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both local government structures and emerging civil society organisations. Sectoral
collaboration is equally critical: health and other social services are vital in supporting people
and rebuilding local capacity during this period of transition. Above ail, promoting the
development of a more equitable health and social system may provide an important
opportunity for bringing together different groups within affected populations, and lead to
early opportunities to stimulate debate, exchange of ideas, and the rekindling of trust.

RebuiIding an integrated health system

The challenges of (re)building an mntegrated health system are broadly experienced by many
countries, whether conflîct-affected or not. However, the challenges facing countries emerging
from conflict are multiplied substantially by their recent contlict experience. Ini most situations
of 'post'-conflict, the system, inherited is severely fragmented, with vertical control
programmes frequently delivered by parallel services established by external relief agencies
(WHO, 1998: 10). Unsustainable operational standards and facilities are commonly put in
place. Institutional, technical, and management capacity is frequently poor in post-conflict
countries with limited or no health information available for adequate needs assessment or
service planning. Humanitarjan agencies often fail to adequately support indigenous capacity
during either the emergency or rehabilitation periods thus increasing the risk oflfittle being left
behind when they withdraw.


