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was reached on this date in Fehruary and
that they cannot do anything about it. The
man is stili in the army, although ha was
actually on the farma an March 23 when the
Prime Minister announced the policy that
was to apply ta ail men then engaged in
agriculture.

Mr. RALSTON: One hesitates to deal
with facts that are a little complicated; but
it soundad to me as if the man, when ha was
called for the lst of April, sbould have
appeared before the board and asked for post-
ponement on the ground that ha was engaged
in agriculture on March 23. Hea should have
mnade bis dlaim than. The rule is that if hie
does, and shows that ha was wliolly or partly
engagad in agriculture at that time, the bar-
dan is on someone aise, I suppose the army
authorities or the Department of National
War Services, itself, to show that ha was stili,
aven tbough wbolly or mainly engaged in
agriculture, not essential thareto. 1 do flot
know why ha has nat made that application.
Perhaps ha has. If ha hias not made that
application and bas gone ino the service
ha may stili apply to the commanding officar,
who will refer the application to the board
through the district officer commanding. My
hon, friand rafers to a particalar case and I
shaîl ascertain ivhat bas been done. This is
ana of those casas that would appear to
bridge over the time of the zero date wben
men ware frozen in agricultural pursuits. If
the man is in the army and my hon, friand
will send me bis name I will endeavour to
sc wbat bias been done about tha mattar.
What the army bas donc is to agrea to accept
the recommandation of tha boards which bave
been constitutad under the National War Ser-
vices Act in connaction witb applications of
this kind, subjeat to military exigancias, as
ny hion, friand will understand.

Mr. DOUGLAS (Wayburn): I wish the
miinister would elaborate this matter. Thora
bias been a good deal of confusion witb refer-
ance to it. I do not know that bis dapartment
is as miuch raspoosible as the Department of
National W/ar Services, but my time during
the Easter recasa wvas almost entirely taken up
witb this problem. Nearly 1,000 men in
Saskatchawan ware due to begin training on
April 9, but were on farmis on March 23. 1
got in toucb with the Department of National
War Services, as many othars did, and we
were told that thesa men should report ba-
cause their calI came prior to March 23 and
that therafore they had ta report, but that
if they reported thay could make application
to ha allowed at laast ta go home for spring
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seeding. Most of the men got in touch with
me and I passed that advice an. I told them
that they must report and then make applica-
tion for leave to go home for spring seeding.

That, bowcver, bias raisad another problam.
and I wisb the mi-nister would make a clarify-
ing statement aither no-w or later in the ses-
sion. As soon as it was announced that soe
provision was to ha made ta give soldiers
b ave for spring seeding, scores of farmers
wrote asking me and, 1 bave no doubt, ether
bion. members as wall, what steps they should
fake to bave itheir boys given leave ta coma
home for spring seeding, and this cama par-
ticularly from mon up in years farming large
tracts of land. I did not feel personally that
I ouglit ta taka the tima of the minister or of
bis depuity, bath *of whom have a great many
other things ta do, hy referring individual
casas ta tbem. What I did was 'ta point eut
ýto 'thase men the procedure which their sans
must fallow. 1 tald them that they sbould
apply ta the commanding afficer and ýthat the
application would ha forwarded to the Dapart-
ment af National War Services and ha decidad
upon. In many casas -that worked sa)tis-
factorily. Some af thesa men hava been givan
Jeava ta go home and put in -the crop, but I
am nowv raceiving latters in whieh soldiers say
that wlien they ga te the commanding efficer
they ara ýtold that hae knows nothing ef such
a provision; that it must ha a rumaur, and
tharefore natbing is donc abaut it. In soma
cases the applicatien is accepted relactantly
and the men hear no more about the matter.
Such communications came in avery day. I
besitate ta take up the tima of the minister
with these individual cases, but the matter is
pressing so far as these people are cancerned.

The other day I had a latter from the
sacretary of a municipality giving a list of
elderly men in bis municipality wlio will not
be able to put in a crop this year if tbey can-
flot gat lielp, and tbay cannot get lialp in the
surrounding communitics. The boys bava not
been able ta get ]eave for seeding. This is
what happens. If a younig man happens ta
belon- ta a uinit wliere the comînanding
officer understands the situation and is
sympathetie, the boy gets leave, in soma cases,
for six weeks. The han. member for Témis-
couata (Mr. Pouliot) mentioncd a young man
who liad bean given six rnontlis bcave, but
there are few saab cases. On a neigbbouring
farrn. bowever, thora bappens ta' ha another
man wbose son alan made application and ha
bas neyer beard anything about the matter.
It is difficult ta explain ýta two farmers wby
ana gets six weeks, or six months as the case
may ha, and the other no leave. I imagine
the diffarence is in the commanding officers,


