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You Might Search Far and Long to Find ‘Paintings You Would Like
_Better Than These in the Great Half-price Sale
L / ' - France, Holland ‘and the British Isles | i g
IERRE LOUIS VAUTHIER, Sl il i oo
of Paris, Chevalier of - the
Legion of Honor, and Medal- {
ist of the Salon, is one of the artists
'who has contributed to this ‘collec-
tion in our Galleries. His “Inunda-
tion of the Seine Valley” is an-ex-
quisite rendering of grey and green
tones permeated with a subtle vapor-

ous quality. It is available at $87.50
—half-price. - ¢

Some of ‘the
Sqturd;d,_)_'rw_ E argains

Men’s Smart Walking Sticks,
 Half-price and Less

In the collection are offered many kinds
of . wood, including maigcea, apple and
partridge, ana 'some are very tastefully
mounted in sterling silver, more or less
elaborately, and several have horn tops.
All at baif-price and less, each, $1.00. -

—Main Floor, Yonge St.
Second Day’s Special Sel.ing
“of Writirg Paver

In our big special selling of writing
paper for Saturday, is a eplendid grade
with & fine, smooth finished writing sur-
face. The size is 4% x 6%, with square
shaped envelopes to' match, Paper may be
had either ruled or plain. Five quires—
e 120 sheets, special price, 12c.

\ Box of 100 envelopes fo match, 12¢.
ied men are to —Stationery Dept., Main Floor.
in employme \ Y

bureau uper Exral! Linen Finish Sheets
it ‘L‘gng?ollicyyd Re.dy for Use—Pair, $1.15
Dicki - English-made, Full-bleached Sheets, 3 x

wxle- of Shh 2% yards, and hemmed all ready for use.
Semi-annual Sale price, per pair, $1.15.

ion asked for de
English Crochet Bedspreads of excellest
Strength and weight, finished with hemmed
ends, size 75 x 90 inches, Semi-anuual

s Alfred Powell; a very suceessful painter

- of English rural scenes, has several water
color paintings in- the Sale, one of them,
‘“Bosham,’”. being half-price, at $30.00.
... By Jessop Hardwick, A.R.W.S., of Lon,
don, who is represented in many of the grea&ﬁ
picture galleries of Europe, are several bean- ; '
tiful little water colors, among them ‘‘River o e g .:?;;:;Pm',:‘}
Greta, Yorkgh:re,", half-price, at $3000 : ::."“n::x m":’.':!a";‘m

In the sale are other pictures by Knip,

Kuypers, Van Beek, and Jansen—distin-
guished Dutch painters ; Georges Laugee,
“‘Deavarreux ; Wilfrid Ball, James Clark, Len-
festy and Laidlay—FEnglish artists of note 3
and Dochcrty, Frazer, and Macnee, of Glas-
gow and Edinburgh. :

Every painting in the Galléries has been
reduced for quick disposal to half-price,
With  the exception of & few water-colors, ™

_all are handsomely framed. ;

: —Fourth Floor, Queen St.
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by those whoe, for some reason, are
not able to come to the Store te

Being Taken
t Unemploye'd‘,
Dther Cities,

“Somebody’s Mother.”—Thank you very
much for your pice remarks — though to
be termed “a.household word” does make
one feel a little Mke a breakfast food or
2 tooth paste. _

p Regarding the Boy Rcout books. the
author you mention, G. Harvey Ralphson,
s an American Scoutmaster, the series he
has written dealing with the Movement
in. the United States. The books are 25
cents each, some of the titles being: Boy
Scouts in Mexico; or, On Guard With

S Ungle 8am. Boy Scouts in the Canal Zone;

.or,” The Plot Agsinst Uncle Sam. Boy
Scouts in the Philippines, or The Key teo
the Treaty Box. Boy Scouts in the North-
west; or, ‘Fighting ' Forest Fires. Boy

‘Beouts in a Motor-Boat; or, Adventures en
ﬂnhfolumbu ‘River, "Boy Scouts in’an
rehip

