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fact, prolonged the existence of the pro- position merely to the irritation produced
sent Assembly from the period of a single by those temporary causes of dissatisfac-

year to one of four. It is said that this tion with the government of the province

•tep is justified by the example of the which I have specified, and not to any
other North American colonies. But it settled design on the part of any great

is certain that it nevertheless caused very numher, either to subvert existi.ig institu-

great dissatisfaction, and was regarded as tions, or to change their present connec-

an unbecoming usurpation of power. tion with Grest Britain for a junction

It was the prevalence of the general with the United States. I am inclined

dissatisfaction thus caused that embold- to view the iiisurrectior.ary movement«
cned the parties who instigated the insur- which did take place as indicative of no
rection to an attempt, which may be cha- deep-iooted disaffection, and to believe

racterised as having been as foolishly that almost the entire body of the reform-

contrived and as ill-conducted, as it was ers of this province sought only by con-

wicked and treasonable. This outbreak, stitutional means to obtain those objects

which common prudence and good man- for which they had so long peaceably

agernent would have prevented from struggled before the unhappy troubles

coming to a head, was promptly quelled occasioned by the violence of a few un-

by the alacrity with which the population, principled adventurers and heated enthu-

and especially the British portion of it, siasts.

rallied round the government. The It cannot, however, be doubted, that

proximity of the American frontier, the the events of the past year have greatly

nature of the border country, and the increased the difficulty of settling the dia

wild and daring character, together with orders of U[)per Canada. A degree of

the periodical want of employment of its discontent, approaching, if not amounting
papulation, hpve unfortunately enabled a to disaffection, has gained considerable

few desperate exiles to continue the trou- ground. The causes of disaffection con-

bles of th«ir country, by means of the tinue to acton the minds of the reformers;

predatory gangs which have from time to and their hope of redress under the pre-

time invaded and robbed, under the pre- sent order of things, has been seriously

text of revolutionizing the province. But diminished. The exasperation caused by
the general loyalty of the population has the conflict Itself, the suspicions and ter-

beon evinced by the little disposition that rors of that trying period, and the use

has been exhibited by any portion of it to made by the triumphant party of the pow-
accept of the proffered aid of the refugeeb er thrown into their hands, have height-

and foreign invaders, and by the unanim- ened the passions which existed before,

ity with which all have turned out to de- It certainly appeared too much as if the

fend their country. rebellion had been purposely invited by
It has not, indeed, been exactly Gscer- the government, and the unfortunate men

lained what proportion of the Inlmhitants who took part in it deliberately drawn into

of Upper Canada were prepared to join a trap by those who sui;sequently inflicted

Mackenzie in his treasonable enterprise, so severe a punishment on them ibr theii*

or were so disposed that we may suppose error. It seemed, too, as if the domi-

thoy would have arrayed themselves on nant party made use of the occasion af-

his side, had he obtained any momentary forded it !)y the real guilt of a few des-

success, as indeed w^as for some days perate and imprudent men, in order to

within his grasp. Even if I were con- persecute or disable the whole body of

vinced that a large proportion of the po- their political opponents. A great num-
pulation would, under any circumstances, ber of perfectly innocent individuals were
have lent themselves to his projects, I thrown into prison, and suffered in per-

fiiiould be inclined to attribute such a dis- son, property, and character. The whole


