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Poor voutlis! Tliov liail, no doubt, siiu-orc iiiul co.a-

Idi.ssioiiiitc souls, liut iiliis, (It't'oly inilaii'd iti ori'ur. Tlu'V

;nc!\v nut, heloveil Idvtliroii, that ouo sjjnrk »>t' lUitli and
C'liurity, does rrioi-c tliau all ilu; tires ot' the Martli, beciuiso ll

is {ibU|»t'rnutural lire. Vou are hut t'ijL:;lit, lla-y sai«l. IJut they

bad yet to ioarn, that the wicrt'd fin' of Christian charity,

coiiiuuiniiiatcs itnelf from one tu another, more raidilly ttill

than tiiat ilame wliicli, to<» (tfUMi, alas, deva>tate-s our ^i-( at

cities. In vain do tla; founders of this socii'fy, jealousol'liiiir

Ireasure, strive to liide it, like the miser : for it isCJod who
Mita : J)eu3 est inhn </ui opemtin'. ([) They were ei;^ht, ai

first; two months afterwards, they wen.- fifteen; fwoyearrt

afterwards, they were one huiuhv<! : twenty years afterwards,

thty were two tliousaad, in I'aris alone ; visiting live

thousand families, or al»out twenty thousand individuals,

that is to say, one fourth of the poor enclosed within the

walls of that innnenso city. (S"*

JLiw ^hully, if it were possible, beloved brethren, M'ould

I proclaim, in nnisson with their successors, v/ith the [)oor,

with the true liii-nds of hunuinity, the mimes of these lirtst

younijf men, who have become nnwittin<;ly, tin; patriai'chs

of a vast and ])uwerful asstx;iation, which, in the thirtieth

rear of its existence, is already bending' nnder the precious

burden oi' its works.

1 cannot do so.— I kn(;w that the real creator of a W()rk,

is the person who orii^inates the idea of it ; but I know uu
other here than CJod himself How often, beloved brethren,

have you not followed, through t!ie country, enriched and
beautilied by its waters, the course of some ^'reat river,

withont discoverin*^ the source wlience it springs ; (iod

frequently does M'ith the work of his servants, what
he docs with the works of physical nature : he disposes all

things in such wise, that none but himself can, here below,

I mean, be called its author. Tiius it was with the new
creation of Providence.

Nevcrtlieless, I may well say with ]/<icordaire, that *' I

shall not wrong the memory of any of these eight young
men, by asserting thatOzanam, though their fellow student,

was the St. Peter of that humble cenaculum. He never

(1) riiillipp. I. l.-^.

(•2) Oxauuiu. discourse at oonfereuce of Florence.