H A Dievenbach, a painter of charac-
teristic Dutch interiors; who “exhibits in
some of the most important exhibitions n . 3
Europe, is well represented by ‘‘Grand- gt ST R e L e
o ot father’s Visit,”” a charming portrayal of George Murray, Gold Medalist Royal Academy,
e . —Becond Floor, James 8¢, typical home life. This has been reduced to little landscape, ‘‘Sunlight and Shadow, "’
36-inch Longcloth at 7Vsc Yard $200.00, - : .80, v G s

Every yard shows a saving thet makes : A G g
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cloth is not only of strong English make,
but is full' bleached and ready to use for
many ' domestic purposes. 36 ioches wide.
Semi-annual Sale price, yard, 7ige.

nding with- the hg

ho registers must’
ing his last place
information  to

ureau.

ply Tools.

vicks and . ghoy

on enquired,’ :

plving them to th
Secretary Dickie 4

omplained that
nt from the regist
ard seven to be put!
eman. The forem
them. They had sg
s with' picks

a similar hitch -
hill,” said Con
it was straighten|
urs. The registratiy
12 in better WO,

‘or sewers wer
and contracts a
werc awarded.
ovide considerableé,
the unemployed.
s arranged with %
1emt for tHe pwo
wages of the'
< on civic works.

RAL CO |

ROL

Vorkers Held
{ Formed Small | S
1mittee, :

dred social servie
onference in the .eif
ternoon: over the née
ral controlling o ‘
committee was fo
nother mass m
ouple of weeks.
tral, east and
nferences were . wel
se four organization
g along similar Hne
pnd now feel the
ral council. All
the Soclal “Se

ul

a separate Organ

ted to unite wi

pther conference %
Dovercourt d

e conferences 18
quiet and effe
ring poor and a

FVILLE %

this district will
~-to-date lighting
il have comple
we workl of *
the council m
orted to be in
when the power

. mounted with . dainty gilt

—Second Floor, James. St

Sports Coats at 79¢

In Misses’ sizes,. of English worsted
Jarn, angora finish — sizes 12, 14, and ‘14
Years—two-tone combinations, such as tan
and ‘white, grey and White, navy and white,
also cardinal.  Have roll collar and hor-
der, down plain kait front. . A 9 ‘o'clock
rush special. Semf-annual Sale, T8e¢.

In 8mall Girls’ sizes, 6, 8 and 10 years,
the coats _are of same style, while the
foundation and outer surfaces of the ma-
terial -are in contrasting shades. ' Hglf-
price. Semi-annual Bale, 49c. ;

- Girls’ Dresses, Saturday, 98c—

-Many Hall.p ice ' -

Children’'s Fine White. Yoile. and : White
4wn and  Embroidery Dresses {n several
styles. Little * French have
round and .square neck, short,  set-in
sleeves, and are deintlly made with em-
broidery founcing. and embroidery front,
finished awith pretty lace {insertion.
Others have fine pin tucks, with em-
brofdery panel, -skirt edged with lace,
Bizes 4, 5 and 6 years. A 9 o’clock special.
Semi-annudl Sale, 98¢,

Girls’ Fine All:wool Serge Dresses in a
varlety ‘of excellent styles. One-plece
dresses have panel frount, with_ bolero of-
fect, and round collar, plain skirt, hjgh
walst with pieces set on and stitched, giv-
ing en over-skirt effect. Others are WO~
plece sallor dresses with collar and cuffs
braid-trimmed, slik anchor and  silk tie,
full ‘kilted skirt. Colors are navy, Cadet
and. brown.  Sizes ¢, 8, 10 ‘and 14 yenrs.
Semi-sunual Sale, $2.08,

—Third Floor, Yonge St.

