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Contemporary C ngdlan Palntlng

) (McClelland and Stewart lelted 1972) C

“Art,” says )ohn Mcredxth, “should alwaysbe a mystcry Tisn't j)omblc to totally
explam aay work of art anyway, since it is this mysterious quahty which makes .

art so beautiful.” It is suitable comment from an artist who uses uncomphcated

- techniques to create works of great originality and mystery. .

' Mcrodxth § paintings are as accessible to the uninitiated vicwu- as they age to

* the most knowledgeable historian because his art is ‘the least derivative of thst
' mcludad in this book and becamsc Meredith himself has no program of explana-
tion for it. His work is among those thmp that sxmplycmtand are to be -
. experienced. A’ good example is Unritded Dxptych Glf. p. 151), the focus of
~ which is a mandala-like form, which looks like the seal of some mystical gocicty,
_ surrounded by cabalistic markings. Meredith himself; however, professes little
knowledge of the mandala, althoughnhasbccomcapopularugnmﬂu ‘
- 'coumcr-cultutc, wnhmOncnuland pbll'
. apphc:mon as symbolic of the effart to rcumfy the self. But Mcredxth hai come

ical connotations and its I\mgnn

to it less mtcllcctually, more mstmmvcly, and ahows lmlc mtcrcst in mvemng

his work with meamngs borrowed from othcr sphem of human thought or
activity. T}ns attitude. is' as true of hns othcr WOrks, Mcrcdx:h pamtu ﬁ-om hxs o
o vuccra,notfromhuhcad : o
o Thn may bclp éxplain why hc has rcmamcd smgularly unmﬂucnced by thc g

 work of othcr Canadian artists, an astoms!nng fact when one: consldcrs that be’

s tbe younger brother of William. Ronald (pages. 105-12), a man who was a
" mover and naker in Painters Elcvcn and in thc amsnc molunon whn:h shook‘ '
“Tocontoin the late fifties, ~ |
John Meredith was: bogn in 1933 in the town of Fcrgus, Onmo, and was
' mterded in:drawing’ andpamnngby&eumchcwasmgxademrcc ‘Heloft -
_ schoohsa youngmandmnt toworkmmmmftfum,inl% with the L
~blcmng of - sympathctlc parents,. he enrolled in the Ontario Oollege of Artin. -

" ‘Toranto, where he studied until. 1953, His neachcrs mdudcd Csrl Schaeﬁer Enc SR

L 'Fmiddand,mastunpm-tam. Jock Mncdoalld (pagts l7-24),whocnf_ iraged <

--hmeogohuownwaymmlly Althsony

drawing the human ﬁgurc(themofthem curricufum at that time) and

_hehasanildgmundmgm“

’ ‘ {,\,i-( i.



