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A League of Nations -and Its Equipment
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"Th$. patriot loves his national domain;
Z[16 fatherland he cails ùt thIne and mine;

ýBut Who would =ae to see hie love djsdain
The love that lives beYond the boundary-line?

-Tiie Citizen Of the World.

It would seeni that £romi the eratwhule Ainerican Secre-tary Of State, Bon. Elihu eoot, cornes somewhat indlrectly
the assurance that the organlization or a properly eqi±ippedLeague of Nations as proposed by President Woodrow Wil-son and Prime Minister Lloyd George, la sa practical pro-
posai. There Js certalnly no end Of worlt to do, while get-ting it on Its feet. It is flot sufficient merely to organisea League Of representatîve stateaxuen. That is compara-.tively easy to brîng about, If we axe to judge from. thePlethOra, Of protectiVe societies in evidence here, there andeverywhere. But a League of Nations must have its reotsplanted in a lastlng constitutionality; and, as 1 tiiink, In thefounding of s. Suprerne Court of Justice. Su<ch a -SupremeCourt of Justice has been for long in operation in'A.merica,as à ineans of co-ordinating state-rights in ternms of an In-ter-state consensus. That highest court of justice seldoinfails in Its judgments to give heed te the several federalstatutes, with its eye always open te the constitutionarjudicial differences of the several States. The judges ofthe said court are expected to b. as familiar with aIl inter-state iaws just as any ordlnary lawyer is expected te b.famuliar with those of the State In which ho pra.ctises.Before proceeding to aid in formulating a judgment ho hasto give heed to ail inter-state legal tecînloalities and meth-ode of procedure and Interpretation.

Anid much the saie znay be said of the. Privy Couneil ofGreat Britain and her dependencies. Indeed, the SupremeCourt of Justice of the United States and the Court ofJustice ini connection with the Privy Council of the BritishiEm]npire seldoin cornes into conflict wlth subnational orprovincial prejudice, whlle the, settlement of a case broughtbefore thernisl being reached. Even the newspaper criticfeele called upon to be respectful towards the routine ofthese higler courts of justice. In fact, te sucl an extentlias the credit of these courts been establislied, that netlong ago a suggestion waa favorsbly entertained In re-gard te the organization of an Ango-Ameica SupremeCourt of Justice, to deal witli cases of a co-nati>nal na-ture wlthln the wide and inclusive scope of the. Empire
and the Republic. That suggestion was ilin1h wltx Mr.Elihu Root's ides.; and now, at this very moment, it en-courages ene te think of a League of Nations' buttressed
by an International Court of Justice, as being ne otherthan a God-send, when once accompllslied, steadying te ailactivities having the perpetuatiiig of peace at heart.

Nevertheless the desirsbility of organizing an effectiveLeague oif Nations and its annex of a Supreme Court ofJustice, In addition to its several Courts of Arbitration,and the striklng feaslbillty of the world getting sucli Intue'near future, remain with the Inimediate generatien,wliose nientality the late war caniiot but have clarified andwhose judgment it cannot but have3 shorn oý fl0t a few ofits parochialismas. When once a League o0f Nations coraesto assure the world at large that its great miain function
lies In the upholding of International fairplay, conrnmen.sens, will corne into its own to greet Its several functions
as war-deterrents. The wisdorn that would aid ln a latter-day upbringing of the. world will hardly hait in maturing
the proposed League as an effectively qualified Couneil of
Pence, equipped with aIl the appliances necessary to maieit an active guardian of the peace of the whole world foraIl tume. It's "on. better'" te the late Hague Councên, it lssafe te conjecture, will .stare every project in favor of any
nation masslng "a iargest arrny possible" eut of counten..
ance as a Mephistoplielian hypocrisy, as far as a maiintali..
lng of a right kind of peace lo concerned.