Men’s Suits at $7.95

It's the Semi-annual Clear-u
Manufacturing Depariment of the numer-
ous short ends of suitings that collect from
4 seasou's work—lenugthys that were suffi-
clent ouly for one to-iwo sults of a pat-
tern. Men huve come o' récognize in this,
one of the great clothing buying oppor-
tunities of the yeur; the seléction is 80
fine and the suits are offered at about the
brice of the waterials. Come at 9 o'clock,

Included are mapy handlome”p‘lttc.rn_l
and coloriugs in many shades of greys and
brown stripes, mixtures and peat checks,
in warm tweeds and the smart dressy
worsteds. Single-breasted ' models, - wel:
tuilored.  Sizes 36 to 44.- Semi-annual Sale
price, ‘each, $7.95.

—Main Floor, Queen St.

M :ntel Clocks at $4.85

These clocks have the lustrous finish of
solid marble, due to the exquisite black en-
ameling of their hardwood frames. They
have imitatlon onyx pillars on the sides,
trimmings,
grooved and extended base and top, .and
bronzed end ornaments aud feer.

The {voroid dials are covered with con-
vex eor straight glass doors and bright
brass frames. They have fine American
eight-day movements; striking each half
hour on bell and each hour on a cathedral
gong. Our guarantee as to their reliability,
durability, and good time-keeping qualities
goes with each clock. 9 o'clock s opping
lé asgﬂsable. Semi-annual Sale price, each,

in our

—Main Floor, Yonge Sf.

.movements.

Sterling Silver Card Cases
and Vanity Purses

HESE ARE HIGH-GRADE, hallmarked-

silver cases at prices that representa -
substantial saving : - ot
Card Cases, plain bright finish, full size with vanity -
case on outside, ' hand chain attached' lengthwise. on .
some, endwise ‘on’ others. Semi~annualjs‘ale, $7.50.
Card Cases and Vanity Purses, dainty - leather
lining, withi pockets. for calling ‘card, car tickets and’

change. Some fitted with
with mirror and van-
ity. The cases are’
in plain  bright,
hand-engraved,  en-
gine - turned, . and
plain with enpgaved
edge.  Semi-annual |
Sale, each $10.00. v

Another lot, fitted @&
with silver lining,
comprises eard cases,
vanities and coin
purses. Extra heavy
weight, hand-engrav-
ed. Semi - annual
Sale, $15.00.

Stcrli'ng Silver

‘Bedroom Clochs,

Saturday, $5.00

Exquisite Alittle
clocks in éhippen-
dale and Old English’
designs. Guaranteed
An ex-
traordinary offering.
Make early selection.

Semi - annual Sale,

each, $5.00.

—Main Floor,
Yonge 8t.
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erior Decor

whole.lot’ has bsen priced:For

sian la 8.3
-Saturday ‘morning,’ $2! Bexts v : By Wl T
' Pricing on Boys’: Fine Suits, $2,65—These are double-breasted bloomer. suits, made
meditim, grey. with Ttalian cloth bodylinings. . Bloomers in
ﬁdiSalekfptiee“'Saturday, $2.65. - - ] b 14

‘.. ' Remarkable;
* from tweed'in me
’S@niijhnit

-Boys’ ‘Overcoats and Su
2Tl tondt Prices
O¥S’ “RED RIVER” and Fur-collared:Coats

- number of popular Red River coats lined throughout with red flannel and fitted
. with:hood, al$o blue coats with fur. eollars, in sizes for boys of 2.to 6 years. Th
early. rush Saturday m>raing’ ¥ 1 ;

Léss: than half-price:for Boys’- I"fur-dollaredgoiemoatl-—hbther.itgm to provide lots of buying ex-  fods of Tse tne Jiining 1t  with P
 citement: st Store opening. . Theseicoats are made' from a heavy dark grey tweed, and have imitation Per-
I g;t nilted :body linings.

collars and .

