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for sale. Why should we touch the Indiail

reserve? It is a foolisb niove; an improper
thing to do. If therp was'a scarcity o f land;«
if it w-as found that the Indians bave too

large a reserve, a portion might be sold

witb discretion, býut -%e know tbat tbere is

some one else at the bottom of this whole

thmng. Some one bas taken a fancy to tbe
land and bas worked upon tbe minister or

the deputy, and that is the wbole scbeme.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-Ob, no.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)-There is

nothing in it for the Indian. It is for the
benefit of some person wbo wisbes te g-et

bold of the Indian reserve. Furtbermore,
tbere is no power given in this Bill to seli

that land. Under tbis measure tbe govern-
ment cannot give a title to it. The clause
sâys:-

70. The Governor lu Council may. subject to
the provisions of this Act, direct how, and ln
what manner, and by wboni, the mioneys arns-
Ing f rom the disposai of Indian lands, or of
%'éroperty held or to be held ln trust for In-
Uianz.

It does not give power to seli tbe lands.
It says tbe proceeds from tbe sale shall be
dlsposed of.

Hon. M~fr. WÂTSON-They bave power
now, if the Indian will relinqulsh the claini,
but the land Is. disposed of by public tender,
and tbey wlll still be disposed of lu that
wa y. But It Is to induce tbe Indian to

agree to part wltb bis reserve by givlng
hlm a larger amount of the money.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD <B.C.)-They wll
do anytblng for money, and tbe money wIll

be gone lu one month. If you give an In-

dian three or four hundred dollars to-day,

to-morrow he won't have a farthlng. He

spenda It on guns, clothing and many ar-

ticles wblch are of very Uittle use to hlm.

1 do flot like this Bill at ail. I am sure

that it is flot at ail for the benefit of the

Indians, but in the Interests of some white

man wbo bas taken a fancy to part of the

reserve.

non. Mr. SCOTT-The mîinîster lu the

other House said it was flot proposed to

Interfere wlth the reserve. It was the Iso-

lated lands that belonged to tbe Indians, as
a ruie that are not occupied at ail, and

bave no connection with the lands occupied

by tbe band. Assuming the indians would
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be entitled to 160 acres eachi, in Manitoba
alone there are 106,073 acres over and obove
tbe assumed area that eaeb Indian woild
be entitled to recelve.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)-Does the
hon. gentleman say it Is flot part of the re-
serve ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-No, It Is not.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-It Is land flot occu-
pied but is a part of the reserve. That la

particularly the case lu the older provinces

wbere the lands are flot occupled.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (B.C.)-We know
that the Indlans occupy very smali parts of
tûie reserve. There are beautiful reserves
ln Britisb Columbia, and out of 600 tbey
cultivate about ten acres. Tbey have a

potato patch and a few cattie and bornes.
They do flot occupy the wbole of the re-

serves, but it would flot be f air to seil tbemn

because tbey are flot occupied.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL--The
only portion of the Act that may be detri-

mental to the Indians Is the handing over

to the tribe of the lfifty per cent of the re-

ceipts of the sale of land and tbe ten per

cent for the timber. If that money w-ere

invested by the goverument ln other lands

wbere the Indians or the Increase in their

population could go, then the dilfficulty

could be met. In the past the receipts of

the moneys derived from sales of tbese
lands have always been funded for tbe,

benefit of the Indians ; now tbey propose

to take fifty per cent of the money derived
from the sale of the land and give it to

them as an inducement to surrender tbe

reserve. I was golng to cail the attention
of the senator from Halifax to an illustra-
tion of the administrationl of trust lands by
the late goverument. A great number of

acres of the Mohawk reserve in the town-
slp of Tyendinaga, were Included. iu the

town of Deseronto, wblch was a very tbriv-
ing town increasing lu population. This re-
serve land was occupled by buts and ail

sorts of shelters of tlint kind. After a great
deal of persuasion, the Indian tribe met iu
council and consented to tbe sale of n por-
tion of the reserve whicb was witbin the
corporation limits, but they made this con-
dition, that the receipts from the sale of rail

these town lots should be invested ln land


