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this could never have been consummated by a 
Roman Senate until the times of Caligula and 
Nero."

Mr. Calhoun was right in his taunt about the 
universal giving way when the resolution was 
first introduced—the solitude in which the 
mover was then left—and In which solitude he 
would have been left to the end, had it not been 
for his courage in reinstating the word expunge, 
and appealing to the people.

Mr. Clay commenced with showing that he 
had never believed in the reality of the proceed­
ing until now ; that he had considered the reso­
lution as a thing to be taken up for a speech, 
and laid down when the speech was delivered ; 
and that the last laying down, at the previous 
session, was the end of the matter. He said :

“ Considering that he was the mover of the 
resolution of March, 1834, and the consequent 
relation in which he stood to the majority of 
the Senate by whose vote it was adopted, he 
had fclt it to be his duty to say something 
on this expunging resolution; and he had 
always intended to do so when he should be 
persuaded that there existed a settled purpose 
of pressing it to a final decision. But it had 
been so taken up and put down at the last 
sion—taken up one nay, when a speech was 
prepared for delivery, and put down when it was 
pronounced—that he ban really doubted whe­
ther there existed any serious intention of ever 
nutting it to the vote. At the very close of the 
List session, it will be recollected that the reso­
lution came up, and in several quarters of the 
Senate a disposition was manifested to come to 
a definitive decision. On that occasion he had 
offered to waive his right to address the Senate, 
and silently to vote upon the resolution ; but it 
waa again laid upon the table ; and laid there for 
ever, as the country supposed, and as he be­
lieved. It is, however, now revived ; and, sun­
dry changes having taken place in the members 
of this body, it would seem that the present 
design is to bring the resolution to an absolute 
conclusion.”

Then, after an argument against the expurga­
tion, which, of necessity, was obliged to be 
recapitulation of the argument in favor,of the 
original condemnation of the President, he went 
on to give vent to his feelings in expressions not 
less bitter and denunciatory of the President 
and his friends than those used by Mr. Calhoun,

\ “ But if the mattir of expunction be contrary
to the truth of the caao, reproachful for its base 
subserviency, derogatory from the just and ne­

cessary powers of the Senate, and repugnant to 
the constitution of the United States, the man­
ner in which it is proposed to accomplish this 
dark deed is also highly exceptionable. The 
expunging resolution, which is to blot out or 
enshroud the four or five lines in which the 
resolution of 1834 stands recorded, or rather 
the recitals by which it is preceded, are spun 
out into a thread of enormous length. It rune, 
whereas, and whereas, and whereas, and where­
as, and whereas, Ac., into a formidable array of 
nine several whereases. One who should have 
the courage to begin to read them, unaware of 
what was to be their termination, would think 
that at the end of such a tremendous display he 
must find the very devil."

And then coming to the condusipi^ he con­
centrated hie wrath and grief in an apoctro- 
phixing peroration, which lacked nothing but 
verisimilitude to have been grand and affecting. 
Thus:

“ But why should I detain the Senate, or 
needlessly waste my breath In fruitless exer­
tions. Tns decree has gone forth. It is one of 
urgency, too. The deed is to be done—that foul 
deed which, like the blood-stained hands of the 
guilty Macbeth, all ocean’s water* will never 
wash out. Proceed, then, with the noble work 
which lies before you. and, like other skilful 
executioners, do it quietly. And when you have 
perpetrated it, go home to the people, and tell 
them what glorious honors you have achieved 
for our common country. Tell them that you 
have extinguished one of the brightest ami 
purest lights tliat ever burnt at the altar of 
civil liberty. Tell them that you have silenced 
one of the noblest batteries that ever thundered 
in defence Of the constitution, and bravely spiked 
the cannon# Tell them that, henceforward, no 
matter what daring or outrageous act any Presi­
dent may perform, you have for ever hermeti­
cally sealed the mouth of the Senate. Tell 
them tliat he may fearlessly assume what pow­
ers he pleases, snatch from its lawful custody 
the public purse, command a military detach­
ment to enter the halls of the capitol, overawe 
Congress, trample down the constitution, and 
raxe every bulwark of freedom ; but that the 
Scn4f must stand mute, in silent submission, 
and not dare to raise its opposing voice. That 
it muet wait until a House of Representatives, 
humbled and subdued like itself; and a majority 
of it composed of the partisans of the President, 
shall prefer articles ot impeachment Tell them, 
finally, that you have restored the glorious doc­
trines of passive obedience and non-resistance. 
And, if the people do not pour out their indig­
nation and imprecations, I have vet to learn this 
character of American freemen."

Mr. Webster spoke lut, and after a pause in 
the debate which seemed to indicate its coed»-


