
funding from international organizations. A Canadian observer in Crimnea recently note,
,"If we had a few riots or a rebellion, then aid would corne quicly to Crimoe& But tbere's
none to help preven a crisis." As a resuit there is a general mood of dislllusionment
amnong the Criioean Tatars. They feel abandoned, by'the international conmunity, and this
lias increascd the region's volatllity. The aid which lias been providIed to date bas flot had
a substantial impact on the logistical and material difficulties associated with Tatar
repatriation, and litte bas been donc to increase the level of trust aong the peninsula's
etbnic groups, especially Tatars and Russians.

Preparations

The main Canadian institution involved in organizing the seminars in Ukraine was
Forum Eastern Europe (FEE), an independent, international research group based in
Ottawa. FEE conducts research on nationalismn, etbnopolitics, ethnie conflict,
human/minority riglits, migration and refugee issues, and democratic developinent i
Centra4Eastern Europe. Ini addition to conducting research, FEE seeks to promote inter-
cultural understanding and respect for pluralism and huznan/minority rights in tbis region.
In particular, FEE seeks to popularize the experience of Canada and other multi-etbnic
liberat demnocracies in dealing with ethnocultural diversity and conflict managernent

Since 1994 FEE, in conjunction with a variety of Canadian and Central/Basteru
European institutions, lias organized and conducted a number of international seminars,
workshops and training prograrns in Centrai/Eastern Europe. Given the success of these
activities (in particular a seminar on '%4anaging Diversity in Plural Societies" held in
Latvia in September 1996), FEE was approached by government officiais and NGO
representatives in Ukraine to organize a seminar series in this country. FEE's Executive
Committee then utilized its contacts in Ukraine to deterine the feasibility of such a
project, and to help it prepare a project proposai.


