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sured by those j)rii(lent friends wlio look only to the contri-

bution which a wife is first able to make to her husband's

pecuniary or social j)osition in the world, had proved to be

the most sensible action of his life. About the same time,

he visited England, whither his literary renown had ])re-

ceded him, and where he consequently received a cordial

welcome into the best circles of literary and aristocratic

society. The character of I)e Tocqueville's mind, in sev-

eral respects, approached more nearly to the En<flish than

the French standard of excellence ; and he soon contracted

an intimate friendship with many eminent Englishmen,

on frequent intercourse witli whom dej)ended much of the

happiness of his subsequent career. His personal qualities,

indeed, were such as to make him an object of strong

attachment to all his friends. An Englishman who knew
him well says of him, that " the extreme delicacy of his

j)hysical organization, the fastidious refinement of his tastes,

and the charm of his manners, made him the very type of a

hicrh-bred s^ntleman."

His mother died shortly after his return to France, and

then, through a familv arrangement with his two older broth-

ers, he obtained possession of the paternal estate at Toc(pie-

ville, and made it his permanent residence. The old cha-

teau was in bad repair,— "full of associations and ruins,"

says his French biographer ; but the country around is rich

and pleasant, and the upper part of the building commands

a magnificent view of the sea-coast and the English Channel.

Here De Tocqueville devoted himself to the management

of the estate, for which his knowledge of agriculture did

not very well qualify him, to the preparation of the Sec-

ond Part of his work, and to cultivating that accpiaintance

with his country neighbors, on which he was to depend

for election to the Chamber of Deputies, and thus for an

introduction to political life. To this object his ambition

was now directed ; he longed for an opportunity to carry
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