:Sale
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season Rates

TH ESE ARE THE i DULL MO NT H Si"cv)ll.i ffhc d,céqrat'or's
alendar—the midsea

keep our large

Furthermore, wall: coverin
for the Semi-annual, while eve
great February: Sale- of ‘hous

/
A

staff of workmen busy' duringthis interval, special
rates for papering and painting" have:been: inaugurated, o
gs:of :various kinds are greatly reduced
ry:day.new. papers-are arriving for. the
; ¢ ;furnishings, -thus-affording rare op-
portunity for-the decorating. of .a-room.at. exceptionally.small’ outlay.
U pon‘your request-a-man will b ’
measurements and ‘submit - estimates:"
- Decorating Department:is Main. 1491,
: ; : ' ' --FourthF]oor,Qucen Nt

PP C=

ion at Special Mid- &

son” that lies like a littlé valley of quiet be- .

tween the rush'of early Winter-and "'Wl'iir,l_foAf-?ca-rly‘."Spring. And, to

e sent to your:House to take

The: "direct

S‘Ul_ts at Sen?s'laf-

at $1.85 — Gi'duped "tdge'ther ‘are -a

Size; 24 to 28.. To rush

full-fitting ‘style. Sizes 24 to

,  —~Main Fioor, Queon/St.
—\ . . Choice
A ~Carnations,

e ) :

"L

Cr=<S

i -~ Half-price
‘Just- think of
it:l. Cut flowers.
for half-price in
Mid-winter—Car-.
nations  in. - full
bloom, fresh from
their beds, and -
other blossoms at
exceptionally low
prices:—
Carnations, - assort-
.gd' q'olors, per dozen,

. ) (D m———— C} ? @_):‘:"

e ——

Yellow -Daffodils,
per dozen, 50c.

Red, Oxblood; Yel-
low and White Tu-
lips, per dozen, 40c.

Boy Scouts
an Ocean
cycles; or, th‘tlg.
The Canadian Boy Scout” {s
“Scout Tests and How. to. Pass Them' ‘is

t price; and
Annual,” is lpepialry; priced at'$1.25.

r.m M.—Don’t Jou think 'white tulle g
7 (e . A 4 . [ CO! 3
at-less than half-price, each, $1.85. - . - T ot RSOk v hibe

underneath, of
t h'less than half-pri As for getting
% - a
. ';t muc m - 3 pﬂge- deal on ‘the nature of the ‘satin. 'Some of
: % ; those soft wool-back weaves will wash au
,well ‘almott as a
{ounuh one of them, : :
© little salt and watery and them wash it in
castile sodp. -
experiment
fore attacking the gown itself.

. '
subs
v # i cony

g w

. Freshly Cut,
: i ' whether: the curtains and - woodwork
to be. changed to
there is'a Western
should suggest the use of a
blue paper (provided
- monize with ‘the 'pr
are to be retained.
/ beh;tl:ice to have' (he woodwork painted
white,
North, a golden brown, amber or’ waria
" buff color
though wi
that:the wood
oak effect.
ed,-a plain
A splendid
roll—30 fnches wide. .
Peter, Pan.—No ms
semblance whatever to Uncle
able. Borry to disappoint you.

Donbtful.~You must. add another dollar
to your
gir of 'girls’ skates can be
1,00, and the skating boots

g pair,
| OOGA - 5

ts
5 or, The Warning from the Sky.:
in a Submarine; or, Searching
Floor. 'Bo{ Scouts on ‘Motor-
e Flying Squadren. .

cents;

33

same “The s Boy Scout °

uggest: cutting  the decolletage

course, like a chemisette.
3 out’ that satin from' the,
al flowers, -success depends a good

ket handkerchief.: 1f

soak the stain in a'

But it would be’ wise to
with & scrap of the' satin be-

: R. B.~You have proved a. pretty ‘able .
{tute for your “better half.” but ‘your.
, manly mind has forgotten to state
her 'the room 1is well or badly lighted,
‘the’ ceiling s’ high ‘or low, and
are
suit the new paper. If
or Southern outlook,. I
e o plain. willow
that tint  will har-
‘curtains,” if such
In this case it would

If the windows face ' Fast ' or
per would be a, wiser choice,
any of:these Il’ihould : frmr
work were stained in 12

