7. The United States, for its part, reaffirms its determination
not to accept any situation which would expose its Allies to
external political or military pressure likely to deprive them of
their freedom, and states its resolve, together with its Allies, to
maintain forces in Europe at the level required to sustain the
credibility of the strategy of deterrence and to maintain the ca-
pacity to defend the North Atlantic area should deterrence fail.

8. Inthis connection the member states of the Alliance affirm
that, as the ultimate purpose of any defence policy is to deny to
a potential adversary the objectives he seeks to attain through
an armed conflict, all necessary torces would be used for this
purpose. Therefore, while reaffirming that a major aim of their
policies is to seek agreements that will reduce the risk of war,
they also state that such agreements will not limit their freedom
to use all forces at their disposal for the common defence in
case of attack. Indeed, they are convinced that their deter-
mination to do so continues to be the best assurance that war
in all its forms will be prevented.



