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notice, was marked by the most rutiiless

scones of savage massacre, on the part of

their enemies, that ever disgraced the

most barbarous hordes of the human spe-

cies. The year preceding that in wliich

the narrative; properly commences, the

Red Indians had attacked the villages of

the Miemacs, and been repulsed with

great slaughter; and in their turn, they

were now attacked, and experienced a

erue' retaliation.

The fell purpose of the Miemacs was
accomplished by means of nn artful snare

into which they had drawn their enemies.

By the success of the stratagem which
tliey had practised, they had been onal)Ie(l

to attack the capital of the red men, in

the absence of the chief and his ehosen

warriors; and the sanguinary result, was
without parallel in the traditionary an-

nals of the tribe. The wholi! of the

women and cliildren, with several of (he

most aged warriors of Ortawee, were
savagely slaughtered. The red warriors,

left in the capital !>'• reason of tlieir great

age, were incapal)le of ottering resistance,

and were engaged in offices which should

liave rendered their pin-sons in\io!ahle.

AVhon the enemy entered the seat of

their chiefs, the red m(m were occupied

in the performance of the sinipl(> rites

which their ri ligion enjoined, and wliich

liad hitherto connnanded the respect or

I'ear of the most relentless of the 5lieniae

warriors. Thus, the violation of t'u'ir

religious rites, and tin; success of the

stratagem by which their enemies eluded
the vigilance of the scouts that watciu'd

tlie passes in the mountains, the two
grand incentives to action and revengo in

the breast of a savage, wrought more
strongly upon tlie minds of the red war-
riors, than either the nnis; icre of their

Women and their children, o;- the scries

of defeats which had already depopulated

the fairest portion of their t-omitry.

As it was while the red tribe was
snuirting under the recent gasluvs of the

tomahawk of the i\Iiemacs, tliat tlie re-

markai)le lOuropeans, w Iiose history is

interwoven with the eaiiinitous tale of
that i\nhappy race, will also first come
under our notice, wo may pro|)erly take
Uj. the regular course of ti-ansactiMUs,

V ith tile consequences which iminediateiy

followed that important event in their

history.

The chief and his warviors rettunied to

their capital, unacquainted with the eali-

mity which had befallen them. But, as

they descended the hill which overlooked
their late happ3- homes, all their fears

were at once awakened. They saw thi,'

smoke of no fire. No sounds of joy, no
voice of wife and children, greeted their

approach. They looked for the infants

and their mothers whom they should have

met, where tlii'y had embraced them as

tiiey departed, but none came out to wel-

eon'e tht-m. A step further, and they

knew that tney were bereaved of the

partners of their bosoms— that tluy were
childless. The blood of their wives,

and tliat of their olfspring stained the

ground.
Jjut not a murmur escaped their lips;

nor was a sigh of regret he-rd; ner
did a troubled lo<ik betray the emotions
that filled their breasts.

When they entered the village, they

di.'-persi'd e\ery man to his fornu'r honio;

and each seated himself upon his own
bloodstained mat, ajiparently indifferent,

that other mats were without their occu-

pants, the wigwam without its fiu'iner

tenants. One sat down by the side of the

mat that his wife had su recently occu-

]iied, and anotiier b\' that upon which his

el)ildrin lay wh^-ii he departed. No ten-

der eares:.es greeted them now; no chil-

dren's fondness rewarded their toils; yet,

they betrayed no disappointment, no
emotion.

'J'lie late suitor for the liand (jf a young
and licaniil'u! niaidi!!), entered the habita-

lioii which h:;d so recently beheld the

interchange of their chaste loves. The
mat of his affianced bride was still there.

The eager eye of the warrior would have
found blood. !She should yet be pure.

But Ids search was in vain, t^he was the

IMicnuH^'s prisoner. Yet none could have
perceived that any passion burned within
him.

For some days every warrior was engoged
in his ordinary occupation, ov in the use-
ful application of what he had taken in

the chase, w ith seemingly as much indif-

ference as on any former occasion.

CIIAl'TER II.

" Vi'o liokl lUviik'd councils."

Kt( HARD III.
" tiocd nusoiis must, of force, give wiiy to better."

•lULILS tVfiSAB.

Tin: time having elapsed that it was
u^'Ual lor llie lied Ir.diaus to employ them-
selves in dome;. tie engagements, before

their aceiistomed assembly in council. after

all similar excursions to thai which had
been the cause of their dire calamif}', the

conch soum.od, and tlu'ir national hall, as

was usual on such oi'casions, was filled

with their orators, their warriors, and
such of their young men as had tu-com-

panied the expediti(ui.