In any of the shades ‘mention-
oatmesal paper would be.good.
line ‘is procurable it 20 cents e

mask_ that bears any re-
Sam 1s avail-

expectations, I'm afraid. 'A good
supplied at

at $2.00 g

-

. ~Paper White ‘Nar-
cissus, per doz., 30c.
Roman White Hy-

acinths, per dozen,

“telephone to the

Dutech White Hya-
cinths, per doz., 60c.
Early ordeging is
advisable for best se-
lection.
—Fifth Floor, Centre,
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tion bave been published in book-
let form. Anyone desiring a copy
may obtain it by sending  her ad-
dress to “The. Scribe.””:

“From a Woman’s
- Standpoint’’
T the request of certain read-

ers of this column, the Sketches

which have appeared from
ime to ttme=Under the above cap-
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ABOLISH BANQUETS OF STATE
50 THAT POOR MEN MAY BE FED

Mass Meeting of Unemployed Make Demands Upon Gov-
ernment—DMilitant Metho ds Frowned Upon
ler Simpson—Big Parade WiJl Leave Labor
Two o'Clock This Aftern oon.

b}l'_ Control-

emple at

(Continued From Page 1.)

office of the
Mchhy__
they Immediately be supplied with all

the

the

&teal 7

Many ¢

of

ting work when
lang were rofase.d,

YIDg, on which may ve read, “Shin

acting mayor, Controler
and demand of him that

Work possible.  Danners w'll be

Unemp,,yel men work., beg  cr
Fant No Discrimination.
Ompliinig were heard hecgnse
e fact ty, fora.gners were get.
Engi!s nnen upd Con-
One of the men

force.
rightfully belonged to them,

Controller Simpson,
sent .and addressed the
viged sthem not to use
as they
He stated that. if they used force the
government
. againgt them, and it would be pitiful
if force had to be used,
ployed men in order to sustain order
in the city,

He expressed it as taking what

who was pre-
gathering, ad-
such methods,
were sure to result in harm.
and the

police were

on the unem-

Not the Working Class.

i esent stato ) that

fault for the ' :
d naority of them id n ot
have the ambition

$Mough in
work,
have b

®me time 1
hadla
Wosition

8 g

rst,
‘s Militant
3% situation

the men
W Continyeq
tMeetin
. ofy

es us to pu
2403 for eppolnt

the morning to go to look
The Italians get up early
een working at the jobs for
efore
I starts out to look: for the
; . A resolution was passed
g the officials not to discriminate
‘the Matter of giving out the work,
10.give it to those who are on the
régardless of nationality,
Unemployment.
hax
have been so tried by
unemployment, that at
Yesterday militant meth-
Nere Euggested asg
Ml. Work. Oné of the men, Thomag
Suggested

m up in a
¢ City aud take the work by

L was ineir ¢cwn

to get up early

he Englishman or

become g0 acute

a means of se-

that the men out of

While Thomas Scott was speaking
ot the master workers oppressing the
working class and getting every cent
possible out of them, one of the more
cheerful and witty of the throng
shouted in a loud voice, “We are not a
working class, we are a non-working
class.”

A deputation, composed of James
Watt, H. B. Woodrow, Matthew Way-
man, T. A. Stevenson and H. Ryder
walted on the harbor commission at 4
o’clock yesterday afternoon to ask that
body to start some of its contracts as
soon as possible, so that work would
be provided for some of the unem-
loyed.
? { May Cut Down Trees,

They were informed that work is
divided into two coutracts, but that
neither was to be started until June.
The commission offered to co-operate

hody and go to the

with the eommittee of the unemployed
men iu en effort to secure as much

L ]

work asg possible and as soon as pPoOs-
sible, to relieve the present situation.
It was suggested that work of cutting
trees might be started ‘In the - Ash.
bridge’s Bay district immediately. :

Complaints were registered againgt
the city’s system of paying men.
man works for one day he has to wait
for. a week before drawing his pay.
Controller Simpson informed
that at the meeting of the’ board of
control yesterday morning, a peremp-
tory order was issued to the city trea-
surer that the men should be pald as
soon as they are laid off work.

