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COMMONS DEBATES

August 15, 1988
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Introduction of Bills

MAGNA CARTA DAY ACT
MEASURE TO ENACT

Mr. Nelson A. Riis (Kamloops—Shuswap) moved for leave
to introduce Bill C-315, an Act respecting Magna Carta Day.

Mr. Speaker: Shall the Hon. Member have leave to

introduce the Bill?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Some Hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will please

say yea.

Some Hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.

Some Hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.

And more than five Members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the Members.

The House divided on the motion, which was agreed to on
the following division:
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The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): I declare the motion
carried.

Mr. Riis: Mr. Speaker, in anticipation that later today the
Government will likely indicate its intention to invoke closure
and muzzle Parliament, I thought this would be an appropriate
Bill to introduce.

The purpose of the Bill is to afford Canadians, as beneficiar-
ies of the gradual development of representative parliamentary
democracy, the opportunity to commemorate, with the
appropriate ceremonies in schools and other public places, the
signing of the Magna Carta on June 15, 1215, an act which
marked the beginning of the decline of arbitrary power and the
emergence in Britain of responsible government from which
the entire democratic world has benefited.

Mr. Riis moved that the Bill be read the first time and
printed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): Is it the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Some Hon. Members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some Hon. Members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some Hon. Members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five Members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): Call in the Members.

The House divided on the motion which was agreed to on
the following division:
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