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whioh kept ptici' with thi-Hc mnviiiu' puitit'is of CrocH ^Iurin^; ilu- BuiiiimT
mniitlis (if ISTl'. \\\ i^lrt'iiiriN iUidliikcK, in willow copNCN, and upon hari' hill

siili'H, ollon Hht'llcrli'NH liont lln' licici' t\\\s dl' the summer min, and fxp )Mi'd

to thi' riiinM and di'WN olnitrlit, Ihi* pixir piairuc Ntiickfii wn'Uhi'w lay down
to die. No a.>si.stan('i' ol any kintl. lor lli.' ticN of family wcif ("piirkly

loosi>nt'd and niolhcrw al>and»>ni'tl llu'ir ln"i[i|i'sf> chiidifn upon tlii> wayside,
llcfini; onward (o miuu' ianri.d place ol r.al,((y. Tlu- dislrifi lyiny; Ix'lwtM'U

Fort Tilt and Victoria, a di^tuncc of ahoul HO milow, wa« pcihapdthesccno
of tho gn-ntcHt suH'crinjf.

In thi' inunediatc nciL'hl)orhood of Fort Pitt, two ciiMips of Cn-cH ch-

tfthliMht'd tht'inNclvcM, at lii>t in the ho]>.' of ohtuinintf nu'dfcafaN.siNtanco iind

failini,' in ihal. for the ollicer in chai'j-e noon exhauHted his slender Hloro.

theyaiipeiir to liave end.'avoiired to con\ey the infei'tion into the l''ort, in

the belief that hy doiny m> I hey would ceaHc losiiller frtini it ihenisidves, Thf
dead bodies were lell nnhuried cIonc k»>t»KiiUK'k«des, and fre(|uenlly IndiiUiH

in the worst stay:e of tlW' disease fuiifnt he «ei*»i Iryini,' to force an enlranco
into ihc Inijises, or ruhtiiiiy- i)oilion of the Hcai) Ironitheir persons ni^iiiuMt the

door handles and window Iraines of the dwellinifs. It is sinttular that only
three persons within the fort sliouKI Ikivc been infectetl with the disease,

ond 1 can only attribute the i'oni)>aiilive innuunity enjoyed by the rcwi-

dtMits at that post to the fact that Mi,'. John Sinclair had taken tho precau-

tion early iu the sunnner to vaccinati' all the persons residing there, having
obtained the viiccine nuitter from a Salteaux Indian who had been vaccin-

ated at thu mission of Prince Albert, i)resided over by Uev. Mr. Nesbit,

sonu'tiuie durinif the sprin;^. In this nuitter of vaccination a .very impor-

tant ditl'erence appears to have existed between the Upper aiul Lower Sas-

katchewan. At the HcttlenuMit of St. Albert near Edmonton tho opinion

prevails that vaccination was of little or no avail to check tho spread of the

disea-so, while ou the contrary residents on tho lower portion fef the Sas-

katchewan assert that they cannot trace asinfj;le case in which ileath had
ensued after vaccination had been properly performed. I attribute! this dif-

ference of opinion u]ion the benefits resiiltiny: from vaccination to the fact

that the vaccine matter used at St. Alt)ert and Edmonton was of a spurious

description, having been brought from Fort IJenton, on the Missouri Itiver,

by traders during the early summer, and that also it was used when the

disease had reached its height, while on the other hand the vaccination car-

ried on from Mr. Nesbit's ilission appears to have been commenced early

in the spring and also to have been of a genuine description.

At the Mission of St .Albert, called also " Big Lake," ^he disease assum-

ed'amost malignant form; the infection appears to have been introduced

into the settlement from two different sources almost at the same period.

The bummer hunting party met the Blackfeet on the plains and visited the

Indian camp (then inl'ectea with small pox) for the purpose of making
peace and trading. A few days later the disease appeared among them and •

swept off half their number in a very short space of time. To such a de-

gree of helplessness were they reduced that when the prairie fires broke

out in the neighbourhood of their camp they were unable to do anything

towards arresting its progress or saving their property. The fire swept

through the camp destroying a niimber of horses, carts and tents, and the

unfortunate people returned to their homes at Big Lake carrying the di-

sease with. them. About the same time some of the Crees also reached the

settlement, and the infection thus communicated from both quarters, spread

with amazing rapidity. Out of a total population numbering about 900

souls 600 caught the disease, and up to the date of my departure from Ed-

monton (22nd December,] 811 deaths had occurred. Nor is this enofmous

percentage of deaths very much to be wondered at when we consider the

circumstances attending this epidemic. The people huddled together in

small hordes, were destitute of medical assistance or ofeven the most ordi-

nary requirements of th\hospital. During the period of delirium inciden-

tal to small pox, they freqllently wandered forth at night into the open air,

and remained for hours exposed to dew or rain ; in the latter stages of the

disease they took no precautions against cold and frequently died from re-

lapse produced by exposure, on tho other hand they appear to have suffer-

ed but little pain after the primary fever passed away. " I have frequently,

says Pere Andre, " asked a man in the last stages of small pox, whose end

was close at hand, ifhe was suffering much pain, and the almost invariable
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