
unanimous report of th« Dominion land surveyors, ixjid the freely expressed

opinion of jn'ivjtte individuals who know the country well, unite in showing
that the present ro.ite is impracticable, and that, so long as it is udiu'red to,

eyiisftaut or even frccp^ent telegraphic communication with the North- West
will be unattainable.

THE EXOKMOL'S COST.

Unfortunately the cost of the line has been enormous. For coristruction

of the section from Winni|»ej:f to IVIly, 294 miles. Messrs Siiton, (ilass A (^o.,

received $492 j)er mile for the foi-est j)ortion and $181) per mile for the prairie

poi'tiou. For the Livingstone to Edmonton section, Mr. Fuller received

$LM.'i. 18 \K'V mile. V jv maintenance, Messrs. Siftou, Ulass it Co., receive .$1(>

))er -Tnle \k'v annun«, Mr. Fuller getting a lump snui of $1."3,0UU per year.

In defence of the high rates paid for construction it may be urged that the

lowest available tenders were acc(!|)led, but this position is not tenalde, for it

is not. doing t;ie late Government an injustice to say that they should not have
awarded the contracts at such figures, in face of the fact that, making due
allowance for the e.\tra exjtense involved in carting iu wire, provisions itc
for men, even then the cost was far in excess ot what has been paid by
companies in Canada and the United States for their lines. For the price

paid, a first-class line in every respect should have been built, but it is of the

cheapest and most useless description, the poles, along the greater portion of

the route, Iteiug miserable attenuated ]>oplar. First-cluss wood should have

been used and ti:'> contractors cotiipelled to transport it for sonu^ distance

when it was not to oe had near at hand. The amount paid for maintenanco
is generally considered to be excessive, even were the line in constant opera-

tion. The Eiigineei-m-Chief infornis me that the contractors are only paid

for the time the line is iu working order, but as the Department does not

appear to have any definite information on this point, nor can it well be ex-

|>ected to when the dilficulty of ol)taining it i.s considered, the probability is

that very little is dedaoced from the aggregate subsidy to cover the time when
communication is interrupted.

A USELESS LINK.

In 1875, vi'hile defending his action v reference to the construction of

the line, Mr. Mackenzie said :

—

'• Hi) felt from the fu'st that it was absolutely indisponsible to have teloj^rapliic com-
tnunication with the various points on Ihe line, in order to proseente a successful

Hiirvey. and in order to eondiKc to the settleUK'nt of the North-West Territories, as well

AH to lay out the line upon whiek the road should ultimately be built."

" Indispensable" or not, the fact is that this communication has not been

had, except at rare intervals, as will be seen by tl;o subjoined examples.

iJpeaking from personal observation in Winnipeg, from early iu May until


