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Town Planning
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Mistaken ideas about what Town Planning really la are
largély résponsible for the apathy, or even hostility, wlth
which It ia too generally régarded in many places In the
Dominion.

It le too often consldéréd to be thé Idéal of the land-
acapé architect, who la considered to be largely actuated
la his advocacy of bis plans by thé fees which hé will ré-
ceive for preparing them.

Thén the magnificént and costly plana prepared for large
cities are apt to frlghtén tbe property owners la onialler
placés, evén if they do not malte, themn belleve that Town
Planning can only bé of practical interest to large centres
of population.

Ou the contrary, Towu Planning covers such a widé
field tbat It la a matter of prime importance to even a vil-
lage, whicb la growing and progressive.

Town Planning shouid be understood to include evéry
phase of at leaat the physical condition of évery place; and
may evea be accepted in a broader sens. as Town Man-
agement; and tbus would include Taxation, Pire Protec-
tion, Policing and aimilar phases of communal life.

Many amaîl places are practlcaliy planning their town
unconsclously. Thé purchasé of a lot in order to correct
two atreeta, la notblng but a step in Town Planning; whilé
aewers and waterworks are éssentially included la lb.

It la important, thérefore, tbat thé aimpleat changes in
pliysical features of any place sbould formn part of a comn-
préhensive plan for future changea and development.

Rt la »,,ýwise to purchase evén a lot for a néw stréet, wlth
out looking furthér than thé immediate present; for future
nééda naay indicate a différent procédure te-day.

Rt la imperative then, ta secure a plan of thé exlstiug
town, and ta atudy it, lu order ta see how it la Iiko-ly ta
dévélop. Then te lay out a plan for this dévelopuient,
which may occupy ten or twenty years to complete, and
which may bé modifled dixring its exécution.

Such a plan wlll cost mnoney; but it la an investment,
and its coat wiil, la reallty, be spread over many years.
While thé carrylng out of thé plan may be doue as occa-
slon requirés.

Ail land niecessary for addltional streets, parks or play-
grounda, ahould be purchaséd, or securéd, as éarly as poa-
sible. And if more land than la needed la purcbaséd, thé
sale o>f the balance after the improvementa are comnpleted,
wil reduce thé cost, and may even lead to an immédiate
profit on thé 'work doue, as well as a fixed incréasé lu

The exenet ofa.srctn the great Kingsway, In
Londou, Enlnd, is a case af thia proiit.-making by ira-
provements. FTor althoughi the aew street coat $125000,-
000. It was a urofitable investmént. anart from itR vnthiiA n

other hand deviate esaentially from existing public atreets,
and thus lead to inconvenience and posslbly to expense for
alterations.

The calm way ln which a plan la made for property ad-
joining a municipallty, without any conalderation as ta
how it wlll fit In with the existing plan of the municipallty,
is absurd-but it la also coatiy.

Then the securlng of vacant land for parka and play-
grounds as early as possible, fa also adviaable. A caeeoc-
cured of a certain large area, adated for an athietie
ground on whIch a far-seeing citizen secured an option for
$3,000, offerIug the option to the Council, and pointîug out

that enough could be sold on the edges to pay for the
field, and stili leave a large open area. But the Counoil
was far too canny to spend money ln this, way. And to-
day their predecessors would like to buy wbat la stili. vacant,
about two-thirda, but the prics la $20,000.

The création of a arnall park or a sq~uare caa generally
be done wlthout any cost, if sufficlént be purchased to give
lots round the square for ré-sale. The enhanced value on
thèse wlll pay for the square, while the extra valuation-
which la a permanent proflt-wlll hé an additioual gain.

Another very important featuré of Town Planning la a
good Building By-law. One éssential la that every dwel-
ling sbouid be sanitary-there should not be a single "dark
room"-that le without a window opening ta thé outside-
lu any placé. Thon-so far as the greed of landiords and
the laziness of tenants wlll ailow-no flats or tenements
should be permitted, at ail eventa ini any but large cities.
Tenements and flats in smaUl towna are abominable. and
too quickly degenerate into slums.

Thé dividiug int zones, for business, factory and dwel-
Uing purposes, la also desirable. For the comznunity, a wefl
as thé individual, suifera when a ahabby shack, or a poor
store la built next te a good dweiling houa.

The. Ideai dwelling, of course, is a detaclied house% witb
a garden or a l4aY-yard. And ail honor to the mnen who are
golng out of the crowded cities into the suburbs, ami build-
ing, with their own banda, a tiny cottage where the wifé
and cbldren caa have a share of God's air and4 sunshine.
They are doing their part not ,only t.. malie that glimpa.
of beaven ou earth, a home; but they are. doing thefr part
towards making the future citizen, healthy and robust!

Town Planning la not a fad of idealists, It la hard-headed
common-sensé. It saves money,, gives heo.lth and bappi-
neas, and makea the young citizen strong and healthy.


