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I, Rate Cameron, of Princeville, River Inhabitants, in

the Island of Cape Breton, do solemnly declare

—

That I served as an attendant in the Nova Scotia Hospital

for the Insane for about four years, that is, from 1874 until

the 3rd December, 1877, under the management of Dr.

DeWolf, and afterwards, from the 6th July, 1878, until

January, 1879, under the management of Dr/Reid.
That there was a marked difference between the manage-

ment under Dr. DeWolf and Dr. Reid.

That under Dr. Reid the patients were well attended to

and regularly visited by him and his assistant, Dr. Sinclair

;

that the patients had medicine and sick diet whenever
necessary, nnd their wants in every respect provided for.

That under Dr. DeWolf the food was often unfit for use,

and, when sent back, was told that it was good enough, and
got no better. The meat I havb st en rotten, and as a
general thing the tea, butter and meat were bad. I have
seen the bread often badalso.

That attention is now paid to the cleanliness ofthe patients.

Formerly this was not the case, as the filthy condition of the

beds was such that I have seen maggots crawling out of

some of them.
That I have known patients to have been inhumanly

treated and sadly neglected. The first act of cruelty which
1 remember was to an inoffensive woman named Elsie

turpel, from Granville, who was in the habit of tearing her
clothes. She was stripped naked, her hands and feet tied,

her hands behind her back, in a room, on a cold December
night, in old F Ward, in 1874, without a bed. Next morn-
ing she was found dead, coiled up in the corner. I was
called in to unbind her hands and feet. She had not been
visited by the Superintendent or Assistant Physician until

she was dead. There was no inquest ; the Doctor said she
died of cramps.

That it was known to me that Mrs. McCoy, from Lake
Ainslie, Cape Breton, was cruelly treated in No. 9 Ward.
She was often put into the drying room, or closet, and cold

water poured over her. One morning I heard that she
would not eat her breakfast. I went down to see her^ and
in about an hoUr aftet she died. She had a large cut in the

Re
.N(8S


