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while persons charged with crime could only
be tried at the regular courts.

All these manifest evils—too manifest to

need more than naming to shew that some
remedy was necessary—the act under con-
sideration is well calculated to remedy. Take
the case of an innocent person committed for
‘trial after the close of a criminal court. He
might under the old law, however ready and
;anxious for trial, be obliged to remain in gaol
-some four months before being tried; now
“he can within a few days be tried before the
‘County Judges' criminal court, and have the
-opportunity of at once establishing his inno-
cence.  As to the nature of the tribunal,
‘what intelligent man, conscious of innocence,
«would not prefer being tried before an educated
‘man, trained to the investigation of facts and
.sbove the reach of irregular influences rather
‘than by a number of men, taken from the
‘general community, utterly unacquainted with
the investigation of facts, and with but little
.scope for the exercise of their reasoning
powers,.

Again, a trifling larceny or other offence
is committed. The party arrested is perhaps
unable to procure bail (as must often be the
case in & moving population, or when it is
recruited by emigration), and has to undergo
months of imprisonment when probably his
sentence would be only for a few days. We
know of many instances of cruel hardships in
-cases of this kind without any means of relief.
Under the present law it is quite possible that
the prisoner can be tried and senterced to ap-
propriate punishment within forty-eight hours
after his commitment. We need not enlarge
upon the evils of protracted imprisonment,
-and the mingling of the young with the more
hardened criminals. The point was well put
by Mr. Justice Gwynne in his address to the
grand jury at the ‘‘ Frontenac Assizes:—

-#Grand juries,” said the learned judge, « will
have reason to rejoice in the diminution of labor
falling upon them when the act shall have come
into perfect operation, and the accused parties
will have equal reason to rejoice that an oppor-
tunity is presented them of relieving themselves
. from that confinement previous to trial, which the
old mode of procedure necessitated: much of the
evil incident to the incarceration of persons who
may be innocent with those who may be guilty,
and of those guilty of minor offences with those
who may be guilty of more heinous offences and
arising from the assuciations and intercommuni-
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cations of vice thus introduced will be sl

avoided.” i
The saving of expenses is the lowest grou?
that can be taken, but is probably the grouffn
that will be most operative with peoP’®
general—for what may be refused M
soundest argument will often be PromP”l
conceded to a popular cry for economy .o
business-like necessity. We do not desir®
undervalue economy in administratio
would not give undue prominence to &7 i
ment upon it, when the proposition, 88 1% *
case, is plainly recommended by higher o
siderations; but that there will be an enor™ o
saving in gaol accounts for the maint®® ",
of prisoners under the new law cannd
doubted. We have heard it estimated ’f‘t )
per cent. or more, and from the enqumesiw.
have made think the estimate not ex"essu
The diminution of cases for the reguls® o
will also effect a saving, and it must be & o8
siderable one, seeing that some sixty juro ndef
well as the officers of the courts 8r° ol
daily pay, and if a number of prisone’® " ol
be tried the court must be necessarily delﬂdy {ho
all this without speaking of the loss " 8
delay to suitors and witnesses in Ci¥! * o
Not that the work of the new court 33 5o
done for nothing,—the ministerial © c'er o0
gaged must be paid, and it would be wie 1o¢
just to pay them liberally,—but it wou o 19
the expense of a great many trials b¢ orledlf
County Judge to equal the cost of 3 8P
at the assizes or sessions, 1D
The County Judge's criminal courb W P d
we may be permitted the expressiot ayg',
of perennial gaol delivery: a key ‘.‘Wocen“
hand to open the prison doors to the in0
and in this aspect alone any outlsy
in making the tribunal thoroughly
and safe would be amply justified:

The new law has been most a0 .
ceived by the thinking men, and 5° it J¥

been, again to use the language Ofsf ], aﬂ:‘

tice Gwynne, * eminently succe®
prisoners have largely availed thems®
the opportunity afforded them ¥ aceﬁ
trial ; that success will continue 0 e o
measure commensurate with 80 8%
ning, there is every reason t0
believe.” . espgof

There are many considerations in ro o
the new law upon which we shall b7°

to remark hereafter ; at present ¢
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