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Canadianization

The Department of the Interior of the United

; PRy ' Bduca-
States has in connection with its Bureau of Edu

i of
i ivision formed for the special purpose
el reien born, by inculcating
11 t’tha‘c they mean.into the
has made his, or her,

Americanizing the fo
American ideals and a

i f the foreigner who : :
s O b6 United States, the primary education

in each instance being (fh;ghs?inz;n%hisc;tézoﬁs ;l?e
ong the agencies used tO o, e
3:: slézflools, fgderal and state bureaus of ir(lingvxg
tion, libraries, chambers of co;nmercet,'oitl Liner
mun’iéipal authorities. As an illustration .

; i .
means used ¢ Americanization’’ I'Ch'e't'OfflcEazli 1‘:/;53?

ivisi the organization 0 1i-
of the division, reports g R

1 in New York by 1.;he o)
Slpaltﬁ‘%glnlien on Reconstruction an_d Relief; the
oif]'egt of the forum being ‘‘to estal;hsh'l'clo_ser txifla-

i i to familiarize them

1 h the foreign born and ' _

3?&3 t‘ﬁg opportunities and advantages in American

“citizenship.”’ s : S
nada while there are a number ol socle
dogrrllgchcellent propaga}nda wgrk there 1lllas ir'(llee‘;elz
been any concerted effort to lmpress t}i: s
and spirit of Canadign ql‘giz:einsgl;;hlilsltgoénir}rxnlWe
orel rn domiciled 1 : :

ﬁ];vtgl eieioifliagr;l :}?ift for themselves Wlth the result
that in the cities and the towns and in tlée countgi
districts there are colonies of men an Wdoncl)ur
who are just as foreign to our langgag}:a an :

ideas of citizenship as t'he d.ay tlf_ley left t elf na‘dlg'e
shores to earn their living n .thls eountry'. n a dl-
tion there are thousands of children born in Cang %
of foreign parents who know not the language o
the land of their birth. Particularly is this the
case in certain parts of the West where large colo-
nies of foreigners have bgqome aclimatized t9 _the
soil. but not to the traditions of the Dominion.
This is not the fault of the foreigners themselves
but the fault of our immigration system bwau/se

under it (other than general compliance with the
general laws of the country and which they never
actually know), there are no regulations to ensure
an intelligent understanding of our national life,
without which no real progress in Canadianism
can be made amongst the foreign born. But even
assuming our immigration system was changed to
better suit the rightful demands of those who
would have this country Canadian in language
and ideals, instead of a conglomaration of many
races and many languages as it threatens to be-
come, it would only affect the future. Such a change
would not affect our present foreign population
which number not much less than one million, or
nearly one eight of our whole population.  With
such a large population of foreign born in our
midst, but not of us, the problem of their assimila-
tion is a serious one, which is made more difficult
by the tendency of the foreigners to group them-
selves together.

The task then of Canadianizing the foreign born
is no small undertaking and will require the best
minds of the country to induce these people from
other lands to so adapt themselves to the traditions,
spirit and language of Canada without losing their
own identity and reverence for those things which
count most in life. Such a task must be national
in conception, as in the United States, and it seems
to us that this is a special opportunity for the new
Dominion Department of Public Health to show its
usefulness, inasmuch as underlying public health
must be a knowledge of sanitary conditions, which
certainly cannot be instilled into the minds of men
and women ignorant of the first law of Canadian
citizenship, namely cleanliness. So that it would be

“in keeping with the objects for which it was estab-

lished to bring about for the Department of Health
to carry on a propaganda for Canadianism such as
1s being carried on for Americanization under the

direction of the Washington Dept. of the Interior,



