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preached her indiscretion, she answered me with a surpris-

ing naivete, that she did not think she was doing any thing

wrong, but that, knowing her daughter would one day cer-

tainly offend the Lord, she had wished to impose on her

in advance the pain which her sin merited.

Although those who inflicted these mortifications on

themselves were particular to conceal them from the

knowledge of the public, yet Catharine, who had a mind

quick and penetrating, did not fail from various appear-

ances to conjecture that which they held so secret ; and as

she studied every means to testify more and more her love

to Jesus Christ, she applied herself to examine every thing

that was done pleasing to the Lord, that she might herself

immediately piit it in practice. It was for this reason that

while passing some days at Montreal, where for the first

time she saw the nuns, she was so charmed with their mod-

esty and devotion that she informed herself most thor-

oughly with regard to the manner in which these holy sis-

ters lived and the virtues which they practised. Having

learned that they were Christian virgins, who were con-

secrated to God by a vow of perpetual continence, she

gave me no peace until I had granted her permission to

make the same sacrifice of herself, not by a simple resolu-

tion to guard her virginity, such as she had already made,

but by an irrevocable engagement which obliged her to

belong to God without any recall. I would not, however,

give my consent to this step until I had well proved her,

and been anew convinced that it was the Spirit of God,

acting in this excellent girl, which had thus inspired her

with a design of which there had never been an example

among the Indians.

For this great event she chose the day on which we cel-
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