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opinions about it, has not answered the ar- nection with the centenary celebration of the
guments which he himself used in its fav- Chamber of Commerce. He reviewed the history
ouir in Toronto when lie spoke of the value of free trade, elaborately eulogizing what he des-
It would be to Canada and to the Empire. cribed as its " advantages to England."
If nothing else will bring it about, the ne- Lord Rosebery contended that the condition
cessities of the Emire will promote it; and ofagriculture abroad, despite bounties and pro-
no mian, I take it,. il to-day deny that the tection, was little better, and in some cases was

worse than in England. He quoted Sir Wilfrid
necessities of British trade are very great. Laurier, Dominion Premier, as "a nost illus-
What is assisting to ohange the minds of trious authority, sustaining the view that it is
many nen in England on fiscal questions free trade which bas preserved and consolldated
is the extraordinary and unprecedented 1 the British Emppire." He fully agreed with Sir
competition which British trade is reeiv- Wilfrid Laurier. He declared that any deviation
ing at the hands of the very countries iroin absolute political. and commercial freedom
which the free traders long ago prophesied would only weaken the bonds holding the Em-

epire together. and that ' anything in the direc-
would be laid low or would be compara- tion of an I:peril Zollverein would weaken the
tively unimnportant rivals through the ad- Empire internally, and excite the permanent hos-
option of protectionist heresies. I wish to tility of the whole world. already seriously ex-
argue with the rglt lion. gentleiiimn. to cited by British prosperity under free trade."
win úm hack., if I ean. to the views lie He said he "-would tread softly ln the presence
expressed aInd the pledges he gave in June. of the idea of a Zollverein," for he believed it
1896. to bring him again into the ranks of already dead. It behooved them to walk strongly
those who advoeate what is an undoubteil and warily in the path of the Empire. but such a
boon to this country, and what e himself ollverein would f rm a permanent menace of

recognizes as such. Look at the cianges
that have taken place. Peel was an ont- L(ord 1Rsehry. I believe. on that oc-
and-out protectionist. and a day or two easion. gave my right hon. friend the palm
afterwards lie was the leader of the inove- for having contributed to the death of this
ment for the repeal of the Corn Laws. proieet of a îimrial Zoliverein.
wieh was lis gr"at refori. But I couie This brings me to another change of
from Peel at once to the riglht lon. leader base on the part of my right hon. friend
of this Government ; for how often lias he which. I hope, will convince hlm that be
changed his opinion on that very question? cause a man argues for or against a certain
It has been proved in this House that cause to-day is no reason for believing that
the hon. gentleman was In 1871 an the light will not corne to him at a later
avowed protectionist ; and when he ex- period. In 1893 the hon. member for Sim-
ecsed lhinself before ie Speakr fo entr- coe (r. McCarthy) forestalled the present
taining those views. on the ground of hlis Government in their so-called preferential
extreme youth. lic was rather emarrassed. trade policy. and it is interesting to look
as ie ill admit. by "Ilansard " heing pro- back for a moment at what the hon. Min-
duced and proof being given that in 1876 le ister of Trade aId Commeree then said
was also an avowed protectionist :and I concerninlg :h&poiliy which hc shortly
want to remind hii that in 1879 lie ued afterwards attempted to adopt. On that
this language. as reported in "IHansard": occasion the right hon. leader of the Gov-

île would not be averse to a moderate system ernment read this part of the resolution of
of protection to those industries which we had the hon. member for North Simcoe:
the ability to create, but which required, at the That the tariff ought to be amended also by aoutset, assistance against foreign competition. suîbstantial r?i'tion of the customs duties in
He knew these views were not held by those favour of the United Kingdom, in whose markets
who surrounded him. but they were hits views. all Canadian products are admitted free of duty,
When the hon. gentleman reached England and of these nations which, under treaty obliga-
ln 1897. he was a free trader, and he be- tions with Great Britain, would be entitled to the
came a mîenber of a club which denounces iame advantages.
not ouly protection. but also denounces re- I Now, my right bon. friend objected In
ciprocity and fiscal federation as masks toto tg that clause whlch I bave just read,
for protection. Then. again, how publicund yet which is the identical policy gov-
nen c:en change their opinions. Let hlm I rning the administration of the a!airs of
consiler that it is not altogether certain 1 thîs country durln the last year. He ob-
that those who oppose preferential trade injected to It on several grounds. He was
England will continue to do so. The hon. opposed to sentiment havlng, at any time,
gentleman. In 1891. advocated preferential awything to do with the centrol of our ascl
trade with the United States. In 1896 heolicy, and he sald thfmt if 'th proposition
approved preferential trade with Great Br- were to carry, sentiment would ln this
tain. He thus advocated two policies, the case carry consequences se wlde and se
ore the opposite of the other. And In 1897 large. they would smply prove a welgt te
Lord Rosebery gave us his opinion of the Canada. That was a dire prophecy regard-
right hon. gentleman's work in England. Ing the putting ln'force et a policy whlch
take the following telegraphie summary ofhen.u-ee TComme
his remarks :- (i ihr Jrwlh)nwdisa
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