Uniap Station Work.

“Mr, Drayton, chairman of-the Do-
minion Rallway Board, is considering
the request of yours that a peremptory
order be issued by the ‘rallway-board
to the rallways to commence immedi-:
ately the work on the IUnion Station,”
stated Controller Simpson. “Mr. Dray-
ton is considering the matter and will
recelve your committee in". Toronto
when the board comes here next .Mon-
day, to hear your request at a session
of the railway board.”

Controller Simpgon told of the visit
of the controllers to.the Hon. Robert
Rogers, minister of public works at
Ottawa, to urge him to proceed with
all the public work under his depart-
ment at the present time. He promis-
ed that he would do. his ntmost to have
the work proceeded with:

Claude Will Help. 3

Claude Macdonell, member of the
federal house for South Toronto, was
also waited on by Controller Simpson.
who asked him to use as much of his
time as possible in seeing that the
minister carried out his promises.

The controller also promised that
the unemployed men of Toronto would
be protected against those coming in
from various parts of the province gn
quest of work. “The government will
have. to look after these men,” stated
the controller.

Swindling the :Poor.

It was brought out at the meeting
that two men, one of them named Reid
have been swindling the labor men, in

that t did not turn-over the ‘full

If a

‘them-|-ed

-held a short while ago, and that they
have misrepresented the officers sup-
posed to be at the head of the affair
It .was pointed out that the receipts
from - the concert amounted to - $114,
and, the expenses- to $72.01, deaving a
‘balance of ‘$42 that .should. haye beer
given to the committee in -charge of
the relief fund. Only .$17.85 was turn-
over. - It 'is expected tliat arrests
will follow.- Another concert has been
advertised for'Feb.,9, " k
At noon 'yesterday 4816 unemployed
men ‘had’ registered at ‘the:Civic Em-
ployment Bureau, snd'it is known tha

thousand men, who will not register
because they: are
"upon ‘the: unipn/to find them work. In
order ‘to offset the plans of anyof those
who come .in- from outside .places to
secure ‘'work, it is ‘necessary for each
Fman to sign when and where he was
last employed. "

More' than ' 200 unemployed men
took advantege of: the Salvation Army
‘buildiug -at ‘the corner of .James  and
Albert " streets -on' Wednesday, and
Thursday .nights, o Ay

According to, officlals ‘of several’ of
the uniohs, the demand for ‘men’ in
some of:-the tradés cannot be met'with,
“If .men  from' outside places  did -not
come in- the conditione this year would
be no.worse than in. former .years,”
stated Sécretary Thorne ‘of the Brick-
layers’ Union.

BAGS .COST TOO MUCH.

That the charge the wholesaler puts
upon. the retailer of five ceats for bags
and eight cents for sacks was. becom-
ing ‘too' much of a burden was the
contention- made by speakers at the
seventh annual ‘banquet of. the. Flour
and Feed Dealers’ . Association : last
night.  Aitho the retailer has fo pay
for the hags he is not able to charge
the consumer’ for thém.

Women willﬁnd more nmof

amount/Fealized from a benefit concert’

man.a'.ur‘p e every mommg
thnjm.any. r papes. ;

there 'are many more; probably another

union men and rely

WORKS SYSTEM CUMBERSOME
100 MUCH LEGAL RED TAPE

Next to Impossible to Finish - Work Within a Year—Pump-
ing System is Unsatisfacto ry — Sewage Disposal Plant
Inadequate and Inefficien t—Trained Engineer Needed:

After.an analysis of approximately
200 contracts handled by the works de-
partment, the Bureau of Municipal Re-
search, in_a Civie Survey report issu-
ed yesterday, says that the system at
the city hzllis so cumbersome and that
the- legal ‘steps which musgt be taken
by the works committee, the board.of
revision, the aseessment department,
the boar dof control, and the city soli-
citor ‘are so .involved that it Is next
to impossible to finish any ‘work with-
in a4 year. . ’

