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and abandon their Fort, Du Qiiefiie, which they cf-

fecftuated upon the 2.4th inftant, and of which I took

pollellion with my light troops the Tame evening, and

with my little army the next day.—The enemy made
their efcape down the river, pait in boats, and part

by land', to their forts and fettlements upon the Mifli-

fippr, having been abandonedjor, at leafl, Jiot fccond-

ed, by their friends the Indians, whom We had pre-

vioufly engaged to nt\ a neutral part, after thorough-

ly convincing them, in fevcial fkirmifhcs, that all

their attempts upon our advanced polls, in order to

ciit off our communication, were vain, and to no
purpofe; fo ihey now feem all willing, and well dii-

pofed to embrace his majelly's moft gracious protec-

tion.

Give me leave, therefore, to congratulate you up-

on this important event, of having expelled the

French from Fort I)u Qi^efnc, and this prodigious

tra<^ of fine rich country •, and, ofhaving, in a man-
ner, reconciled the various tribes, and naf'cus of In-

dians, inhabiting it,. to his majefty's government.

So far I had wrote you the 26th, but being feized

with an inflamation in my ftomach, and liver, the iharp-

eft and moft fevere of alldiftempers, I could proceed

no farther J
and, as I have a thoufajid things to fay,

have ordered ma'or Halkett down the country, in or-

der. lO explain the motives upon v/hich I proceeded,

andithe various, and almoft infurniountable difficul-

ties I had, to ojapplc v.yth.

I jQiall leave this as foon as I am able to flar.d ;

butGod knows when, or ifever,IreachPhiladelplija.

I expe6l the heads of all the Indians in here to-

morrow, when I hope very foon to finifh with them.

Major Halkett, who has been difpatched on this

occafion, by brigadier general Forbes, is not yet ar-

riv;ed liom New. York.
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