October 6, 1995

COMMONS DEBATES

15355

That presumption the member just made will sink the Liberal
ship. It truly will because they are basing the dissatisfaction
of people on something they feel is western alienation and that
is wrong.

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Parliamentary Secretary to
Minister of Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I attentively listened to the hon. member’s speech. I
was somewhat puzzled by some of the conclusions he drew from
the bill we are debating.

I should like to ask a question of the hon. member. Does he
believe aboriginal Canadians, women and visible minorities
choose to work in low paying jobs, choose alienation from the
Canadian economic system and choose their lifestyle?

We have lived for decades without employment equity and
thanks to employment equity we are now seeing progress. We
are seeing, for example, that women’s salaries have gone up.
Not enough. They are still not equal to men’s salaries. The
gender gap still exists.

Since the hon. member seems to have all the answers, I will g0
back to the original question. Does he think that women choose
to be ghettoized in certain sectors? Do visible minorities choose
low incomes because they like low income jobs? Or, is it
because there are systemic barriers in society that do not allow
these individuals to achieve their full potential?

Mr. Randy White (Fraser Valley West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
no one in this country or any other country chooses to make less
money than anyone else. Males do not choose that. Females do
not choose that.

Everybody in this country has an equal opportunity. It is not
necessary to legislate it. It is not necessary to imprison people or
to fine people that do not abide by the rules.

It is a lot like any other distribution within society. I stand
beside the member from Coquitlam who is female. I do not think
she makes less than I do. I do not think she has any particular
advantage over me or I have any particular advantage over her.
She got where she is today the same way I did; she worked hard
for it.

The presumption being made is that any inequity in the
country can be legislated. They cannot legislate morality, al-
though I am sure they will try hard enough. They cannot
engineer a society. Have they not stopped to think about what
has happened in Ontario and why? Is it just because the Ontario
government is Conservative and they are not? Is that the reason
they put it away?

Ms. Catterall: Yes, exactly.

Mr. Stinson: How many female leaders have they ever had
and in how many years?
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Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): It is interesting to note the
number of female leaders the Prime Minister’s Liberals have
had.

Mr. Stinson: Yes, and after how many years?
® (1300)

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): Mr. Speaker, I think this is
a government of double standards. A few minutes ago I de-
scribed what happened with the minister of public works in
Atlantic Canada. Talk about double standards. Hiring friends.
Does this guy look at employment equity? Only if you know a
Liberal and donate to the party. That is employment equity to
those people over there.

An hon. member: Most people call it patronage.

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): This is a party of double
standards. Fortunately for Canada we only get their double
standards once every few elections and then we throw them out.

Mr. Don Boudria (Glengarry—Prescott—Russell, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the member. He accuses
others of having double standards. Yet he is against equity, the
purpose of which is to ensure as much as possible that the double
standards that exist are rectified.

The member is beginning to understand a little. In another 120
years, to use an expression he used, his party should have it
down pat.

The member said in previous remarks as well that he and his
colleagues have travelled around the country and know very
well what is going on. Is he aware of an article in today’s
Cornwall Standard Freeholder in which the Grand Chief of the
Akwasasne community in my riding talked about the extensive
travel of the member across the way: “Three Reform Party MPs
who toured Akwasasne Wednesday to check out smugglers alley
should be arrested for trespassing, says the furious Grand Chief
Russell Roundpoint”. He identifies the members for Calgary
Northeast, Wild Rose and Fraser Valley West.

I wonder if the member is familiar with that and what some
people think of his travel plans. Does he not think that when he
does those kinds of activities he just bragged about that the least
he could do is have the courtesy of informing the local elected
officials, and I am thinking here of the Grand Chief of Akwa-
sasne?

There is a perception of insulting the community by the
failure of members to do so, and showing disrespect for the
minority and also to stereotyping them as all being part of an
illegal activity. If he does not want to give that perception, will
he at least tell us now that the failure on his part and that of his
colleagues to show that kind of respect was wrong and will he
apologize to my constituents who live in Akwasasne?

Mr. White (Fraser Valley West): Mr. Speaker, if this mem-
ber were doing his job we would not have to travel to his riding.



