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The ('hie f of Defence Staff, Gcneral
-I.il. !)extraze (right>, wat chus the
second group of Canadian nmditarv
cease [ire observers leave l'or X jet-
n ain on Febr uar v 10. Alter a d cla v
while the, plane was searched beeausc
of a 1cie phone report f l a bonîh c as,

Jean-Pierre flivest, Montreal Gazette

on b(,a.rd (ichich proced to be fais e),
eig/ît nembel)rs of thc I)epartno'nt of
f,'xternial .ffairs and I3 o. umcs<f
t he rmned Force's joined the first con-
t ingcnt t/ici art iced on Januar i 29) in

witnanm, O liere there (ire floi a total
of 2<ý1 Canadian ob scrucrs.

Federal Governmient signs legal aid pacts with provinces

Mr. Otto Lang, Minister ot'Justice
and Att orney Genvral of Canada, and
%1r. Leonard Pnce, Attorne 'v Guenural
cf Nova Scotia, rucently coniclidud a
fuderal-proî incial ag'reument respect ing
legal nid in inatters related to th(,
criminal law.

1Under the agreement, w hîc1h is the
saine as tbcse that biave ntso buen
signed îxith Quebec, British Columbia
and Newx Brunswxick, tbu Fuderal Go-
vernment will pav to Nova Scotia
annually up to 50 Cents per capito
to assi'st flic province iii provid ing
lugal aid to eligiblu persons iii u cd
cf a laxi>er's servies when, the are
cbarged \vith an offence, or s bctho
certain proceedings, under tudurni

lW B.Iasud coi the population figures
of Junie 1, 1972. Ibis wxill const itute a
maximum paymeiît to Nova Scotin cf
abocut $400,600 during the tirst year cf
flhe agreement.

'Flic federal-provinccml agreemenît
unsures that legal aid wxili bu made

nvi ilabde to any el igible I)crson
cbargc(d w itb a sericus offencu
(punishable by wxa> cf indictinent)
against an Act cf' Parliament, or
subject to proceedings under tbe
Extradition Act or thec Fugitive Offen-
(lurs Act. In the casu cf' lesser offen-
ces against a Iu(lural Act or Rugula-
tion (punishiable bv sumnmarY coniei-
tion) and proceedings undur thic
Juii nile l)ulinquunts Act the agree-
mont ruquires that legal aid bu madu
ni ailable to an> u ligil)le purson wxhure
tbe' at'ency administering tlie provin-
cial legal aid prograin believus that
tbe acctjsud person mn>Y sutter serioUs
litrd1,bîip il'convicted. It aIso providus
l'or lugal aid to bu made availalîle
where appuals are takun te highui
courts in tlîe aboe cases, anîd the
provincial agency is required to taku
ruasonablu ineasures to enablu an
accused to obtain a lawvur xx ithout

dlvas soon as bu bas been arrustud
or detained.

Eligibility subjcct to 'needs" test
The financial eligibility of a person
to qualify as a recipient of legal aid
is to b)e determined by the provincial
agenc 'y, applying a flexible "needs"
test, which takes into account the
ability of flic applicant to retain his

n wyer without going into sub-
staiîtial debt or being forced to seil
nîodest necessary assets. The agency
inay thus atîthorize the payment on
beliaif of flie applicant of ail the' csts
of the legal services provided, or it
may pay a portion of the costs,
reuquiring the npplicant to pay the
bialance, wliere hie is able. The agency
may flot refuse a person legal aid onLy
because bue is not ordinarily resident
in that province.

Choice of counsel
In cases of the most serious offences
whlert' the possible penalty for the
accused is litè imprisoninent or capital
punishinent, an applicant for legal aid
mnust be permitted to choose bis, nwn
laxxyer if he so desires. In ail other
cas es, the agreeinent unables the
province te deterrînine the inethnd b «v
xxhich legal aid is to be provided f'or
persons charged under federal laws.
"This is a very important provision
in the agreement," said Mir. Lang,
'for it recegnizes the right of the

province to choose the systein of
delivering legal services it deems
most appropriate, while at the saine
time, recognizing that in th(, most
serions criminal cases, the accused
should hav e the opportunity to retain
the cotînsel of his chioice.'*

The agreement, xxbich provides that
tlie fudural Attorney General may naine
a member of thc provincial agency to
kcep hum informcd of current dcvelop-
ments in the provincial legal aid pro-
gramn, is to be reviexxed as to its
financial provisions at the end cf' three
years and either i)arty may terinate
il aller one vear's notice in xriting.

Cost of living highest ever

The consumer price indcx for Canada
(1961 100) advanced 0.8 per cent, to
144.5 in January froin 143.3 in Dec-
emiber thfli largest increase during
these, twxo monthb- since before 1 961 -

contrasting xxith an average increase
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