Thirteen' months is the average time
required - for the completion of work

works committee make a more positive
let'l’ox't to clean the slate at each meet-
ng. L

4. That the commissioner of public
works have prepared each week &, pro-
gress “tickler,” showing the exact sta-
tus of every proposed worlk, including
a tabulation of the elapsed time in the
various operations,

5. That the right to extend the time
limits on contracts be vest 1 solely in
the board of control, and that a policy
of ‘enforcement of thege provisions, and
the levying of liguidated damages for
delay, be authorized and carried out.

interest to them in The - World’s |’

by. a:private contractor, and 12 months
by.city labor. As a result of the red-
tape and ‘uawieldy practice exlsting,
it has been found thgt 12 per cent. of

‘the ‘contracts ‘analyzed weére under-
.taken ‘before. the final execution and

approval ©f “the actual documents.
Sixty-six per cent. of these were also
started before ‘the formal order to be-
gin“had been issued by the works de-
partment, and 74 per cent. of the con-
tracts under - scrutiny exceeded the
time limit specified.
The Remedies.

To.remedy such conditions as these
the following recommendations are
made:

1. That more care be given to pre-
paration’of the ‘engineer's estimate of
quantities' and total cost.

2.°That the .court of revision be au-
chorizéd to review only the apportien-
ment of .the cosf. Gy ®

2. That the board of control and the

6. That the pfactice of und rtaking
contracts before their final execution,
and beginning work before the issu-
agce of a formal order, be discontinu-
ed. . :
7. That the simplification of contract
procedure be .kept constantly in view
in*any proposed revision of existing

S,

law:
Red-Tape Again,

The report fiurther condemns the
system of letting contracts and in-
stances one case in which an improve-
ment, the cost of which was an assess-
able’charge against the owners of the
abutting property, had been.'undertak-
en without public letting or competi-
tive bids. Another effect of the un-
possible red-tape which is forced upon
the works department is a digregard
for accuracy in estimates and statis-
tics . presented. to- the various general
adminigtrative hodies, Analysis of 25
contracts showed that average preli-
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‘such as grading,
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minary estimates generally exceeded
actual cost by 13 per cent., estimates
exceeded bids by 26-per cent., and costs
exceeded bids by 18 per cent. In cer-
tain - sidewalk contracts, the depart-
ment’s preliminary estimates exceeded
the tenders by over 100 per cent.,, and
n paving contracts a similar excess
of 35 fer cent. is noted.

The introduction of the “line item
unit coet” bids is suggested instead of
the present lump sum practice now in
use, the former system being simply
the unit cost of each separate item,
curbing and flagging.

The practice of the commissioner to
enter bids in competition with private
contractors is one of the few present -
methods that is commended.

Pumping Water.

Regarding the pumping of the water
supply, the report ‘finds the present
conditions unsatisfactory because the
provincial hydro-¢lectric -power now
in use is not supplemented by some
other system, preferably the Toronto
HElectric Light, as. a precaution in
cases of emergency. Unless some such
arrangements can be effected, the ex-

perts declare that the eletrically driv-

én pumps are impossible for Toronto.
Under the present system, the heavy
cost of operation during “peak. load”
time' is prohibitive and necessitafes
the operation of the pumps by steam
from two to six hours each day, for
which purpose furnace fires have fo
be kept going 24 hours to fill in a two
to six-hour gap in the hydro.

The present main plant for sewage
disposal is found to be wholly inade-
quate and ineffective in its work, al-
tho it cost $150,000, and will have to
be supported bv sludge digesters be-
fore it is efficient.

Other sections of the report find that
the ¢ity sidewalks lack uniformity in
construction, are dirty and in bad re-
‘palr, that water rates should be equal-
.zed by:charging the actual cost qt in-
stallation to househdlders. that there
i delay in Issuing permits to pubite
service corporationg for sub-struec-
tures, .

It is also declared that Toronto
« technically trained engineer, ell
28 the present commissioner of E




