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THE AUTHOR'S ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF.
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I WAS alwaya fond of yinting new wenea, and obwnriiig ttninge
[dMHTMlen and mmoMn. Eren when a mere ehild I began mj

vnht and made nanj toon of disooTeiy into foroign parte and
known r^ona of nj natire eity, to the freqnmit alarm of my

ita, and the emolnment of the town-crier. As I grew into
', I extended the nam of my obeeryatioos. My holiday

>ns were apeot in numtles about the enrronndinff conntiy.

made myielf fiuniliar with all it« jdacee fiuBOoni in nistoir or
I knew ereiy spot where a mnrder or robbery had been

indtled, or a ghost seen. I visited the nei|^boaring yillMeai

added greatly to my stock of knowledm by noting ^ir
its and castoms, and conrerring with their sages and great

u I even journeyed one long snmmei's day to the sumimt of

most distant hiU, whence I stretched my eye oyer many a
of i$rra iiteognita, and was astonished to find how yasi ft

I inhabited.

This rambling propensity strengthened with my years. Bodts
' yeyagee and tiayeb became my pasnon, and in deyouring

eootents I nedeotsd the regular exereiass of the school

[ow wistfully would I wander about the pier-heads in fina

and watch the parting ships bound to distant dime*—
what lonciag eyas would I gaie after their lessenbg sails^

waft myseu in imagination to the ends of the earth I

Further reading and thmkinff, though they brou^^t this yague
into BMre reasonabw bounds only senred to make it

derided. I yiaitad yariona parte of my own country; and
I been Mepsly a lover of fine acsMiy, I Mould have felt Utila

4o seek elsewkne its gratification ; for on no country hava
I chama of Nature been more prodigally hiviahed. HermidhiT
Ks% Uka oceaas of liquid iilvar; her mountaina, with their

'klaMal tints; her yalleya, teeming with wild fcrtiUty ; her


