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havegiven you a feW choice morsels from the ,hon gentle- has not yet been ascertained, to set aside the deliberate
mau' l speeh, descriptive of the tènperance men of the opinion of Pirliament as expressed in the Session of 1878
Ddmi6ion of Canada. J am ashamed of them. I have given by an amendment to the Act whiehf, by emasculating aIl
ydà f Few ehoice morsels descriptive of such mon as the that is exellent in it, practically destroys rt. Ie proposes
hon. efinister of Finance, leading bishops, archbiehops, to do this beforo we have had any opportunity of ascertai»-
cl'rgYfen, detors of divinity, judges, lawyers, and other ing whether the Act is inefficient or inoperative My
dotgbnished men-such men as Vice-Chancellor Blako of hon. friend will not be sustained in this course by
T ~ i,7udge Jenes of Brant, ProfessorWlison of Toronto, public opinion. Under what pressure is he acting? HRas
antPit~ipaI i Daw.son of Montreal-such names as he presented any:petitions to this Ilouse in support of the
Sir ,Wilfrk' Lawson of England-all insignifreant men coursebe has taken? Bufore the Scott Act was placed on
without eommon' ènse or common honesty-and i find the Statutes, I venture to say that nearly a majority of the
myseit, ere -to-night in that classification. Well, 'Sir, in people ol thiR Dominion, in one fori o, another, petitioned
spi4of these associations, in spile of the depressing effect for that legistation. The very fact that the Local Logis-
wlteh, you can wefl understand, falls upon me in defending lature of Ontario"itself, by a unanimous vote, petitioned f r
the Têmperance Act of1878, I propose, nevertheless,.to call prohibitory legisialion, taken in conjunction with the other
your dttention to some reasons why that Act should b. petitione, proved that it was a-ked by a majority oftho peoplr.
maintained in its entirety. My bon. friend, in proposing Wtatevidence bas the Rouse to lead them to believe that the
an' mendment to the Scott Act, is acting adversely to arguments my hon. friend advances in favor of the destruction
publid:opTnien. Every principle contained in the Temper- -I use the word advised1ly-of the Temperance Act of'1878,
ance Âet of 1878 was supported by a very large majority are backed up by the public opinion of this country? Allow me
in the 61d Parliament of Canada in 1864. That principle to say further, that my hon. friend is exceedingly anxious tht
was aecepted by the people of Canada, and was never this bill sbould pass, because he is afraid that in the prosent
reversed by fhenm. True, its application was enlarged, form a majority of the people would tyranntzeoover a minority.
botter iachinery was provided for rendering it effective, Constitutional government, a I understand it, is founded on
but the publie opinion of the people of Canada is that the principle oigovern mont by matjoritie. f however, the
the majority in our *municipalities shall have the objections of my bon. friend are well founde, instead of
right for themselves to say whether or not they wish the proposing to have the Temperance Act of 187, carried by a
sale of intoxicating liquors to be sanctioned among them. majority of narnes in the voters lisits, ho should propose a
Nor was the Temperance Aet of 1878 forced upon this repeal of th6 Act. If this Act is wrong, if it is an Act of
Parliament hurriedly. Tihe matter was well considered. spoliation, if it outraged public opinion, if it destroys the
The agitation which culminated in that Act began by liberty of the people, ho should propose either compensa-
the appeintment of a Committee during the Session of tion for those whose property is de troyed, or the repeal of'
1873. Petitions were presented froim time to time in favor the ActIf the manner in which the Act is brougit into
of that Act. In 1874, 1 find, by the report of theCommittee force inflicts a wrong on any municipality, would bis Bill
of.that year, 132,465 individual signatures were appended to make that vrong right, becanse under it, the wrong would
the petitions laid on the Table of this >Houe. Besides these, be inflicted by a majority of the names on the voters' lists ?
petitions werepresented from municipal bodies representing This is his position. His argument -is inconsequential. If
a popdlation of 478,756, as well as from the presbytery of he argued according to the logic of his own fuets, he would
Manitoba, from the members of the New Brunswick have to waive the position ho advocates and say to the House:
Legislature,- from the Synod of 'the Canadian Presby- "The Temperance Actof 1878 is wrong in principle; it does
terian Church, from the Young Men's Christian Asso. injustice to vested rights; it is, as are all umptuary laws,
ciátion of the city of Fredericton, from the Baptist an injdstiee, and will end in failure. 1, therefore, propoee
Conference of New Brunswick, from the professors and its repeal." But instead of taking this logical position, he
students of Knox College, Toronto, from the Brockville says that the Temperance Act pased by a majoity wouîld
and Ottawa Railway Company, from the General be wrong ; but if passed by a marrity of names
Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian Church, from on the voters' lists, the wrong becomes right, and ail the
the Niagara Annual Conference of the Methodist evil consequences that flow from a sumptuary law, its spolia-
Episcopal Church, and from the Ontario Legislative tion and interference and vested rights, would be right, and
Asseibly, over the signature of its Speaker. These were the Temperance Act of 1878 become a blessing instead of a
presented in 1874. They were renewed in 1875, showing curse. i commend his amendment to his reconsideration,
that the public sentiment was ripening. I find in a report and trust, if he proposes to attack the Act, he will attack it
presented to the Senate, thait petitions were recoived by the on its meits and not by a side wind. His Bill invdlves a
Sonate bearing 349,294,signatures. Of these 302,012 were further injustice. It does not propose the Act shall- be
froth Ontario, 140,308 from Quebec, 16,335 from New carried by a majority of ail the voters entitlel to vote, but it
Brunswick, 13,622 from Nova Scotia, 3,174 fro.n Prince says: 1!If the majority of ail the voters whose namies
Edward Island, 34 from British Columbia, and a petition are entered on the voters' ist used at such a polling
was received from the Presbyterian Church, of the Province place are for the petition, the same shall be held to
of >fanitoba-so that every Province, in some form or other, have been adopted, but not otherwise." H e is intro-
called the attention of the Legislature to the necessity of du ing a new principle. and he justifies the introduction
some ection being taken in regard to this question. Now, I of tliat principle by the sixteenth mecti on of 2i ofthe 4:--43
hold thât legislation secured after such a strong request, and Victoria, Province of Ontario. That section says: "To
after the careful attention of the Senate and House of Com- render valid a by-law of any municipality for granting
m6m was given to theAct, is of such an important eharacter bonases in aid of a railway, or for pronoting any
thatthe Rouse should hesitate before it unceremonion-siy manufactures, the assent shal be nOcessary o the majority
destroyedthe deliberate opinions of Parliament so expressed. of al the ratepayers, who rre ont itled to rote on the by-
Athough bthe Temperance At of 1878 is dated three years law." There is some fairness in that, and it aisfrom thatltbe
baek, we can only be said to have had it for one year. It hon. gentleman sys hho bas copied his BiTi. If my hon.
wa ony1 recognized to be within the linits of ouroonstitu- friend had proposed that the Temperance Act o;f 1878
tiom during the winter of last year by the Supreme Court; should not prevail unloés susfined by a majority of those
yet1my hon. filend fremi East York proposes now, salthough who were entitled to vote, wc would have had soiething to
we bave only had the Act enforced hardly for Ou year, govor n uail; but le proposes the-Tenperance Act of 1e78
althongh any evilrthat it night infict upon the coinmunyity-ahailnet-preW i àdle à î stined by a majerity of ail the


