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NEL8(JN AT QUEBEC.

.lA^ Kl'ISODK IX THE LU'E OF THE (IIIEAT lililTISH ADMIRAL.

\',\ Dlt. UKNRV II. MILKS.

[T is worthy of olj.servation that the

local history of tlie Capital of

Canada furnishes not even an allusion

to the visits of England's most re-

Jiowned ,sea eaptain, which occurred

in tlie year 17i^2. Alreatly noted for

distinguished services, regarded, both

liy superiors and inferiors in rank, as

tiie most |)romising young othcer of

the British Navy, and idolized by the

lieutenants, middies and tars who
.served under him, it might have l>een

expected that his advent to C^uebec,

and liis stay there of seve-ral weeks'

duration, would have attracted consi-

derable notice in colonial society, and

that the printed r(;cords of the time

would have presented souie interesting

particulars of that period of the careei'

of the illustrious Aduiiral.

But such was not the case. We
search in vain the cohunns of the

Qtiehec Gazetti'—then the only news-

paper printed in Canada—for a men
tion of this wonderful man's visit,

Xot a line do we find announcing the

ai'-ival or the departure of ' H. M.

frigate Albcmaiie, L'8, Ciqitiiiit /lora/io

Xi'Ison :
' nor, later, when the miuds

of men tliroughout tlie civili/ed world
were stirred l)y the news of his glori

ous ooucjuests at .Ihiiuhir and ('ojiri,-

lauji'.ii, and of liis crowning victory of
Tra/ahjar, where, by the .sacrifice of
his valuable life, he put an end, for
ever, to tiie menace of a>i invasion of
the British Ifsles by the di-sciplined

horilesof Xapoleon T.,can we discover,
in the numerous and voluminous ac-

counts of his early career, wliich were
then published, a single allusion to the
fact of his having once, perhaps often-
er, visited oui' Canadian old city.

The omission is all the more rc-

markablebecaust; the coming andgoiu"
of many military and naval otlicers, who
have long since been forgotten, were
duly chronicled, during the interval lie

tweenthe bi'(,'akingoutof the American
revolutionary wai' and the arrival of
Prince William Henry, in 1787. We
have all the particulars of that Prince's
arrival and sojourn in the colony

—

himself a naval otKcer who served un-


