
Martha Schweitz drew attention to accountability in the NGO sector. She said that in

response to criticism, some NGOs need to demonstrate their legitimacy more clearly. Many

existing codes fali short of this requiremnent since their purpose is limited to outlining an

organisation's activities and practices (i.e., mission statements, management practices, and

financing). However, it may prove difficuit for NGOs to defmne the basis of their legitimacy.

While quantitative criteria, such as the level of representativeness, are a factor, legitimacy of the

NGO community ofien derives from a moral (qualitative) basis. Advocacy NOOs, for instance,

carry widely accepted moral messages but are not particularly representative. Legitimacy does

not neesrly stem from representation. In this sense, self.regulation may be seen as "taking the

moral high-ground."
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