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Whfn Chftrkniiigfie overtamcd tlie dominion

Ijiikt Lombardt, and fent their king a prifoner

to France, the Venetian Date cultivated the

friendihip of that great monarch, and obtained a
c»)niirmation of all their treaties with the Lom«'

bardf, by >\'hich, among other things, the limitt

tetween the two dates were afcertained.

In the uars with the eaAern empire, and in

tbofe of more modem date, between France and
Aut!ria, the conOant objed of the Venetians Waa
to avoid embroiling themfelves with either par*

ty; and when at length they began to excite

the jealoofy of the other ftatcs of Europe, they

had acquired firength and revenues fuiiicicnt to

refill, or political influence to divert the ilorm.

'fhe republic of V^cnice, fays Dr. Moore, in its

Various periods of increafe, of meridian fplendor^

and of decleniion, has already exilfed for a longer

time than any othe^ of which hiilory makefi men'-

tion. The Venetians theolCelves a^rt, that this

duration is owing to the excellent materials of
which their government has been compofed, by
trhicb, they imagine, it ha$ been brought to the
greatcft poifible degree of perfection.

At firft it was purely democratical j but after

the date became ia fome meaiure rich and popu"
lous, a more viperous conftitution was fouod ne«

ceflary, and Paul Luc Anafefte was elected duke,
or doge, in 6§^. This office has been continued
to the prefent tkne, with partial interruptions and
modiiications. Several tribunals, however, have
been added lo bi»)anoe his power ; and fucb is the

jeainnfy of Vbts gowrament, that all private inter*

ooutle is of necefii^ty fufpended, and one ads as a

fpy on another. The peoph. do not even pofi'eiir

the ihadow of po\\'cri a tyraonical aviftocracy

has


