this act is hcreby repealcd." Ne
sentence or formi of words can have more than oee
true sense,-te have two meanings is equivalent te
having ne meaning. And can wve ask any other inter-
pretation te be given te this enactmnent tban that al
lawful fées-ail neccssary expenses legally incurré--!
in the preventien of crimie, in the arrcst, prosecution,
and trial of criminal effenders before Courts ana Fune-
tionaries thereto authorîzed should be paid out of the
General Revenue fund ? If WC go beyond the bare
words and seck te penetrato further inte the intent

the Legisiature, this interpretation 'will have addi-
tional support froim the reason and objeets of the law
te, which 'we befero briefly refcrred.

The second section provides fer the audit of ac-
counts, and dees net affect the question as to the scope
of the act, but the third section it seenis, is considered
by the department of public accounts te lumit the en-
actmnent in the first section. Acting upen this, that
department bas assumed the right te reject certain ex-
penses in the administration of Justice, and te throw
the payment thereof upon the Municipalities. It
would appear that the admission ana rejectien of
items is arbitrary; at ail events, it is difficuit te per-
ceive wherc a seund discretion bas been exercised, or
what principles have guided. te a conclusion. The
observations submitted by the Inspector-G eneral for
the guidance of the Boards of Audit arc, it is said
therein, "Ibelieved te be conformable te the views of
the Law officers of the Crown " upon the Act. Ifse
WC venture te assert, that these views are erroneous.
We cannot suppose that the Act bau <uver been talcen
up as a whole, ana the opinion of any Law officer of
the Crown had upon it, and WC strongly incline te

think that "lthe -Law officers ef tho Crown ". would
net be prepared te father the observations in question,
or gîpve it as their opinion, that a correct interpreta-
tien lias been prenounced by the Inspecter General's de-
partment. Opinions probably have been hastily given
on aaolated items, and niay bc, for aught wc know,
correct enougb, but the document before us, of itself
proves that ne general principles have been laid down
for the guidance of the departmnent. We do net de-
sire te -find fault 'with the officers or the. departinent ;
the fault lies in the system,-but we desire te show
wherein We lelieve, justice bas net been donc te the
Municipalities, in order that a remedy of somo kind
niay be applied.

Let us look for a moment ut thec third section-it is
as follows:I "The several heads cf expenses men-
tioncd, in the schedule te this Act, shall be deemed
expenses cf the administration cf justice 'within the
nicaning of this Act." It dees net say the several
heads, &c., and no otiiers, but merely that certain
specificd heads sbail be within the Act.

Qui hoeret in& litera hoeret in cortice, is a sound
maxim, but suppose we put aside for a moment con-
sideratiens of a general character that should weigh
in construction, and loek at the words of this third
section, We wihI in thcm find nothîng repugnant te
thec broad and cemprehiensive ternis of the first section,
which as wo before said, includes all expenses con-
nected with the administration cf criminal justice. Se
far fromn controlling or Iimiting the ternis in the first
section, it may with more show of reason be contcndcd
that the wcrds cf the third section enlarge their ope-
ration, and actually bring witbin the scepe cf the uct
certain expenses net properly belonging te criminal
justice. There are ne less than six items in the sche-
dule authorising payment for certain services rendered
in connection with Division Courts-Courts cf purely
civil juriaiction. These would net corne within tbe
Act but for the third section, fer certainly in ne sense
arc they expenses connected with the administration
cf eriminal justice. The third section, may, however,
with more show cf reason. bc said te limit the amouni
payable vithout restraining the subject niatter em-
braced under the general terms, "11Administration of
criminal justice;" and it certainly appears te do se,
in the case of the Gaeler's salary, "la proportion "
only being chargeable against the Gencral Revenue.
But te our mind it is quite evident that the schedule,


