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understand we have been trying te do al
along, is ta represent ta the world that both
parties in thie country are a- unit 'with
regard ta the prosecution of this war lu
which the Empire is invo.ived, and that we
are also &trongIy behind the Briitish Gov-
ernment in our audeavours ta help themn
in the struggle in Europe. Thie very facit of
putting throug'h legielation of this kind
-would have the effect of showing to the
world that there was a conflict of opinion
'between the people of this country and the
British Government. The paper this morn-
iug onnounoed that the British Goverument
are considering t'he question of taking more
closely juto their counisels the different
dominions later oni when the time cornes
ta discuss the ternis of peace. The British
Governmeut have shawn Iby audh action
that they are prepared ta work in dloser
connection with the different dominions of
the Empire, -and that Vhey desire ta 'bring
about a closer conuection. more harmony
bet-ween the separate dominions of the Brit-
ish Empire-in absolute contradistinction
te this legisiation, whieh, as I tried ta
point out, rnay -bring about a confliot be-
tween the military authorities in England
aud the civil authorities ini thia country.
This Bill has -been ibroug'ht up ta us just
previeus ta the announicement of proroga-
tion. It deals with a large question thsit
,would 'bear a great deal of discussion. In
order ta give it proper and uecessary con-
aideration, it should be discussed for a con-
&idera'ble leugth cf time. Il we are ta have
'prorogation as has beau announced, it
will be impossible ta discuss this Bill
as it should be discussed in this
order le make it, if possible, a workable
measure. I do flot propose therefore ta do
more than possibl.y, et the uext stage of
-the Bill, propose some amendmnents ta deal
with the motter along the lies on which I
have discussed it.

Hon. Mr. POWER-I do not propose any
more than the lion. leader of the Opposition,
te speak et any length, but I do flot feed
that I would be justified in allowing this
Bîi. to pass its second readimg without
uttering a, protest. The hon. gentleman
f romn Grandvilble (Hon. Mr. Choquette> last
evenin-g put the case against this measure
in a very forcilale and effective way, and 1
cordiaily endorse what lie then said. Td
one or two points, I think it desirable ta
cali attention. One is that, in addition ta
the various classes of railway employees
and others, and men serving in English
regaiments who are not te get any benefit
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from this Bihl, we have a numb»er ai Cana-
dians who have heen on active service in
the Navy ever since the war began; and it
does seem te me thýat a seuse af justice
would have provided that those men should
have a right ta vote, es wel1 as the men
who happen ta be iu the land forces. The
other point is this: I have no objection ta
any man who has volunteered te risk his
lite in the service af the Empire and of
Canada having a vote, that is, provided hie
will be iu ù position ta exerclise is right of
voting independently snd intel'ligeutly.

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON-Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. POWER-I arn satisfied that,
under preseut conditions, the meu who are
in the tronches Lu northern France and in
Beilgium--and possib¶Iy whon the election
comaes off will be in Germnry-are net in a
position te vote indepeudently and intelli-
gently. That is my strengest objection ta
this measuTe.

Several hion. GENTLEMEN-Hear, hear.

Hion. Mr. POWER-Hou. gentlemen know
that iu the case ai an afficer like the late
lamented CJod. Farquhar, thre elightest inti-
mation on his port that he wished his mon
te vote for one party or the other would
.carry nearly the whole vote of his regiment.
That ie a moat unsatiefactory condition of
things.

Hon. Mr. POPE-They are nearly al
Taries anyway and it would flot do any
harm.

Hon. Mr. CLORAN-Mare Grits than
Tories.

Hon. Mr. POWER-I do nût know -what
Col. Farquhar's politicai views were but
I say that bis soldiers are serving in the
field undar officers who are much respected
and beloved, as mast ai the officers at the
front now are. The expression on the part
af an officer ai sympathy with one party
or the other would carry the great bulk af
the votes ai bis men. That is a most
unsatisfactory condition ai things. Here
we have mon living in this country watch-
ing the Parliamentary proceedings and
ithings that are happening day by *day,
these men having praperty here, and they
vote in virtue ai being citizens a! Canada
and property owuers; and yau can take
a constituency where there is perhaps a
majorîty ai five hundred one way or the
other, the vote of thaît majarity may be
nullified by the vote of a single battalion
serving in the trenchès, and the vote of


